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HE MOST HIGH 1000 i . men a 
very different ſituations here, There are 
ſome who are elevated to a throne, and 
there are others who embrace a dunghill: 


there are ſome who riot in midſt of the 
greateſt worldly fulneſs, their houſes aſe 
from fear, neither is the rod of God upon 
them; there are others who have ſęarce 
any worldly property which they can cal! 5 
their own, and, at the ſame time, their of 
bodies are loaded with a multitude. of ſore 1 
pains, by reaſon of which their ſouls wich- 2 
in them do mourn, - But they are far mores 

widely diſtinguiſhed by their ſpiritual ſtate 4 

and condition before God: there are 4 

ſelect few whoſe iniquities are forgiren 

them, and who are received into the fa- 

vour and friendſhip of God, never more to 

be caſt out. There are others ſtill under 

tue burden of all. their: guilt, ace poſed 
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to the execution of the dreadful ſentence | 


* — F 


Diſcourſes are compoſed, repreſents to us 
two men placed in very different ſitua- 


tions in this life; and far more widely 
diſtinguiſhed in reference to another. The 


one was in a ſtate of the moſt extreme po- 


verty and pain, and the other in a ſtate of 


great affluence, eaſe, and honour. But 
the Beggar was rich in faith, and an heir 
to the heavenly crown; while the Rich 


man, in midſt of all his wealth, was miſer- 


ably poor, and. in a ſtate of the dee peſt 
diſgrace as to his ſoul. At death, the for- ; 
mer was made completely bleſſed in the 


full enjoyment of an infinite portion; the 


latter was ſo completely miſerable, that. 
he had not a drop of water to cool his 


tongue, though ſcorched and tormented + 
with all the vehemence of a vindictive "a 


flame.——Reader; with one or other of 
theſe two characters, you are to have an 
eternal reſidence. * It ought to be a mat- 


ter of very little conſequence to you now, 
whether you are cloathed in-purple or in 


rags, whether you fare ſumptuouſly or 
on crumbs, or whether you are at eaſe or 


in pain here, provided you be found at 


length among that blefſed company, who 


are under the purple covering of the 
Redeemer * i Who have 4 


- 


* * 


_. PREFACE: ; 16 WP 
right to the tree of life, and enter in = 
= through the gates into the city, ——An — 
0 attentive peruſal of the following Sermons, 5 
chrough the divine bleſſing, may be a 
mean of awakening the ſecure to ſome 
tender concern about the things which 
belong to their eternal peace. Through 
the ſame bleſſing, the moſt godly may 
be excited to walk with more tenderneſs. \'\: 
and circumſpection than they have yet 
done. They furniſh them with ample __ 5 
matter of praiſe to their Divine Delivererr, 
in preventing from going down to the pit, 4 
and may teach them to bear the difficul- A 
ties and the trials of this life, with the pa 


tience and reſignation of Chriſtians, know- -- 
ing that the evils they now ſuffer, are not 


to be compared with the miſeries they © 
have eſcaped, or with the glory which | 
ſhall be revealed. While theſe Diſcourſes _ * 
are written upon a ſubject of general cok 


| cern to all mankind, and are addreſſed to 55 4 
perſons in very different ranks of life, the 
are compoſed in ſuch a plain and ſimple 

IH firain, that they are adapted to the weak- - 
x8 ft capacity. In an age of diffipation like 


this, it was judged that an impreſſion of 
theſe Sermons, eſpecially as they have hi-. 
therto been ſo little known in Scotland, - 
= might be highly ſeaſonable. That the } 
bleſſing of God may render them ſubſer- r 
= "ent to the purpoſes of own his glory, in 
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Luxx xvi. 19. There was a certain rich man, 
who was cloathed in purple and fine linen, and 
Jared. ſumptuouſly every dag. 

INr END to go over the whole remainder of - = 

1 this chapter, it will be requiſite to ſpeak ſome 

thing to it, by way of Introduction, in general. 

It is muchdiſputed among interpreters, whether this 

be a parable or an hiſtory, ſome arguing. for tljle 

one, and fome for the other; but there is a third _ 3 

3} claſs, who goa middle way, to accommodate this dif- 

7 ference, by underſtanding it as a mixture of bos, 

7 7.e, a kind of parabolical hiſtory, or hiſtorical pa- 

== rable. It may be partly a narrative of matter f 

+ fact, and partly illuſtrated with circumſtantial dz. 

ditions, which are not to be looked upon as rea! 

things, nor ſtretched too far beyond the man 
defign ; though every paſſage will afford us pro- 
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the Lord will. The ground - work of all reſem- -: 
N bles that of Nathan's parable | to David, 2 Sam N N ; . r =o | 
3 | - X11, I, © There were two m en in one city, the one = 9 


rich, and the other poor,” 80 hege, the perſens , 


whom this diſcourſe hath a relation to, were a 
Fight As” 1 15 ö A * 10 is 55 9 85 . h 4 i 
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8 SERMON. 5 "= 
rich 15 a poor man, remarkably diſtinguiſhed "7 
tue one from the other, by their condition, not 
9 onlx i in this world, but in the nekkt. 
Izue 19th verſe contains a character of the 
1 former; and what is ſaid concerning him refers 
to two thin s, his apparel, and his diet. 1. His 
7 apparel: © There was a certain rich man, who _ 
was cloathed in purple and fine linen.” Such 
Vauas the uſual garb of the greateſt perſons. The 
1 king s of Midian had their purple raiment, Judges 
e 285 So Mordecai, when he went out from the 
_ preſence of the king in royal apparel, is deſcribed 
as having a garment of fine linen and purple, Efth. Wi 
viii. 15. When they led our Lord about as a mock i 
prince, they cloathed him with purple, Mark xv. 
17.; and fine linen and purple are. mentioned 'as 
tze robes of Babylon the great, Rev. xyui. 16. 
2. His diet, “ and fared fympruouſly every day.” 
= the words ſignify, that he made merry, and that 
he lived ſplendidly, 1. He made merry ; lo the 
* ſame word is rendered in a like caſe, e xii, 1 = - 
Nb « Take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry,” His 
exceſſes were attended with a jovial frame; and 
the ſong of fools. was the muſic at his table. 2. 1 
le lived ſplendidly; he ſtudied pomp and magni- 
_ . ficence, gallantry and ſtate; and ſo abundance of 
' needleſs coſt was beſtowed, and much treaſure | 
vainly waſted to a finful end. TI aggravation 
of which was, that he did it day by day; it was not 
now and then, like Re feaſt, upon a rate and 
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"3+ i man's ( for 3 
1 is poſſible to be rich in this world, and rich to- 
wards God too; and the bleſſing of the Lord maketh 
ſome rich, therefore we may be innocently ſo: 
Nor was it his ſin, to be cloathed according to his 
quality, or to fell in a proportionable manner; 
our Lord ſpeaks of thoſe that are in kings courts, © 
and ſuch like places, as being gorgeouſly apparel-. 
led, and. living delicately, without paſſing any cet. 
ſure, Luke vii. 25.; fl. e. gorgeouſly and delicately, 
na compariſon with thoſe of a meaner rank: But . 
we fin lay here, that he made his back and his 


= -belly his God, and that he prodigally ſacrificed to 1 
; boths and de voted himſelf and all that ” * to * 
eie wis. Here I ſhall bew, e 


. Wherein this pride and luxury conſiſt. 
i II. How worldly riches are abuſed by theſe "I 
0 III. Whenee it is that OP: men are 1 b inei- 
. * to them. 5 2 * I 
„ „„ * 


1. Wherein this pride a Che i. 1 
vill be beſt to open each of them diſtinctly. 
. Wherein this pride conſiſts... (t.) Though | 
it does not conſiſt in rich attire itſelf, „Jet it lies 
in the affectation of it. Rich attire is as ſuitable 
to perſons of large eſtates, as the plaineſt and 
.coarſeſt is to thoſe that are of an inferior degret, 
and may as lawfully be worn; but none can af. 
fect it, without fin. So long as the heart is kept 
from going out after theſe things, it is well; but 
2 fond inclination to them, makes us gullty; as ; 25 
the Jews are ſaid to “ dote upon the images of 
we n men # 4 ora with 9 
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exceeding i in dyed attire upon their, heads,” Ezek.. 
xxiii. 14.—16, There are three ways eſpecially, 


"=o whereby the ſinful affectation is diſcovered: [T. 
By the extravagant coſtlineſs of apparel; when pers 
' ſons care not how much is ſwallowed up, perhaps 


in a particular garment,” or when the ſubſtance of 
an ample revenue is put on at once. Io go to- 
te utmoſt of what a man may convenient?y allow, 
5 and much more to outgo the meaſure, is a mark 
of the proud in ſpirit; for humility would rather 
teach us to come ſhort, -and be content with ſome- 
what lels. .[2.] It appears often by the vani 
and gaudlineſs. A grave and decent habit, as w 
as behaviour, is the duty and practice of all — 
are not puffed up by a fleſbly mind. The apoſtle, 
who would have men to lift up holy hands, re- 
uires in like manner, (ofautos), that © women 
fouls adorn themſel ves in modeſt apparel, with 
ſhamefacedriels'ant fobriety, 1 Tim. 11.8. 9. This 
is as necefſary an act of obedience, as prayer is an 
act of worſhip. Siſera's mother was exceeding 
eager that her fon thould return with a prey © of 
divers colours; for it is thrice repeated, Judg. 
30. Which indeed was more becoming an Hea = 
General, than a ſerious Chriſtian. One would 
think, that fuch gay feathers ſhould be little 
covered, by them that would not be connted by 
God, like his heritage of old, Jer. xiii. 9. a ſpeck- 
led ard. [3:} By the variety and abundance. 
Five changes of raiment were thou ght a very li- 
beral portion for Benjamin, a peculiar favou- 
rite, when Joſeph made himſelf Known - unto his 


22. Cheſts of rich apparel were the merchan- 


diſe of Tyre, Ezek. xxvii. 24. But when vaſt 
ee are : the . of = 10 piles, her 
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brethren, and the reſt had not fo much, Gen. xlv. 
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they may daily come forth in a ne dreſs it he · 5 


ruhe an hanghtineſs not to be excuſed. 
(>) It confifts in men's valuing of themſelves 


this feore; as if what they bor row from: 8 


the backs or bowels of other creatures could 


really commend, or add any thing to themſelves. 


s 
It is the abſurdeſt folly to fuppoſe it; for while 
we were in honour, and retained our egen 


ee neither bad nor needed any coveri and 


after that, when God made coats of fkins'for our 


firſt parents to eloath them with, Gen. iii. 21. 


the world was in a leſs depraved condition than 


now. Ia the judgement of Chriſt himſelf, Solo- 
mon in all his ory was not arrayed like he 
Ulllies of the field, Matth. vi. =, Eg wal be- 


Hou richer garments upon many th gs, than art 
nus. Beſides, Unleſs the ſoul | be as well 


| ed and adorned within, thefe things are but 

| nee; noble trappings on the aſs's back, which ſerve 
to render the filly beaſt ridiculous. And yet, not- 
withſtanding the abſurdity, it is too common for 


men to magnify themſelves, and fwell in their 
own \ imaginations, merely becauſe their outhdes. | 
ave deer Glad e viding; „ 

(3.) It conſiſts in the cont 


this refpe&. The poor man in vile raiment 18 
commanded to fit under their footſtool, Janmies ii. 
3. or not permitted to come ſo near; bei is either 
quite overlooked, or looked upon with ſcorn, and 
with diſdain, as an object not good enough for 
their lofey eye. This ſhews that pride is in full. 
e which blinds them from. confid 

how prectous and amiable any member-of Chriſt, 
in rags, muſt needs be to its glorious head; 
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of thoſe hit 1 . 
are below them, and fall much ſhort of them in 12 2 | 


a © 


22 ; 


= how nakedneſs itſelf does not ſeparate” from his 4 | 
7 e * viii. 35. God does not behold ſuch 
= A 3 W 
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"afar of, hat their fooliſh and ignorant dilpilers; f 
| he docs not efteeny a gllan rien: 
1 ſaint. God looks to him that is poor; 
but the rich and hagh-minded think them. 286 
worthy ef their notice. 

(4 1 It conſiſts in a nice Bout rol about ans ap- 
pare, as to that which is of leaſt ſignification and 
importance, or none at all. It is pride which is 
the ſpring and root of this: Particularly, II. When 
bare ornament is preferred to real ſervice.; and ſo 
a leſſer end made to exclude a greater. The rich 
man's fine jinen is not ſo uſeful for warmth, and 
yet pride will hardly conſult that in the coldeſt 
ſeaſon ; but life muſt rather be hazarded, than 
fancy be denied. [z.] When every faſhionable 
punctilio is judged a neceſſary ornament. It was 
a fingular advantage to the Iſraelites in the wil- 
derneſs, * that their raiment waxed not old upon. 
them for forty years,” Deut. viii. 4. But how 
uneaſy would it have been to many, unleſs. it had 


_undergone aboye twice. that number of alterations 1 


in ſuch a compaſs, that even the Mg. of it ſo 


often new, might have been enough to wear it 


out. [3: | When too great a part o our time and 


, care is taken up about ſuch trifling matters. The 1 


proud ars much more accurate in their dreſs, 
than i in their devotion ; very exact as tc their ha- 
bit, very looſe in the buſineſs of religion. That 

Which requires moſt thoughts and pains is put off 
With feweſt; and that which deſerves the, feweſt, 
hath the moſt, This fault is never committed 
where pride is not in power; for it is that which 


makes men extremely ſolicitous, where — ſhould = 


be indifferent. Ip 1 


2. Wherein this taxary confilda. (1. Though | # 
it do not confiſt in the keeping of a An table, 


enen of it with conſtant ſu- 


nn, i 
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perfivities. The ering deer dene f- : 
once, earth, air, hu water, is all little enough to I 
ſupply an epicure's ordinary meal; and yet he 
muſt be a very large interpreter, who would 
reckon all this to be included in that petition _ : 
which Chrift hath - taught us, for. daily bread. —- 
Nou it ſeems very-queſtionable, See we may 
allow ourſelves to make a trade of conſuming 
and de vouring, what we are not allowed to pray ; +4 
for; if we ſhould aſk amiſs, in craving ſo much Aj | 
19 


from God, is it not amiſs to commit ſuch havocx 
among the good things of God, without aſking? ? 
The ſcriptures ſpeaks indeed of neceſſary food, 
Job xxiii. 12, Nay, it goes further, to food -conve- N 
nient, Prov. xxx. A780 but to tranſgreſs all the bounds 2 
and meaſures both of neceſſity and convenience, by 
a ſettled cuſtom of ae, is What God con- 4 
demns. ** "WY 
(2.) In a contrivedindulging n ow appe- 1 
tites. Plain and wholeſome 50d will not fatisfy,, 
as the luſting Iſraelites heretofore complained, that 
chere was nothing but Manna before their eyes, 
Lumb. xi. 6. Men labour to provoke and in- 
flame a deſire, which they ought rather to curb; 
and ſtudy the whetting of their ſtomachs, When 
WE the Holy Ghoſt calls them to put a knife to their 
chroats, Prov. xxiii. 2. I readily grant, that nature 
may ſometimes need to be aſſiſted in this caſe, ' 8 
ben perſons are under bodily infirmities; as 
languiſhing Iſaacs ſpake of ſavoury meat, Gaim,” 
vii. 4-; but commonly they that are ſtrong ant 
8 vigorous, require a bridle rather than a ſpur; aud 
= Except they count rioting a pleaſure, they will | 
not invent means to excite them to . 
6.) In “ feeding without fear,” Jude 12. as 
= if the mouth were to take in all that it can, or 
= as we "Om AER n * limitation and con- 
7 ATR | finement 
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throat of a greedy glutton may be truly ſtyled an 


open ſepulehre, as as well as that of the blood. chirſty 


it deſtroys multitudes of things more uſeful than 
himſelf, and 4 lives muſt be taken away, be- 
/ fore that the grave will ſayz It hath enough.” 
Tuus the liberty which God hath given us in the 
enjoyment of his ereatures, is turnec into licen- 
tiouſneſs; men are not only free, hut wanton, and 


_ ® nourthh their hearts, as in a day of flaughter,“ 


es v. 5. Eating and drinking is made the very 
ſcope and defign of living; and any Ry Os of ab- 
| Rincnoe : is 2 kind of death. 

(A.) In endeavouring to debauch. thoſe that 
| Converſe with them. The fpirit of intemperance 
generally works this way, a6 the inſtances of its 
Working are very various, Belides, the rude and 
barbarous practice of conſtraining their gueſts, ⁶6ñ 
which obtains among ſome lordly brutes, the un- 
 #eafonable' importunity, which is looked upon as 
piece of friendihip and courteous entertainment, 
teads many into excels that would otherwiſe for- 
bear it. How often are perfons enticed and per- 
fſuaded to burden themſelves with more than i-: 
meet, at the rich man's table! 8 


| purpoſe! And it may be, ſome of the beſt and 
maoſt inviting proviſions e eee e when 


men have ſufficiently eaten, the oy - have a bait 


Wee lem, not eaſy" to be ri . "This is the 
ague 'of luxury, hich the waiter of the peſt- i 
fe does not ſtrive to cure, but makes it his buſi- 
"neſs to propagate among his beefy 80 = 


II. How are worldly Ache abuſed by u Pe i | 


| fins? In general, they are laviſhed out and 


. 


How are their 5 ww , 
Rated meals inordinately lengthened for this very | 


” 
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; 2 are given. Providence nl them. in 

order to the doing of good, but pride and Iuxury 
turns them into inſtruments of evil, and the fnel 

of unlawful luſt. This will appear more fully, . 

if we conſider theſe three particulars. . 

1. Riches are given wherewith to glorit God. 

We are to © honour the Lord with ſubſtance, 

Prov. iii. 9.; but this is an abuſing « them to his 

open diſhonour, and à laying of them out to ſer 

and gratify the devil. It is an employing of the i; : 
creatures of God againſt him, and a polluting of 11 
his name with thoſe very blefſin 12 which are I 

ſo many arguments and means to ſhew forth 7 

praiſe, A plentiful eſtate is. an extraordi 

talent, which ought to be traded with for the 

vancement of Chriſt's intereſt in the world; *<. 

where * theſe chargable and expenſive vices 2 

vail, this is not regarded. . Men of this fort ex- 

preſs no concern for the goſpel ; ais may ſtarve, 

while they are glutted. Luft is inſatia le, 0 
ſnatches- all; but that which colts. them Os... 

thall be offered to God. 
1 2. Riches are given for he help ping and re- 
1 1 of our needy brethren : Thou ſhalt. open 4» 
= thy hand wide to thy poor brother,” Deut, XY. * 
11. As it is the character of the virtuous wo:: } 
man, that © her houſehold are cloathed with ſ car 
let 5 ſo ſhe « ſtretcheth 'out her hand to the — 
poor,“ Prov. xxxi. 20. 21.; and indeed the _ 
I of liberat diſtribution to the neceſſities of ale —— 
is a greater and more bleſſed gift than any we 

can beſtow, 2 Cor. ix. 14. 15. But this grace is 
baniſhed, and all the ſtreams of charity cut off, 
where the two fins i in the text are found prod. 
minant. Sodom's pride and fulneſs of bread was 
1 joined with this, that ſhe ff rengthened not the 
= l al de Por and rt, N Xvi. 43. 
78. . . 
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While weit own * eyes: fland oue-with 1 
they take no care bet refreſh the bowels of the 


\ miſerable.” * 


3. Riches are ben for a comfort and ndvat- f 
tage to ourſelves, but the proud and luxurious 
eroſs this end, and overthrow it, both as to body 
and foul. '_x/f, The rich man, by his luxury 

eſpecially; f fins bis own body. Eating 
for health is a duty, Acts xxvii. 34; and the 
cheapeſt diet, and the feweſt diſhes; do, (for the 
moſt part), ſerve this purpoſe beſt. The found. 
_ of manifold diſtempers are laid in the con- 
| trary fin. © Where famine at any time hath killed 
its hundreds, exceſs hath flain its thouſands. 
Strength is impaired, and liſe ſhortened, by 

riotous living. 24ly, It is u ſin againſt our own 
fou. It is true, that every ſin is fo, Num. 
Avi: 38. but this 18 ſo peculiarly. ; The heart is 
overcharged with it, Luke xxi. 34. the mind is 
ſtupified and beſotted and diſabled for the due 
exerciſe of its reaſonahle faculties; the man is 
unfitted to perform the proper acts and opera- 
tiont of human life; as Nabal became like a 
. - one; even when the wine was gone out of 

| him,” x Sam. XXV. 37. Men that "will not be er 
Kranged from their luſts, quench the lights of 
their underſtandings; by pampering the body, 


. they od a bird * pecks out i eyes. 


| III. "Whekos i is it, that ey men are fo in- 
eident to theſe fins? The following cauſes may be 
55 oe. 


1. Natural propenſity to fcſh-plealing. Car- 


gal minds are delighted with carnal objects. Men 
ny that are under the influence of ſenſe, as their .ſ 


governing principle, and that walk by no other 1 0 
Tale, ar * ö ICS of fenſuality. 
. eee 
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Damortified fleſh-is a moſt unruly + evil, and liks 
Adonijah, it uſaurps the kingdom, till grace comes 
and diſpoſleiſes it; it will. be provided for, and 

have its luſts fulfilled, whatever is faid againſt it. 
Therefore it is obſervable, - that the ſtubborn and 
rebellious ſon, who would not obey his parents. 
voice, is deſcribed as: a, glutton and à drunkard, . 
Deut. xxi. 20. Reigning carnality ſtilles the im- 
preſſion of all ſpiritual things. 


As “they that will be rich fall into temptation 
und a ſnare,” 1 Iim. vi. 9.; fo they that are rich 
have their temptations - and ſnares alſo. Such as 

are ſuperior to others in wealth and W 
greatneſs, ase tempted to lift up themſelves above 

chem, and to anſwer roughly, when the poor 

= aſcth intreaties, Prov. xviii. 2 5. How inſolentiy 

did Adonibezek treat his royal priſoners and cap- 

tives, when he had got the DE if t. By his own. 

eonfeſſion, “ eme ace and ten king gathered | 

WE their meat under his table,” Judg. i 1.7. vs „ 

che caution fo: needful, that the“ rich man 
mould not glory in his riches,” Jer. ix. 23. Ha- 
' Ving the command of more than heart could with; 

7 1 42 think they may diſpoſe of, and uſe it; as they 
" pleaſe; they preſume chat they may do what 

Whey will with their on; and becauſe . 

not accountable to men beneath them, they for- 

et that they have received this truſt from God 
een ** 

3.4 ſlothful inactive life. 1dlenefs ute l 

Fe A for 22 ſins: to grow and thrive in. If rich men. 

ar- ia but employ themſelyes, ſo as they might and 
ould, in things truly worthy end becoming, the 

+ 7 13 devil and So corruption would bave Tepe 

= would * 8 . in 1 
are ; 5 


2. The concurrence - of ſuitable - temptations... 2 
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have; - but becauſe they ſet themſelves no better 
nk, the works of the fleſh-fill- up their lives. 
| If they gave themſelves to reading, meditation, 
prayer, &. which they have great opportunities 
for, they would be leſs buſied in the baſer drud- 
gery of © taking thought what they ſhall eat; and 


| ren, and whos 3 988 W 


IV. The Usz. 1 % le 
1. Information. In. two: 1 — 1 Co- 


5 vetouſneſs and oppreſſion, - it 2 are not the 


rich man's only crimes. Theſe are very common 


and frequent; but he that eſcapeth theſe, may 


nevertheleſs periſh in his iniquity; I mean, in 


other iniquities which his condition of life does 
peculiarly expoſe to. The way to heaven is but 


one; the road to hell is branched out into a mul. 
titude of paths; and he that continues to tread in 
any, of them, will infallibly go down thither. 
The fooliſh prodigal, who throws away his trea- 
_ fure, hath little ground to bleſs himſelf, that he 
is not as other men, who hoard it up. 2dly, The 
_ abundance of this world does rather increaſe than 
leſſen © the difficulties of ſalvation,” Matth xix. 
23. Rich men have thoſe fins to be ſaved from, 
which their poorer neighbours are not ſo liable to 
be infected with. Their tables are more danger- 
ous ſnares; ane their morſels, though ſweeter 


| don, will be moſt probably, and are moſt uſually, 3 


bitterer in the latter end. They pay very dear 
for theſe pleaſant things, when the final reckoning 
comes. Though Chriſt made his grave with the 
rich in his death, it is comparatively rare, for 
them bo Ta a place with him in heaven. 
8 ortation. In two things likewiſe. + 1/6; -) 
Let t them _ have TOR be ſureto tg 4 
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Ghoſt ſets forth the righteouſneſs of ſaints, 6 Rev. 


ſeemly coverings of this day do not agree. When 

it went ill with the Jews, Eſther ſent raiment to 
cloath Mordecai with, and take away his ſack- 
cloth from him, but he refuſed it, Eſth. iv. 4. 


IF Hearken a little to the complainings in our ſtreets, 


and do not contradict your own. Reflect upon 
the changes which have been made by Providence 
W heretofore, Lam. iv. 5. Look forward upon the 

| judgements that threaten. us, particularly that of 
national poverty; which, where it comes, is ter- 
W rible as an armed man. Or, if ſuch a ſcourge, 


J by unexpected methods of goodneſs, ſhould be kept 
off, yet remember what a different dreſs you will 
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inte perance and pride, and deny theſe luſts. For- 
bear walking in ſo vain a ſhew-; ſeek more to be 
arrayed” in that fine linen, + whereby: the Holy 


Ar. g. Confider the calamitons tate. of hs 
church of God at preſent, with which the un- 


ME how dreadful it will be, for death to come with a 
* FI meſſage from God, and hurry- your naked foul 


is now ſo delicately fed, is to be a feaſt for worms, 


4 it. Vea, in old age, * the found of the grinding 
is low,” Eccl. xii. Page and the taſtes and reliſhes 
of food are loſt, 2 Sam. xix. 35. ; or ſickneſs and 


or and loath the very dainties, which you are 
now ſo eager to obtain, Job. xxxiii. 20. Pſal cvii. 


* 


* ö 


8 his lot, The circumſtances of ſuch perſons 


7 | 
8 


and that rottenneſs and corruption will ſoon deface 


= weakneſs, before chat comes, will make you ab- 


3-3. 24%, Let none of us be very defirous of en- 


before his bar. Remember, that this body, which 


tering into the rich man's temptations, by covet- 
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5 tily encoura nr takes e if we 
e zeal for 8 and welfare of our 
| fouls. Havin * Hegwon and raiment, though of a 
meaner kind, let us be content and chearful, ! 
Tim. vi. 8. There are ſome favours which God 
| forbears the diſperfing of, for our greater benefit, 
and the prevention of our ruin. As Exod: xxxiii. 
3. I will not go up in the midſt of thee, left 1 
| . conſume thee in the way.“ So the plenty, which 
is afforded to ſome others, may be with-held from 
vs in 2 that OP SES OR on: un- 
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* vi. 20. 27 pins” = 7 wo way a. 5 a 
Le, named Lazarus, who. was laid at hit gate, 
Full of F ſores, and tefiring to be. fed with the 
ecrumba which fell from the rich man's table 
Moreover, the dogs came and, licked His fares,, 


| HE. character of the rich man wp difparch- 
I ed in the opening of the preceding verſe, I 
come now to the account which is given of the 
| r man in theſe words, And there. was a certain 
eggar, Se. In which deſcription. we may take 7 
notice of theſe five. things, 1. His title and deno- 
mination ; named Lazarus... We read of this as 4 
the proper name to one that was our Lord's friend, 
whom be would not recover from fickneſs, but 
miſo from graye, rk. Bas n we 2 - : 
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to underſtand it as à common name given to indi- 


gent and needy perſons; and the ligniſication of it, 
which is, God help me, makes it very ſuitable to 
all ſuch. 2. The place which he -uſaally poſ. 
ſeſſed; who was laid at his (i e. the rich man's) 
gate. While the rich man himſelf was defended 
under his roof from the injuries and incon- 
veniences of every ſeaſon, fed to the full, and 
warm enough within, this poor beggar was mi- 
| ſerably expoſed without, pinched with cold as 
well as hunger at the door. 3. The ill ſtate 
of his body; full of ſores, like Job, fitting down 


among the aſhes, when Satan, by Gods per- 


miſſion, had fmitten him with boils from head to 


foot, Jab i. 7. 8. * Theſe: were not-pretended ul- 


cers, nor wilfully made, nor purpoſely kept un- 
cured, as the artiſice of ſome wretehed creatures is 
to move and ſtir up pity, but real painful ſores, 
= with which it leaked G 
= to his affliction. 4.” The requeſt which his neceſs | 
ties put him upon; and dgfiring to be fed with 
ebe crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: 
His requeſt was modeſt, like that of the woman 
of Canzan, who did not aſk for children's bread, 
but pleaded for crumbs, Matth xv. 2). The verx 
= refule of the rich man's food, which he might be 
Willing to caſt away, this Lazarus begs to have 
3 beftowed upon himſelf. But we have no. intima- 
ion here of the rich man's anſwering this requeſt, 
or fulfilling this deſire; the beggar lay at the door, 
s the impotent man at the pool, in expectation, but 
it ſeems to be vain and fruitleſs ; like the poor 
Prodigal, who would fain have filled his belly with + 
7 the huſks, but no man gave unto him, Luke xv. 
MW 3 here, he 1 for crumbs, but by the 
e ol the ſcripture, one might gueſs, that they 
be Tre denied him; not only tlie gates of the rich 
H . . . man's 
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od to viſit him, and adt 
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man's 56 but his bowels of conipatſion were 
ſhpt up againſt him. 5. The kindneſs ſhewn to 
him by the brutes themfelves; Moreover the dog 
came and licked his ſores. They upbraided the 
rich man, and might have taught him by their 
own. example more mercy and tenderneſs than he 
_ practiſed; they did what they could to heal the 
| beggar, whom they could do nothing to keep a- 
live. It is remarkable, that thoſe very creatures 
which have a devouring fierceneſs in their natures, 
and have diſcovered it againſt God's enemies, have 
ſhewn a friendſhip to God's. children. The Lord 
had ſaid, that the dogs ſhould eat Jezebel,” 
1 Kings xxi. 23. And this was accompliſhed ſo 
far, that when they went to bury her, they found 
no more of her but the ſkull, the feet, and the 
palms of her hands, 2 Kings ix. 35-; and yet ;- this 
very ſort of creatures performed a kind office ta 
the beggar mentioned in the text. So it is threat- 
ened, that the ravens ſhall pick out the eyes of diſ- 
a obedient children, Prov. xxx. 19.3 but theſe 
were the caterers that - fed Elijah, and brought 
bread and fleſh to him twice a-day, 1 Kings xvii. 
6. The lions did no manner of hurt to Dahiel, 
when he was caſt into the den; but as ſoon as 4 
was taken up, they immediately broke the bones 
of his hen, who e in has. places,” {on 
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: . A poor 0 mean condition is the | A | 
frequent lot of God's greateſt e . 9 
2 are here in this world. pr - x | 
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Not that it is always, but often fo. © Poverty 9 

8 ond grace are not convertible: terms; every ſaint 3 F 
zs not a Lazarus, nor every Lazarus a faint. The 
wultituges which ny the doors of our _ 

| ies, 
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blies, but concern not thernſel ves in any acts tft 
worſhip. there, are a plain example to the contra- [ 
ry. "However, poverty and grace are many times 

in conjunction; and though they may be found 
aſunder, yet it is no rare or uncommon 88 o 

ſee them go together. Here 1 ſhall thew, PT: 


I. What difference there is bete the e 
of God's favourites and other perfons. | 

II. How it appears, that 455 who are ext. Fo 
cited with poverty, may eee ing be God's = 
favourites. : 

III. Why ſuch: en are e fo exercifad. 

IV. Ute. 


I. What Aiferenil ere 5 dete fn . 
werty of God's favourites and other perſons.” In 
neral, to the one it is au affliction, to the other 
tis a judg ement; to the one it is à rod, to the 
other it is a ſevepion ; ; to the one it is an infirmity, 
to the other it is a plague 3 to the one it is a to- 
terable infelieity, to the other it is a grievous 
eurſe. But more particularly, there is * diſtine- | 
tion in the cauſes and effects of each. ; = 
1. As to the cauſes from whence this poverty 12 2 
proceeds, they are very different the one from 
the other. (1.) The poverty of God's favouringg... Te: 4 
is uſually brought upon them by the mere hin: 


== of Providence: it is a temptation, which "Gel ans _ 


leads them into; but the Poverty of others, is er | 
the moſt part by their 'own procurement, aid 
the natural, as well as penal, conſequent of their 


þ 2 | Own folly and fn. As to ſome, it is eſpec ally 
„true, that the Lord maketh poor, 1 Sam. b. fl. 7. 


au they may be called, by way of appropriation 
nnd in the moſt reſtrained ſenſe, © His poor,“ Pra. | 
1 * 29. for Se 8 are 1 whom be 
2 - B 3 £ A. , Places 2 Ss s 
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5 "bs indich a condition from the firſt, or Ks 
duces to it afterwards ; but there are allo the 


devil's poor, who owe their poverty to him and 


themſelves, ſuffering as evil-doers, and martyrs 


for their own wickedneſs. Several fins might be 


mentioned, which commonly. bring men'into theſe 


circuraſtances, from which they that are beloved 
of God do in the main (at leaſt) keep clear, but 


of which others are oftentimes predominantly 
© guilty, .. As, [1.] Slothfulneſs. This is an im- 

TA. veriſhing ſin, and cloathes many. one with rags, 
1 57 xx. 4. © The ſluggard will not plough by | 


reaſon of Fs cold, therefore ſhall he beg in har- 


_ veſt, and have nothing. When the prudent la- 
| bours of honeſt diligence in ſome lawful -calling 


are providentially defeated, it-is N another 


caſe, and we may have peace and ſatisfaction 


when it is fo, God hath no where promiſed, that 
any ſhall be ſupported and maintained with the 


\ bread of idleneſs ; but the command extends to 
all, that © with quietneſs they work, and eat 


their- own bread, 2 Theff. iii. 12.; as if it 
were not ſtrictly their own, unleſs earned by their 
own induſtry, when they are capable of it. It is 
poſſible, chat bread may not be always to the 


wiſe, Eccl. ix. 11. but the fool, that Foldeth his 


hands together, can expect to be fed with nothing 
but his own fleſh, chap. iv. 5 - [2.] Prodigality. 
Multitudes are ruined and 4 ok by their own 


* | ” exceſſes. Other {ins may be like a ſecret worm 


at the root of flouriſhing eſtates, which inſenſibly 


. conſumes them, but this is like a wild beaſt which | « 
openly devours them. The drunkard and the 3 4 
lutton ſhall come to poverty, Prov. Xxiii. 21. 4 


us the prodigal in 8 parable waſted his ſub- 
Nance, Lu 158 xv. 13. They that have b 
__ and to fare are brought many * tpes:{H.4 
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- & morſel of bread by their intemperate abuſe; _ 2 
they live extravagantly in pleaſure for a While, 
till they have not left themſelves wherewith. to 1 
ive at all. This puts a dreadful ſting into po- 
verty, when it comes; which is not to be pre- 
vented, but by ſobriety and moderation in the ma« 
nagement of what God gives us to poſſeſs and en- 
joy. [3.] The keeping of ill and uſeleſs company. 
He that followeth after vain perſons, ſhall have 
poverty enough”, Prov. xxviii. 19. A waſting 
of time among thoſe whoſe converſation is utterly || 
XZ unprofitable, whom we. can neither do any god 
to, nor receive any from; leads firſt to a neglect, 
and ſo to the deſtruction, even of our ſecular af. 
fairs. He that is a companion of fools, does ge- : 
nerally ſmart for it in this world; but he that is 
LViſe to ſalvation, will alſo learn this wiſdom, of 
a voiding all ſuch men, how charming ſoever they 
may be by a little empty wit and drollery. [4], 
Ine coveting and purſuing of unrighteous gains 
== Treaſures of wickedneſs (i. e. treaſures gotten by 
XZ ſuch means) are like treaſures of ſnow, which 
diſſolve and melt away. Fraud and violence tend 
to corrupt the eſtates, which they are deſigned to 
generate; as ruſt and canker in the metals which | 
are haſtily heaped up. No riches ſo deceitful to 
Xx thoſe that have, and hope to hold them, as they 5 
that are deceitfully acquired; he that hath ſwa „ 
= lowed them down, fhall vomit them up again. 
= As Eliphaz ſays of the oppreſſor, that he © wan» 
dereth abroad for bread, crying, Where is it?“ 
Job xv. 23. (2.) The poverty of God's favon- 
IF rites is oftentimes for: the goſpel's ſake; occa- 
fiooned by their zealous and ſtedfaſt profeſſion and 
practice of religion; but the poverty of others 
does ſeldom happen on any ſuch account. Perſe- 
7 cution impoveriſhes many a ſaint; they that have = 
VV 
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houſes and lands, are very often driven to forſake 
them, if they will faithfully adhere to Chriſt, 
Mat. xix. 29. Thus the converted Hebrews 
K. 34. What they had, they were content to loſe, 
in the aſſured expectation of a rich and glorious 
reœcompence hereafter. To be thus poor, is to 
put out our riches to the beſt uſury; the laying 
of them down in the caufe of God, turns to infi- 
nitely more advantage than what. we can make any 
other way. But few of the children of this world 
will ſubmit to this, when they can eſcape it; they 
have not love enough to God and religion, to be- 
reave themſelves of what they eſteem ſo highly, 
%% / ͤ ⅛i 3 ige 1a 3 a5 1 n5beE 
2. As to the effects proceeding from this po- 
verty, they differ as much. Poverty quickens 
the friends of God to repentance for former 
fins, but it throws others into new ſins. As the 
prodigal's coming to want, was that whieh made 
way for his ooming to himſelf; fo extreme neceſ- 
*  fity hath been a ſanctiſied mean of bringing paſ 
evils to a penitent remembrance. A child of God, 
when his father appears as an adverſary againſt 
him, though but in his wordly concerns, will be 
apt to inquire, Why is it thus? But ether perſons, 
inſtead of doing ſo, are ready to provoke God yet 
more, by freſh crimes, and increaſed guilt. Agur 
| hath given an hint of what is too common in' this 
ceeaſe, Prov. xxx. <9. © Left I be poor, and ſteal, 
and take the name of my God in vainꝰ When an 
breaches are made upon their eſtates, they fre- 
quently ſeek to repair them by unlaw ful me- 
thods and wicked courfes. Poverty makes the 
Heirs of heaven more ſolieitous about the true 
ziches; but it puts e ee more fu> = 
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prived ol it, they are greedier after it, and when 


God throws down their Babels, they are mad to 


build them up * A temporal loſs is a fpur . 
to à believer to look out after a better and more 
enduring ſubſtance; but other men, notwithſtand- 
ing ſuch rebukes, are ſtill for laying up treafures 


on earth. Poverty does not deter the men of the 
earth from their attempts and labours to be rich; 
though the ſtream of providence run ever ſo con- 


trary, they are reſtleſs in their ſtriving againſt it; 


but holy ſouls will alter their courſe, and content 
more for the good part which cannot be taken 
from them; and if God cut them ſhort as to this 


— 


world, it makes them provide with ſo much greats 


er care and induſtry for the net. 


II. How does it appear, that they Who are 


exerciſed with poverty, may not withſtanding be 


» 


God's favourites? There are various undenfable 


128. Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, the Son of God's 
love, honoured this condition by being in it: 
Though he was rich, yet for our ſakes he be- 
cbame poor,” 2 Cor. viii. 9. Though he were 

the heir of all things, the Lord of both worlds, 

et br of heaven and earth, whoſe. 
riches are unſearchable, and his treaſure. inex= - 
hauſtible, who cauſes them that love him to-inhe- - . * 


the moſt high poſſe 


rit ſubſtance, (Prov. viii. 21.), yet inthedays'of his 
fleſh there were many that miniſtered of their ſub- 
{tance to him, Luke viii. 3: ; his parents were poor, 
his father a carpenter, and his virgin-mother in a 


low eſtate, Luke i. 48. and he humbled himſelf | 


to be in the like circumſtances. 


3 2. The ſcripture: repreſents ſuch as the ob- 


8 of God's peculiar electing love, James ii. 5. 


* 
U 
4 


not 


— —— — 4 — 
— 14% whe, as — —_— — 
— PT 


+ * 2 — 
— _— — < cn me — hi *% a 
WO ns 49> A gs 15> ras vey — 6 pps - __ - 
— — —— — OE GO 9s 4 « 7 WRITE — wy nn * 


hs. x 


* We 9 a" * 
F ; 8 
* £ * 
1119 ; 
21TY 4 
1 
{ ' 
— * 4 
$3 
o 14 
a - Ly 
F - p - 
4 
4 4 \ 
- 5s * * 
: 
f 4 
* 1 
N 5 
: ; 
2 
4 4 
n N 
" 2 * 
, FE 
64 
1 » 
: * 
© $- * 
: 
* Þ 
? 3 *3 3 
Z , 11 
7 . 
4 14 
4 1 
£7 4 4 : 
4. 8 
1 . 
W 144 
Tx. 
(is 1 
+ 
4 87 : 
1 0 1 
94 ? MITT 
12 * : 
37 


7 11 
17 | 2 
4 
* 17 
17 1 
i! 
4 +49 
3 14 1 
ag 129 - 
; WIL & : 
1 "> 
1 _ 
_ Fx 0 19 117 # 
iT . 1 [ f *3 
13 +53 
* 5 1 
1 x 4 
. 1 
1 | 37 
34 | 2 | 
4 4 | [ 23 
T5 64a FEST | 
oF iz} 112 * 
* 11 . 5 
— 14 4 . 14 
r ; 4 
11 [3 , #7 
| 11 . 1 
# 2 
1174 * 224 
F > 3 7 
(YE TT - 
— }F Fa : 19 
4 $ + 4 
{+ 4 ' TY. 
. } iP 'F * 
; z : 
, ! +4 
4 = = 17 
*4 F : 
x = : 7 
1 5 
l . ; 17 N 
1 © 
£ 2 
It 
: FE 
N 8 14 
1 # 5 1 
14 d Te g 
b IT 
bf LIE | 
* $ 
: N 
4 
11 : 
* 2 
3 5 
I, | 7 
72 , . 4 
t F : 
\ # 1 
= * : 
6. bd 
_ , 1 $ 
10 
o >| : 
* x 
}J- i 
o - * 
* 
[7 1 
7 * 
0 = £ 
1 
bt ö * 
' 


1 . * 0 
5 
— 


for the enjoyment of Himfelf as their portion 


for ever, are moſt fi 
| fiderable ontward:portion'here. He is ſo far from 


prrſins for the moſt honourable employments. 
abundant honours to thoſe parts which - lacked * 


bold my family is poor in Manafſeh, and l am e 
| therefore bis ſucceſs is ſer forth by a cake of bar: | 


poor fiſhermen, were made fiſhers of men, and fo 
poor, but by them. © They that made my | 4 


| Fae (fays Chriſt to his diſciples), „for yours. 


ae only, Jus? e . — an 
tices of ſuperior wealth. As the tribe of Levi, 
who had no inheritance among their brethren'the 
Hraelites, were brought God, and ſet apart 
for his ſervice ; ſo: they whom God hath defigned 


thy deſtitute of any con- 


regarding the rich more than the poor, that if we 
examine the courſe of his dealin s, we ſhall find 
che contrary to be rather true. He chooſes thoſe 
ae men are moſt apt to reject : the veſſels of 
are ſeldom on; but made of 
Ne MY < 
God bach often ſingled 


out -the:: 3 5 


As in the natural body, he hath “ given more 


1 Cor. Xii. 24; fo in the myſtical body, he hath 
made the chiefeſt uſe of thoſe members which 
have had the leaſt of external dignity. It was 
Gideon's objection againſt himſelf, but God over- 
ruled it, Wherewith fhall I ſave Ifrael? be- 
leaft in my father's houfe,” Ju adg. vi. 15. 3 and 
ley bread, (not of coſtly flour,) overturning the 
tents of Midian, chap vii, 13. The apoſtles, tho! 


the glorious goſpel was not only preached to the 


rich, were poor themſelves,” 2 Cor. vi. 10. 
4. The grace of faQibcation: hath been be- 


flowed moſt eminently, where the gifts of provi- 1 1 . 


dence have been moſt ſparingly. © Bleſſed he ye 


be kingdom God," Luke vi. 20.3 1 2 


"IF 
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within them; they were: 
' but 


„ 


bulgeſs again: . He raiſeth up the Poor out of 
=o tbe duſt; and lifteth the beggar from the dung- 
| bill, to ſet them Princes, &o. 2: Sam 1 
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empty of worldly things, 


: 


5 filled with the Spirit, and: his: precious fruits: 
| Rev. ii. 9. I know thy works, and 


cooern their tempo 
= which accompany eternal falvation. The foul hath 


been nobly: furniſhed, when: the body bath. been as 


III. Why are God's favourites at any time ſo 
exerciſed, as to have poverty for their lot? 
1. To fignalize God's own providence in their 


preſent ſupports, and ſometimes in their future 
proſperity. In their preſent: ſupports. Provi. 
dential care is eminently ſeen in the maintaining 
of thoſe that have the leaſt: viſible means of theit 
oon ſubſiſtence; as when God ſuffered the Iſrae- 
IF lites to hunger, and then fed them with manna, 
Deut viii. 3. It is marvellous, how many live, 
that have little but the ſpecial vouchfafements ol 


divine bounty to live upon: This tends to mag: 
nify God, as to his power and mercy: I am 


boor and needy, (ſays David), yet the Lord think- 
eth upon me,” Pfal xl. r7.; g. d. therefore, though 
poor, I do not periſh. Sometimes providence is 


ſignalized in their future proſperity. After they 2 
have been in-ſtraits, they are ſtrangely bleſſed with 


8: Thus God dealt xwitts Job, (though poor to 2 
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proverb), I turning 


8 K M ro II. 


his captivity, and s bun 


twice as much as he had before, Job: ny 10. 


the *-poo 


2. To prove and excite the charity of the 
— On this account God told —— that 
r ſhould never ceaſe out of their land., 


Deut. xv. 7 f.; and our Lord ſays, “ The poor you 


have always with you, John xii. 8. In heaven, 


this ſort of charity will fail, for want of objects; 


but as long as the world ſands, there will be a 
conſtant ſucceſſion of objects, and (e may there- 


fore fear) too often a want of charity itſelf. If 


God had 


equally diſtributed the good things of 


this world, there would have been no room nor 


opportunity for any ſuch beneficerice; ſo that the 
' wiſdom of God hath ordered an unequal diſtribu- 


tion; to ſome it is redundant, and to others de- 


fective, that they who have more than they need, 
may give to thoſe who have not enough, _ 


3- To convince the world, that our happi- 


nels is not to be expected dere; that our life con- 


fiſteth not in abundance of earthly poſſeſſions, 
Luke xii. 15. for then undoubtedly the ſaints of 
God would be privileged with ſuch a meaſure of 
them, more than other men, becauſe. they are 
deareſt unto God, and muſt needs be ſuppoſed to 
have the beſt proviſion made for them. This diſ- 
penſation plainly teaches us, that the hopes of 
reaſonable creatures cannot be in the preſent ſtate, 
in Which they who are the firſt-fruiĩts of God's 

creatures, and whom he dearly loves, are the moſt 
miſerable, 1 Cor. xv. 19. Is it likely (can any 


one think) that ſuch, - above all others, ſhould 
hunger and thirſt, be naked and deſtitute, wander 
about, and have no certain dwelling-place, if the 
love of God were to be known by outward 2 
ö Tus or our bleſſedneſs depended on it? 
| © N * the 9 ns of believers the more 
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illuſtrious, for the ſhaming of the devil, and alt © 
their reproachful accuſers. This was the prin- | 
cipal defign of God, in ſtripping holy Job ſo bare 


as he did, and deſtroying him on every; ſide; that 
Satan and his. cenſorious friends might be found 
| lars, and that he might be a famous example to 
following ages of ſuffering affliction. There are 
ſeveral graces which ſhine out very remarkable 
in ſach a ſeaſon. Their faith is ſeen by truſting 
in God, when they have not uncertain riches to 
truſt to: The poor committeth himſelf to thee,” 7 
Pal. x. 14. Their patience, in a ſubmiſſive bea. 
Ning of thoſe burdens, which throw others into 

raging diſcontent. Their humility; for it is the: 

lowlineſs of their minds which reconciles them to 

the lowneſs of their condition. Their deadaeſs to 
mie world; for it ſhews a - mortified frame, and 

an heavenly contempt of earthly things, When 
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we have attained, with Paul, to “ take pleaſure: 
12. necefſities, 2 Cor. Kii, 19.ñꝝx 
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= :. Information. We may learn hence, 1 8 
bat poverty in itſelf, ſeparated from guilt, is 
pot really any ſcandal or diſgrace. There is no? © 1 
2. famy in living upon alms, when Providenes 
conſtrains to it. And therefore the unjuſt ſtew. 
ird ſpake the pride of his heart, v. 3. of this 
chap. © I cannot dig, to beg I am aſhamed.” Ihe 
eſpiſing of the poor, is indeed, a deſpifing gf © 
od, Whoſo mocketh the poor, reproach een 
is maker,” Prov. xvii. 5.; the maker of the poor, a 
is well as his own” maker, chap. xxii. 2. N 
Mert of the workmanſhip of Providence is con-! , 
emptible. 240, Temporal promiſes muſt not be 
aderſtood too ſtrictly. It is ſaid, Pſal Xxxiv. 10. 
hat they who ſeek the Lord ſhall not want wy: - 01 
bk Og. Now, if they either have what they, 
W22gbt delire; or are ſatisfied without it, this 13 
3 2 _ hy . 5 C : 1 6th; 
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/ true. 80 David ſays; that. he: Neben de | 
righteous forſaken, nor his ſeed begging: bread,” , 


fal. xxxvii. 25. ; whereas he himſelf begged his 
hread, I Sam. xxti. 3. and when hunted by Saul, 


| was forced to ſpend a great deal of his time in a 


erer of - Ne (as one fitly.calls it), 
hut yet, take his words all together, he was not 


1 bortzken all this while, nor did he “ ſeek his 
' bread out of deſolate places,” as Pſal. cix. 1a. 


25 Exhortation. 1/6; Let them that are of low 
degree, rejuice in their ( ſpiritual exaltation,” 
es i. 9. It is matter of glory, when hat 


uhich is defective in common bleſfings, is made 
Ap in the choiceſt favours. Beſides, your. frag- 
mwments are truly ſweeter. than other men's whole 
diſhes; there is more of the e of 00s to 
PC” belted in your water :than 

When you have leaſt, you are ſuffered. to ack: 
_ nathing ; as the diſciples acknowledged, Luke 
+... XXU. 35. Therefore you have lailiczent ground 
1 of chearfulneſs and triumph. 


eir wine; and 


aaly, Let them that have any oxterflowings, of 


3 this world, 4 diftribute:to the neceſſities of ſaints,” 
Rom. xii. 13, - Diſtribute. This is making 


to yourſelves friends of the mammon of unrigh- 


teouſneſs, v. 9. of this chapter, that while your 
_ cavn loins are warmed, other men's may bleſs you 
too, Job xxxi. 20. Lab it. be-to the neceſlitous; 
not where there is no need of receiving, but ra- 

ther ability of communicating. Remember, Prov. 


XII. 16. ** He that giveth to the rich, as well 


as he that oppreſſeth the poor, © ſhall ſurely come 


to want.” Io faints ; no objects ſo fit 8 


| 1, ferving as they. Tbeir acquĩeſeenee in their con- 


jon is a motive to your liberality, not an ex- 


our — bounty, . AERO. 


euſe for your ' with-holding of it. Ser Phil. iv. 
13514. Religious poor are generally the leaſt con- 

fident and clamorous, when their wants cry. loud 
- eff, and therefore CER of Hin: largeſt ſhare in 


; 2. ore © n . p 2 Nan ** * , : 


Luxe xvi. 2 * came to 6 that the. 
- beggar died, 580 was carried by * angels inte foe Y 
robe * „ „ 1725 1 


Tou tires foregoing ks have furnified us. 
with a repreſentation of the different ſtates. 

of the rich and poor man in this world; we muſh © 
now begin to confider how differently alſo they are 
diſpoſed of, and dealt with in the world to come. 
And to follow the order in the text, the Ferien 24 
of the poor man in the next life is to be ſpoken 
to, before the miſery of the rich; for the. go 
neſs of God is to be taken notice of hete, in ta 
away the beggar firft, from the evils which h? 
underwent ; while the life of the rich man was 
ſomewhat further prolonged as a ſpace and ſeaſon. 
of repentance, though he improved it not to any 1 
ſuch end. It is very common for God to remove I 
his afflicted ſaints ſooner out of the world, than 
proſperous ſinners; and we may very well z inter- 

pret it as an act of mercy to boch; it is mercy to 
the good, in ſnatching them ſo quickly from their i 3 
ſufferings: It is merey alſo to the bad, in being.” 
ſo flow to cut them off in their wickedneſs. 
But in this part. of the verſe, which concerns La- 
1 41 Ca zarus 
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poire upon a ſoft and ſtately bed, or upon the bare | 


man; what Matthew calls a man's ſoul, chap. xvi. 
26. that Luke calls himſelf, chap. ix. 25. What 


he was tranſlated. , The inſtruments by which 
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zZarus only, (whom the preſent Sour is to be 
confined to), there are two things which chiefly 
occur; his death, and his tranflation. 1. His 
| death. And it came to paſs, that the beggar + 
died ;” this is a debt, which the poor are as much 
in a capacity, and under a neceſſity, of paying as 
the rich; how indigent ſoe ver they be, they are 
not inſolvent in. this caſe, and therefore they 
are not exempted, nor would ſuch an exemption 
be their privilege ; they muſt be obedient unto 
death, and it is their happineſs that they are ſo. 
It is not ſaid where the beggar died; nor is it 
at all material or ſignificant, Whether he died at 
the rich man Ae in: the open air, or any other 
place. The iſſues of death are the ſame, what- 
ever theſe little circumſtances of dying be; to ex- 


and naked ground, doth neither promote nor hin- 
der the felicity of the perſon, 2. His tranſla- 
tion, which is here aſcribed to the whole man, 
though indeed it concerned only one part of him, 
viz. his ſoul ; for that was carried by angels, K. 
not his body. The principal part is ſtyled the 
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the ſoul does or enjoys, is mentioned as a perſonal 
act, or a perſonal fruition. The ſoul of Lazarus was 
carried, and therefore he is ſaid to be carried, Se. 
But here are two things to he further opened; 
the inſtruments by which, and the place to which, 


nme was traaſlated: And was carried 'by the” 

angels, ” not by a ſingle angel, . but by more than 
one ; for they are all miniſtering ſpirits, Heb. 
1. 14. God is pleaſed in this caſe, as well as in 
| ſeveral others to make uſe of the miniſtry of his 

holy DENT 1 the MO of e is probably 
| _—_— 
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conpat to be by their bands, and yet it is ; Gi; 1 
that the Lord buried him, Deut xxxiv 6. In 
the ſervice of the temple under the Old Teſtament, 
ve often read of the porters and fingers together, 
thongh the offices were yery diſtin; here the 
ow angels perform both thoſe functions, of 
ging God's praiſe in heaven, and of carrying ſe- 
parated ſouls to it. When our earthly houſes 
fail, it is their work to receive us to everlaſting [ 
habitations. 24%, The place to which he was 
tranſlated ; into Abrahams boſom. The Papiſts give 4 
a ſtrange account of this; they make it a Limbus 
Patrum, a place for thoſe ſaints that died before 
Chriſt's time, upon the very edge and border f 
hell, where x Hh were kept (as they would have 
Us believe) till Chriſt opened the Kingdom of hea- 
ven by his death. But we are not to follow ſuch; 
fooliſh fables ; Abraham's boſom is the ſame with 
paradiſe, and the third heaven, where they always 
behold the face of God; and there are ſome pro- 
bable reaſons of its being ſo expreſſed. It is ſet 
forth by a boſom; becauſe that is a place of eaſe” 
and reft, and ſo is heaven. —lt denotes extraordi- 
nary faxour and affection to thoſe that lie in its; 


J / . .d Se 4 
4 , . — * 


Pp | = As Jeſus Chriſt, a beloved Son, is Raid to be in, 85 
5 the Father's boſom, John i. 18. ; ſo they that are 
1 in heaven, are the objects of the 1 heſt love, an: 


under the higheſt exerciſes of it.— The happineſs:  - 
of heaven is often deſoribed by a feaſl ; here they — 4 
were wont to Jean upon the breaſt of bim whom 
they fat next to; as John on the boſom of Chrift, > 
John xv1.. 2 3. 4 the like alluſion may be in- * 
tended here. Again, it is ſet forth. more particu- 
larly by the boſom of Abrabam.—Becauſe Abra. 
ham was a very hoſpitable perſon, while on earth, 4 
and remarked for entertaining ſtrangers; and, 

1s ee, father of them tat do 1 N 
*%%%WWC Oe an, 
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Acht be TY Re very ready to ebene his ch. | 
dren and followers into heaven. Becauſe New Te- 
| ament believers are heirs of the ſame ſalvation, 
and partakers of the ſame glory with thoſe under 
the Old Teſtament ; Abraham that lived ſo many 
hundred years before, and this Lazarus of a much 
later date, lodge together. Becauſe the Gentiles 
1 are counted to the Lord as Abraham's ſeed; there- 
18 fore © many ſhall come from the eaſt and weſt, 
and fit down with him in the kingdom of God, 
Mat. viii. 11. It is noted by the learned Dr 
_ Lightfoot, that Lazar is the contraction of Elea- 
Zar or Eliezer, who was Abraham's. ſervant, of 
Damaſcus, a Ss not ſuffered to be his heir 
on earth, but lyi g in his boſom in heaven. 
To ſhew that al 1 5 reſpects and diſſinctions 
_ are utterly aboliſhed and laid aſide in the life to 
come. God fills his houſe above with the poor 
and maimed, not only out of the ſtreets and lanes, 
but from the high. ways and hedges, Luke xiv. 
21. 23. And theſe are mingled with the wealthieſt 
_ faints that ever were, and are advanced in glory 
as much as they; The greateſt prince and mean- 
"eſt ſubject will be equal there. Rich Abraham 
does not diſdain to embrace a N Lazarus. 5 


 Onsravarion. Holy fouls, and among iGo ref the 
.- godly poor, are mftantly after death 1228 
y angels to ther place of Bled nei. has 
. Here I ſhall ſfhew, 
* „ I. That there is ſuch a place of Mefſedneſs for 
© holy A 
. II. How it appears that they go inftantly to ĩt 
8. © ator death. | 
ot VE. What kind of conveyance _ have from 
7 KH che boly angels. | 4 
+ it IV. Why it is ordered fo. e Gs <{ 2088 — 
1 1 ; Ws The ule. „ 
11 J. That 


% 


in general, and the godly poor in particular, 5 


1. The preſent afflictive dif; penſations of provi- 
dence which are often exerciſed towards the beſt -- 


men are a certain evidence of their intended bleſs- 


edneſs in another life: Becauſe it fares ſo ill with 


them now, we may conclude that it ſhall be well 


with them hereafter. We are ſare, that ſuch 
' troubles would not befal them here, if there were 


not an infinite recompence to be made for them at 


Ty That ere, is | fuch a . df 8 bleſſed-. 
neſs deſigned and reſerved for holy ſouls ; for them 


laſt. Multitudes of ſaints have ſo little eaſe or 


quiet in this world, that from thence we cannot but 
argue, there is a reſt which remains for them in 


the next, © To you who are.troubled, reſt with us,” 


2 Theſſ. i. J. The ſcripture mentions this, as the 
great ſupport and comfort of ſuffering behevers, 


that their ſowing in tears below, ſhall be rewarded 5 
with reaping in joy above; that there is a glorx 


ties are to be compared. > 


„ The- anticipations and fore-taſtes.of this bleſs. 


edneſs prove it to thoſe for whom it is deſigned. 


Ihe promiſe of it is performed to them in part 5 
already, and thereforctit can be no deluſion. They 


to be revealed, WMherewirh none of theſe calanis cs 


have ſo much experience, as to convince them, 


that their hope will not make them aſhamed: They 


world to come; ſome. ſweet and fſatisfaftory be- 


ginnings of ternal life. They need not ſay, « Who 
ſhall aſcend for us into. heaven?” For heaven is 
drought down into their hearts in a very comforts 
able meaſure. There is but a gradual diffet ence 
between their joy in the holy Ghoſt, Rom. xiv- 


17. ; and the joy of their Lord, Matth. XV. 21. 


3 One is a pledge and forerunner of the other ; their 
- happineſs in polleſion, Mus their ir happineſs in 
| N te | | 


3. The 


have ſome. preſent feeling of the powers of the | 
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3. The n nature 4 « thi foul itſelf, — PE WY 5 


g was made to live for ever. It is of ſuch a ſpiri- 
- -." tual ſubſtance, diſtin from this material body, as 
; pt ee its intended ſurvival of the body, after 


it is ſeparated from it. There are not two things 
more different and diſtant in their natures, the one 


from the other, (except God. and the creature), 


than the ſoul and the body, the duſt and the ſpirit, | 
as Solomon. calls them, Eccl. x1}. ).; and there. 
fore the iſſues of death are not alike to both ; ; the 
«duſt returns to the ground, the ſpirit to God. 
While theſe two are united, the ſoul performs 


many acts and opetations, without any dependance 


on the body, withont any aſſiſtance from it; and 


| therefore who can think that this foul ſhould be 


deſtroyed with the body? or that it ſhould have 
no: ſphere to a& or operate in, when once the folk 


= fees corruption? 


4. The utmoſt perfection of our ID, ey is not | 


5 attaiacble i in this life; and ſo never will nor can 


be attained, unleſs there be a more bleſſed life 
after this. That which is the great and princi- 


Pal end of man, is very far from being fully accom- 
pPlicked upon earth; we can. neither glorify God, 
vor enjoy him but very imperſectly, while we 


are here; we cannot be ſatisfied with his like- 


neſs, nor has: his image completely reſtored, as 


long as we dwell in ſleſu; we cannot riſe up to 


TCC 4 


and. wrought us for; but muſt be looked upon 


| . as creatures made in vain, that have loſt the end 


of our creation, even, in ſome degree, without our 


own fault. This muſt be ſuppoſed, if eternal life 


be not given to them that © ſeek for glory, en 


and immortality r 


5. The main and chief diſtinction e as D 


ue and de * e 5 
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of fatulh dlededneſs ; 'che--mjn els kia . 5 
ſtanding, as well as be that underſtandeth rot is <- 5 43 


like the beaſts that periſh. It is upon this ſap- „ 


poſition, that Solomon diſcourſeth, Ecel. iii. 8. 
21. That men might ſee that they themſelves are 
beaſts ; for one thing befals them both, as the one 
dieth, 12 dieth the other; ſo that a man hath no | 
 pre-eminence above a beaſt 3 all go to one place, 
all are of the duſt, and turn to aſt + again.“ Only 
here is the difference, that “ the ſpirit of a man 
goeth upward, and the ſpirit of a beaſt goeth down- 


ward to the earth!“ The bodies of men and brutes 
at death are reſolved into the ſame elements; 


man's prerogative is the eve rlaſtin 8 exiſtence of 


his ſoul in a ſeparate ſtate. / 


- 


6. Jeſus Chriſt muſt be acgounted as che great- EE 


eſt impoſtor that ever was, +. there be not a 


bleſſedneſs in hope beyond the grave for holy ſouls. 4 : 
That which is the higheſt blaſphemy to imagine 


concerning our Lord Chriſt, muſt be an undeniable 


truth, if the doctrine and belief of a life to come 
be indeed an error. The ſeripture ſays, chat be 


is the faithful Witneſs, that there was no deceit: 
nor guile found in his mouth; but. how contrary» 


a character muſt. he deſerve, if thoſe expectations 
of a bleſſed ſtate hereafter, which he ſo frequently 
encour ged in his followers, ſhould be falſe and 
groundleſs? * In my Father's: houſe,” ſays he, 
Lare many manſions; if it were not 40% 1 would 
have told you; I go to prepare a place for yon,“ 
£ John xiv. 2. If theſe things be but miſtaken lan 


3 Be did not deal RON: with his J pts | 1% 


+ 


11 — . it appear, that Side 90 ts: 


- after death to this place of bleſſedneſs? That there 
is but a ſtep betwixt the holy departing ſoul, andy 


W ; and as 4 as we remove out of 


5 this Fo 


was *; 
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this evil world, we paſs as e - as bebe in 
to Foo better world. | 
(14 All the opinions contrary to- bis; are 

$2594 abfurd and Jemima; which are eſpecially , 
three. (.) The annihilation of the ſoul, upon 
the death of the body, and afterwards new crea- 
"ag of it again at the reſurrection, when the 
body i is revived. This hath been the wild con- 
ceit of ſome, for which there is not tlie leaſt 
Pretence or appearance of reaſon; and where no- 
thing is ſaid to prove, it is needleſs to ſay any 

thing to confute. (2.) The ſkepiny of the ſoul 
from the time of our death to the end of the 
world; which of the two is a more ridiculous and 
fooliſh notion than the other; that an active ſpirit 
ſhould be rendered inſenſible, and all its faculties 
bound up for ſo many years and ages. This is 
leſs likely than the reducing of it to mere nothing. 
(3.) The invention of purgatory, as a middle place 
for ſouls to call at by the way, where they are de- 
tained for a longer or ſhorter time. This i is built 
upon the ſand, as much as the other two; for holy 
ſouls are made meet for heaven in the moment of 
their leaving the earth, are immediately capable 
of it, and require no further F or re- 
 finings for- that end. 

2. We have various Plaid teſtimonies to N 
truth throughout the goſpel; beſides the cloſe 
connection in the text between the beggarꝰs dying 
and his being carried into Abraham's . which 
Imports, that there was no interval between theſe 
two things. So the apoſtle ſpeaks of being © ab- 
ſent from the body, and preſent with the Lord, 
2 Cor. v. 8. No ſooner abſent from the one, than 
- * prefentwith the other. So he ſays, that he had LY 
A defire to depart, and to be with Chriſt,” Phil. i. 
- 23s ch communion _ Chriſt were to be inter- 
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rk has 2 eee 
cupted 3 Frag is . ou ce to dhe day ? 
of judgement, it could not be deſirable to a be- 
liever; it would be rather better to abide in the 
| fleſh ſtill, if we were to be kept ſo long out of hea. | 
ven, after we are turned out of the body. Even 
the dead that die in the Lord, could not be ſtyled | 
bleſſed, as they are, Rev. xiv. 13. For death, 
though it put an end to all the evils of this life, 
—_ neverthelefs be an heavy curſe, by ſtripping 
them of all opportunities both of ſervice to Chriſt, 
and converſe: with him. But the moſt. poſitive | 
text of all, is that paſſage of our Lord to the con- 
verted thief upon the croſs: To-day ſhalt thou 
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be with me in Paradiſe,“ Luke xxiii. 43. There Y 


is no way of evading this proof, but b by tranſpoſing 
the comma from the word thee, © Verily I ſay 
unto thee,” and putting it after thoſe words to-day, _ 
and ſo referring thoſe words to- day to the time of 


making the promiſe, not of performing it. But 


this is ſo groſs a wreſting and abuſing of the text, 
that barely to mention it is enough to overthrow |. 
it; for what will ſcripture ſignify, if ſuch a liber 
* * be taken 1 in the in on, Interpreting of it? 


u. What kind of conveyance have the ſouls 1 
believers at death from the holy angels? | 


Anſ. In four things; it is 8 bs dale, 520 = 5 


pleaſant, mag f Top 


the angels are — . to "te ee in. 
They willingly undertake and go about it, though 
not of their n mind, without commiſſion and 

order from God. Though they do not run to 
fetch home this or that foul: before they are ſent, / 
ret when they are ſent, they- fly- with winged 


iwiftneſs. They that © rejoice in our canyerfion,” _ 


Luke xv. 10. are glad to be inſtrumental 8 
WEL our eee wy do it not with re- 
Dew . 
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| ae but chearfulneſs ; ; it is not an im. 
poſed upon them; but at once an at afwbedicnce 
to God, and of affeQion to us. N 
2. It is a very ſafe conveyance; . is no 
danger from the wicked apoſtate ſpirits, though 
Hike Pharaoh, they do purſue us, when we are 
3 going out of their land. Satan is indeed the 
p prince of the power of the air,” Eph. ii. 2.; and 
we are to paſs through his territories to the city 
.of the living God ; but having ſuch a royal-guard 
of angels to accompany us, 'we are moſt ſecure. 
For theſe angels *excel in ſtrength,“ Pfal. ciii. 20.3 
4 are greater in power and might,” 2 Pet. ii. 11. 
Though the powers of darkneſs be our aſſailants, 
angels vw light will be our protectors, and do more 
for us, than they can do againſt us. | 
3. It is pleafant, There would be terror and 
"amazement i in converſing with angels now, while 
we are compaſſed with infirmity. Eliphaz ſays, 
that when © a ſpirit paſſed before his face, his hair 
ſtood up,” Job iv. 15. So when the angel ap- 
ared at our Lord's ſepulchre, 4e. The keepers Wi 
| ſhook for fear of him, and became as dead men, 
Mat, xxviii. 4. But when we come to be ſtript Ta, 
of our body of fleſh and of fin, they will be very 
acceptable and delightful companions. To ſee by 
faith theſe inviſible ſpirits hovering about our 
death- beds, is a ſweet proſpect, far beyond the 
moſt charming objects of _ which we now 
' behold, | | 
„„ honourable. TO be tratiſported thus 
| by angels, is to be carried in triumph: it is the 
putting of a glory upon us, in our paſſage into 
glory, to be waited upon by creatures ſuperior to 
ourſelves. | This is the Father's good pleaſure, not 
only to give us a kingdom, but to conduct us into. 
6 85 ſome 8 "RE chief 1 and N 
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home, like the children of a king, with noble at- 
tendants ; they have a company: aſſigned them, 
which are a credit to them. Creatures which 
ſome have been tempted to worſhip, are not only 
our fellow-ſervants, as they own, yy xix. 10. 

but made to do ſervice to us. | | 


Tv. Why does God 1 7 it fo, that hoty ole 
ſhould be conveyed to heaven after this manner ? 
Anf. Here are Teveral __ fit to be conſi · 

| Pm 5 nc 

1. When God drove Adam out of this garden, 
he placed angels at the door of it, to hinder his 

return into it, Gen, iii. ult. There were che- 
rubims, and a flamin ſword, to keep the way of 
the tree of life.“ It is therefore the more fit and 
congruous, that they who were appointed by God 
to Keep us out of an earthly paradiſe, ſhould be 
the inſtruments to let us into the heavenly; that 
they who were the miniſters of God's juſtice up- 
on our fall, ſhould be made the miniſters of his 
merey at our diſſolution. 

2. When Elijah was tranſlated without caſting 


God makes uſe of them in the tranflation of dyi 
ſaints likewiſe, to ſhew, that death makes no "Ui | 
fereace in reſpect of our bleſſed convoy: There 
appeared a chariot of fire, and horſes of fire, when 
Elijah was taken up,“ 2 Kings ii. II.; as after. 
wards, when. Eliſha, his ſucceſſor, was beſet by 
the Syrian tcoops at Dothan, the place was full 
of horſes and chariots. of fire round about hin 
chap. vi. 4. 4. e. (as molt dv very reaſonably un F, 
ſtand it . aſſuming ſuch form. 
FS. aicenhon Proc me, We red. not 


er death, it was by the ſame means, and tlrerefors 


eee rc et Rap noe 6 
DE OC TI TEN 


Os — 


I INRIEY 


” 5. 2 Gro. 


— — 


fi 
1 
| 
{ 
1 
114 
1 
F: 
it 
th 
N 


— —— ht 4668 —_— 
> O44 1 _ 
bh — — 2 * 1 * 


way — eros cs as. = 45109 es 
— ̃ ———— 


— — — 
d lee 
w =Y 
P Ne 365 — _ . 
a : — 8 1 mm 
» 7 "A 


i 7 
fo * . 
— 
1 
- 3 8 
* 


8K R MON m. 


them a got. ** at his coming Into the world, Luke 
ii. 13. but at his going out, Acts i. 10. One 


evangeliſt ſays, that he was carried up into hea- 


yen,” Luke xxiv. 51. For though he aſcended . 
by his own power, and needed not the help of au- 


gels to bear him thither, yet, for the greater ſo. ' 
| lemnity of the action, they were appointed to at- 


tend him. Hence David ſpeaks of the chariots 


of God, and of the Lord's being among them, upon 
this occaſion, Pfal, Ixviii. 1). 18. Now, as our 
aſcenſion 1 is by virtue of his, it is conformable to 


it; as our forerunner went to glory, ſo do we 80 
thither. 4 
4. Angels are ſent forth to miniſter to us while 


we live, and therefore. are the fitter to perform 


this miniſtry when we die. Believers being their 


care and charge now, it is not reaſonable that 
they ſhould be negleted then, when their aſſiſtance 
is eſpecially neceſſary. Good angels, under God, 
are our preſent defenders : © The angel of the 


Lord encampeth round about them that ſear him,” 


Sc. Pfal. xxxiv. 7. Again,“ They fhall Keep 


thee in all thy ways, and bear thee up in their 
bands, Sc., Pfal. xci. 11. 12. It would be 


ſtrange, if they that accompany us all along, ſhould 
214 forlake us in our laſt moments. 


5. Angels will be employed to gather us toge- 
ther after death, at the reſurrection, Mat. xxiv. 
31.3 and on that account they are ſtyled ther _ 


; ers, chap. xii. 39. Though Chritt himſelf 
_ raiſe and quicken our dead bodies, yet when they 


are raiſed, and quickened, it will be the work 


of angels to collect and bring us from the ſeveral 
parts of the world into one great and gene- 
ral aſſembly; therefore it is the more properly 
their work alſo to ys our. fouls beforehand 
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6. We are to be made equal to angels hereafter, 


Luke xx. 36. ; and to be their everlaſting aſſociates, 
Heb. Xii. 22. And therefore what meſſengers ſo 


fit to convey us to that place which they them- 
felves inhabit ? We are deſigned for the ſame glo- 


rious condition, in which they have ſtood from their 
firſt creation; we are to live in their communion, 


and to unite in their praiſes; conſequently they 


are our moſt ſuitable tranſlators. 


1. Information. 1½, This teaches us; that the 


glory of Divine Providence 1s not eclipſed by the 


bſervieney of ſecond cauſes... God is the grand 


agent in our preſervation upon earth, and recep- 


tion to heaven; but angels are ſubordinate to 
him in both. We are carried by God ſupremely, 
« from the womb to the grave,” IIa. Xlvi. 3. 4. 
But this does not exclude the uſe of ſuch inſtru- 
ments as he thinks meet. He is to be moſt grate:- 
fully acknowledged, and yet they are not to be 
denied.  24/y, Though God hath a defire to the 
whole work of his hands, he manifeſts it ſooneſt. - 


to our beſt and moſt valuable part. He does not 


forget the bodies of believers, which are his work- 
manſhip, but yet he leaves them to lie rotting in the 
earth for a long time, before they are brought to 
dwell in heaven ; whereas our ſouls, which have 


the livelieſt prints of his image, are, immediately 
upon the diſſolving of our clay-tabernacles, let into 


his preſence ; as John the beloved diſciple was fixſt” 
admitted into the high- prieſt's palace, and after- 


wards he brought in Peter, John xviii. 5. 16. 


2. Exhortation. 1/4, Let finners tremble to 
conlider, whither they will be carried at death, 
ſeeing they are committed to no ſuch guardians. 
as Lazarus in the text, but, on the contrary, are 
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left to the rage of infernal ſpirits. Evil angels, 

- as the executioners of wrath, will convey the 

\ ſouls of wicked men out of their bodies, before 
the tribunal of God, and from thence to priſon. 
How much then does it concern you to look after 

a change of ſtate, with greateſt haſte, left Satan 
your adverſary ſhould in a little time be autho.. 
riſed to come and fetch you away, and deliver you 
to the Judge! Mat. v. 25. 2dly, Let ſaints re- 

© Joice, both in the expectation of death, and when 

it comes. The hope which they have ſhould 
make this-matter of gladneſs ro them, which to 

others is moſt dreadful. When old Jacob ſaw 

the waggens which Joſeph his ſon had ſent to carry. 
him into Egypt, his ſpirit revived, Gen. xlv. 27. 
So, though our journey to Canaan, in the laſt 
ſtage of it, lies through a gloomy valley, yet we 
ſhall not be alone in it, nor will the paſſage be 
long; for we ſhall be borne upon angels wings, 
which move a preat deal faſter than thoſe wag- 

gos. Let this therefore help to ſupport us under 

our ſaddeſt fear, and in our ſharpeit agonies, that 

we are emboldened to ſay with our laſt breath, as 4s 
a dying man of uy once did, ” e do your i 
office.“ 
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Long xvi. 22. 23. —The bi man af died, and 
was Buried; and in "hell he lift up bis eyes, 
| being in torments, and ſeeth Abraham afar * 
and Lazarus 7 in his boſom | 


"Ayn, in the fer part of this 22d Verte | 
conſidered the death of the beggar, and his 
trandlation by the hands of angels, into heaven, I 

come now to what is ſaid concerning the rich mau 
in theſe words; where, we have ſeveral particus 
hrs offered to our corfideration. 1. His death.; 
3 the rich man alſo died; though he outlived the 
deggar, yet he followed him in a little time; after 
a ſhort reprieve, he fell under the ſame ſentence; | 
not being able with all the ſubſtance of his houſe. 
to defend himſelf againſt it. As it is faid, Pak 

W Xxlix. ro.“ Likewile the fool and the brutiſh per- 
| ſon periſh, and leave their wealth to ottrers.“ 
When their ſouls are required, they have no more 
power to retain them, than other men. 2. His 
funeral; and was . Thiere i is no ſuch thing 
mentioned concerning the beggar when he died ; 

not that we are therefore to conclude, that he had | 
no barial, but it is paſſed” by in ſilence, b-cauſe 
leſs honourable. „ The ſmall and the great do 
Lend meet in | the duſt,” 1981 itt. T9; "T0 both 


W 3. go · 
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| go o en long nd but their — ons are not 
with equal pomp; the po man's funerals are 
not ſo ſplendidly adorned, nor attended; he goes 
down to the grave with 120 noiſe and obfervacion. 
A decent interment is without doubt a due reſpe& 
to the very aſhes of the dead; and therefore God 
threatens it as a puniſhment to Jehoiachin, that 
he ſhould be buried with the burial of an aſs, Jer. 
xxii. 19. But the higheſt reſpect of this fort, 
(even when beyond all the bounds and meaſures 
ol ſobriety), which is expreſſed to the dead body, 
zs of no benefit or kindneſs to the departed ſoul ; 
that in the mean time very often needs the great. 
_ eſt compaſſion, but cannot receive it; the mourn- 
ers here walk about the ſtreets for a little while, 
when perhaps the deceaſed is lain down in endleſs 
forrow. 3. The wretchedneſs of his caſe in the 
next world; ſet forth by being ir hell, and in tor- 
menti. 1 5 In hell. The original word aades 
does commonly ſignify the ſtate of the dead in ge- 
neral, and ſometimes the grave, but here it is 
put for hell, the ſtate of the damned, that woful 
region, which God hath allotted for the everlaſt- 1 
ing reſidence of fallen angels and wicked men. 
2aly, Being in torments ; they that are in hel! 
cannot be otherwiſe, but ſpend their eternity 
without one moment of eaſe. They are * deli- 
vered to the tormentors,” Mat. xviii. 34. ; z and 
never ſhall be delivered from them. There is no- 
thing to be endured upon earth, which is to be 
matched with the ꝓains of hell; all the anguiſh 
and horror, vexation and diſquiet, which any ſouls 
have felt in this world, is tolerable, when com- 
/ pared with what they feel in that world,. where 
can be no hope or. poſſibility of relief. 4. His 
- exerciſe of ſight there ; he 2 As bis eyes. Bo- 
dily members and ſenſible acts are ſcribed in 
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8 to ſeparate ſouls, only by way of allu- 
| fion, as they are likewiſe many times attrihu ted 


to God himſelf, (though he be a pure and per- 


fe& ſpirit), after the manner of men. The apoſtle 


ſpe aks of © every knee bowing . at the name of 
Jeſus, of things in heaven, as well as __ | 


earth, and under the earth,” Phil. 11. 10. 
cannot be meant of ſuch a bowing, as ſome ſuper- 


ſtitiouſly practice, becauſe the things in heaven, 


and under the earth, have no knees to bow in a 
literal ſenſe ; but it is meant of an univerſal ſab- 


jection and ſubmiſſion to the power and authority 


of Chriſt. - So here, the rich man in hell had no 
eyes of fleſh ; but the eye of his mind, which, had 


been ſhut while he lived, began to be opened af- , 


ter death ; his underſtanding: and conſcience were 
| awakened, and he was ave I of thoſe things 
which he did not apprehend, or would not 


merly believe. 5. The object of this fight ; ; and 985 4 


eth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his Bo- 


ſom. It would be very difficult to conceive, what - 
proſpect the damned in hell, who are compaſled - | 


about with blackneſs of darkneſs, could have of 


= the glorified in heaven, if this were to be under- 
ſtood of a carnal view; but the perception of the 


mind is frequently in ſcriptare ſet forth by ſeeing: 
l ſee (ſays Paul) another law in my members,” 
&. Rom. vii. 23. i. e. I underſtand and ex 


rience that there is ſuch a principle of corruption ' fie 9 
ſtruggling within me. So here, the rich mam 
faw- Abraham and Lazarus, i. e. he knew that 


they were together in a more happy ſtate than he 
was himſelf; he knew that the þgggar, who had 


lain at his gate, in extremity of pain and want, 


was now certainly got- above. all thoſe evils, and 
advanced to a far better condition- than he or 7 


an could be in, * Sos ſtay in this wor 
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SERVA Ton. The Jouls of the ungodly, overt 
while their bodies He in the grave, are in a 
Fate of greateft * miſery, which ic aggravated 


19; a ferſfe. of the n he ED of 48888 


Here I ſhall ſhew, N 
| _ That there is ſuch a Kate of miſery for 
unholy A 
1 That they are actually in it When their 
Bodies are Ying 1 in the grave. 
5 OE How they come to have a ſenſe ef thoſe 
8 which before they had not. 
How a particular fenſe of the bleffednefs of | 
Kieas, is an aggravation of their EY: 
V. The Ve... 


| Tv Mew, that there is uch a ſhite of miſery 
5 for unholy fouts. Hell. torments are no melan- 
choly fancies, nor empty threatenings to keep the 
a in awe, bat ſad and ates (on realities: 
or | 
| ==; Rr The viſible impunity of. rates of fin. 
ners in this world, is a plain argument of wrath up 
treaſured up againſt them in the next: It is this 
very conſideratien which hath chiefly quieted and 
ſatisfied the minds of good men, with reſpect to 
wicked men's proſperity ; that the Lord knoweth 
Hor to reſerve:the unjuſt to future puniſhment, 
when he exempts them from it at the prefent, 
2 Pet. it. 9. They are not plagued like other men 
now, Pfal Ixxiii. 5. Becauſe they are to ſuffer 
a great deal worſe at laſt; the © rod of God is not 
upon them now,” Job xi. 9. Eecauſe it is to 
reſt upon them for ever, Mralefactors deſigned 
for the gallows, eſcape the lefſer penalties of whip- | 
ing, or burning in the hand, and their execution 
n 9 te a daten time, e 
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SERMON IV. a 
kind of penalties are more ſpeedily inflicted for 


| lighter offences. So the greateſt criminals being 


often let alone in this life, it ſhews that there is 4 
| greater deſtruction appointed for them in the 


pen: 


2. The worſt of evils, which-at any time are 
or can be ſuffered here, fall vaſtly ſhort of the due 
demerit of ſin. It is not poſlible for any ſinner to 


be ſo miſerable within the bounds of this life oaly, © - 
as he deſerves to be on the account of fin ; for 


though his miſery may be very great in its mea-' 


| | ſare, yet as to its duration it can be but ſmall; 


how extraordinary ſoever it be as to the degree, 
it muſt needs be inconſiderable as to the con- 


: tinuance. Now, it is neceſſary for the honour of 
W God's righteouſneſs, that the puniſhment ſhould 
bear a proportion to the guilt ; whereas there 1s 


no proportion between an infinite tranſgreſſion 


and a finite ſuffering. In every ſin committed a. 


gainſt God, the provocation is boundleſs, and 
therefore the duration of the puniſhment muſt be - 


FX endleſs alſo. This is irfcplied in “ every diſobe- 
dience receiving a juſt recompence,” Heb. ii. 2. 
Ihe wages of 5 is, 

death, Rom. vi. 23. Such wages as anſwer to 


n is, and cannot but be eternal 


the work, cannot be paid in the compaſs of this cn 


temporal life, 


3. There are few, if any ſinners in the world, 


but what have ſome intimations and preſages in 


chemſelves of ſuch a miſerable ſtate hereafter, — 


What elſe is that which the apoſtle calls a © fear- 
ful looking for of judgement and fiery indigna- 


tion?“ Heb. x. 279. Theſe fears, which they 


would remove or extinguiſn, if they were able, 


their condemnation by their uwn hearts at preſent, 
is like the firt drops of that horrible tempeſt, 


at » 
. - 4 
| * CL 


9775 which 


are che earneſt of what they muſt expect to feel; 
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which G6d hath threatened to rain uptm them, 
The worm that never dies begins to bite them in 
this world; they are tormented before the time, 
enough to put it beyond all diſpute, that whey 
the time comes, of their paſſage into eternity, their 
_  torments will be (abundantly increaſed. How 
_ -  Eay ſinners pretend to doubt, for their doubts are 
merely pretended for the moſt part, whether there 
be ſuch a place as an everlaſting hell hereafter, 
when they carry about them ſuch an initial hell 
4. Death hath really no ſting, and if it may be 
called an enemy, is a very harmleſs oue, if chere 
be no hell to follow after it. The fling of death 
is ſaid to be ſin, 1 Cor. xv. 55.; becauſe fin binds 
cover to a puniſhment after death. That which 
makes death ſo formidable, that the Holy Ghoſt 
calls it the King of terrots, Job xviii. 4. is not 
the diſſolution of our preſent being fo much; but 
8s it is an introduction to future miſery. The 

value of that life which death puts an end to, is 


vances which attend it; and taking them all toge- 
ther, they generally weigh down pur comforts and 
__ delights ſo far, that we might be reaſonably will. 
ing to quit both at once; It is therefore the ſecoud 
death which gives the main bitterneſs to the firſt, 
5 The glory of God's juſtice could not endure 
for ever, if all the monuments of it ſhould be de- 
_ fared, when this world comes to an end. Every 
divine attribute is to ſhine forth with an eternal 
luſtre; and therefore the impenitent finner muſt * 
fuffer the vengeance of eternal fire. The wrath 
of God, which is now revealed from heaven in the 
word, Rom. i. 18, 5 is to be manifeſted with-- 
oat ceaſing by its effects in hell. Moſes cries 


out, Who knoweth the power of thine anger?“ 
7 > 5 : Ws IT} Im 
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mightily ſunk by the continua preſſures and grie- 
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in this world, that queſtion might eaſily be an- 


| ſwered A man's wrath would then reach as 
far as God's; for men oan kill the body, and tur- 
ture it hefore they kill it; but when they have 


is over; whereas the unknown triumphs of ini. 


nite juſtice are perpatu l. 
6. Jeſus Chriſt came upon à very vain: and 
needleſs errand into the world, if there be no ſuch 
thing as a ſtate of miſery after death. His bufi- 
neſs, worthy of being undertaken by ſuchꝭ a per- 
ſon, in coming from the higheſt heavens, was to 
deliver ſouls: from the loweſt: hell. Qur Lord 
does not ſave us from the leſſer conſequences of fin, 
the calamities of this life, for we are full expoſed 


he ſanctiſies them indeed by his Spirit, hut his 
providence does not certainly defend us againſt 
them. Do ue therefore enjoy no immunity by 
the death of Chriſt? Did he his blood, and 


leave us as obnexious as we were before? Ne, 
8 furely : “ He hath delivered: us. from the wrath 
to come, 1 Thelf, i. 10, There is our /privi®e - 
bege; but if that wrath be imaginary, ſo is our 5 


deliverance. . 

II. That unholy fouls. are actually in fuch a 
ſtate of miſery, when the bodies from which they 
are ſeparated by death are lying in the grave. 


is a damnation previous to the reſurrection, and 
that treads. upon the beels of death, which reſpects 
the ſoul. Now, Eo Fe Tags og. 5 * 5 
1. This appears from the whole courſe and 
ſtrain of the parable, Chriſt does not ſpeak of 
,,,, OL g „„ AP 
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Pole 2022. If iv ere all {pen and exhauſted 


to them, though he. be made redemption to us 


As there is a reſurrection of, or to :damnation; + 24% 
| which concerns the body, John v. 29.; ſo there 
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hat the ſoul endures, when it is RET A" with 
| the body, but of what it undergoes, while the 
body is buried in the duſt, before it riſes again at 

the ſecond coming. For, (".) As the beggar, 
when he died, immediately paſſed into Abraham's 
: boſom, lo the rich man is no ſooner dead, than we 

find him in hell, and in torments; as tlie bleſſed. 
neſs of the one was not ta be deferred, nor put 
off, ſo neither was the miſery of the other. (2.) 
The rich man here mufl be ſuppoſed to be in hell, 
while he had five. brethren living upon earth, un- 
der the miniſtry of the word, and not yet come 
to this place of torment, ver. 279.—29. Which 


could not be confiſtent with truth, if the rich man's | 


torments here were to be. underſtood after the 
reſurrection; for then the ftate of all perſons and 
things will be univerſally altered and fixed. 
2. There is a judgement which paſſes 3 
every perſon at the end of this life, as 
there will be at the end of the world, when he 
dies, as well as when he comes to be raiſed again; 
which is common diſtinguiſhed i into a particular 
and genera] judgernent; and there ĩs the ſame event 
as to both. The particular judgement determines Wa 
the ſoul to that happinefs or miſery, ta which the 
general judgement will determine foul and body; 
that final lot which will be caſt. upon the whole 
perſon in the great day of the Lord, will take hold 
of one part of us at our laſt moments. The — 
ture ſeems to hint theſe two ſeveral feaſoris of 
judgement: We ſhall all ſtand before the j 


ment ſeat of Chriſt ;” 1. e. all together, making 
dar joint appearance, Rom. xiv. 10. And every 


one of us ſhall give an account of himſelf to Gody7y 
i. e. every one fingly, and alone, ver, 12. 
3. The time of life is the time of dickin ed! 


© bearer; whereas if the ſouls of che wicked 
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ment, there would be a much greater exerciſe of 
| patience towards them after death, than, before it. 
| The long-ſuffering of God waits on the diſobe- 


cient,” while living, 1 Pet. iii. 20. bot when 


he lets it looſe ; and wrath takes place from thence 
| forward for ever.. f „„ 


ir e ww is e Www ew * 


n WS ir. how much more would it be to have the 

9 aſſurance of ſuch a ſuſpenſion after death } A little 
0 ſhort reſpite makes men mad upon their luſts; 
but how regardleſs would they be of all reſtraint, - 
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were not turned into hell, before the day of judge N | 


death comes, it gives way to provoked fury. God 
bears with ſinners on this fide the grave, but not 
beyond it; he holds his hand, it may be, as long 
as they are in this world, but upon their removal 


4. Next to the prevention of hell itſelf, it would 
be the moſt acceptable doctrine to a ſinner, to 
chink that he ſhould be kept, not only while he 
lives, but while the world ſtands, from going thi- 
cher. If the not executing of judgement ſpeedily 1 
in this life be an encouragement to fin; Eccl. viii. 


Mi death and damnation were fo far aſunder ! It is 
be nearneſs of theſe to one another, which gives 
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| ſeared and hardened now, ſo that chien es to come 
do not affect them; but when thoſe things become 


preſent, e eee revives, and, as Sampſon with 


the Philiſtines upon him, ſhakes itſelf. hides 
the heart from underſtanding here, and that very 
juſtly after men have hoodwinked themſelves, and 
_ To they go on to hell blindfold; but in hell, they are 
immediately rouſed, conviction ſeizes and faſtens 
upon them. That light which they withſtood 
and kept out from promoting their repentance 
Will break in to their everlaſting confuſion.  - 
2. In hell, there is a ceſſation of all thoſe di- 
verting charms, wherewith men are purſued 


earth. The ſound of the vio), the noiſe of wild 


and wanton companions, the "ſucceflive hurries 
from one carnal pleaſure-to another, help very 
much to drown the cries of a guilty conſcience 
© here; the ſoul hath ſo much to do in fulfilling the 
 defires of the fleſh, that it hath no leiſure to attend 
to any other matters. But all theſe things end 
wich this life; there are no Delilahs in the next 
world, to lull men on their knees; no ſenſual. en- 


chantments to bewitch them any more; no muſic, þ * 


but the voice of roaring ; no wine, but that of the 
' wrath of God. The miſerable ſinner leaves all 
theſe alluring vanities behind him, and hath oY 
. of borror preſent with „„ 


IV. How is che miſery of the W aggrs- 
| - vated by a ſenſe of the bleſſedneſs of the glorified? 
85 Anf. 1. One contrary in all caſes, and parkjcu- 
2 in this, does ſet off, and heighten another. 
It makes hell ſo much the worſe, becauſe there is 
ſuch a place as heaven. Utter darkneſs: is the 
more diſmal by reaſon of its oppoſition to an in- 
heritance in light. It adds to a man's torment to 
= Sram the 3 when nn, 
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in Abraham's boſom. A ſtate of wretched con- 
finement is the leſs tolerable, when there are ſuch; 
as live in the ſweet enjoyment of glorious liberty. 
It is an aggravation of any evil, to conſider how. 


- 


great that good is, which it deprives us of, and 


excludes us from. 


2. Envy, which is raiſed and ſharpened by the 
happineſs of others, is a moſt uneaſy, torturing 
paſſion. Though wrath be cruel, and anger out- 
rageous, yet envy exceeds them; the wiſe man 
ſays, © Who is able to ſtand before it?“ Prov. 


xxvii. 4. So I may ſay, who is able to fubſiſt 
with any degree of comfort under it? It breeds 


an hell within us of itſelf, and it is indeed one 


eat part of the miſery of men's future hell. 
ar Lord deſcribes it ſo, Luke xiii. 28. There 


ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, when you 
ſhall ſee Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, and al! 
the prophets in the kingdom of God, and ou 


yourſelves thruft out. 


3. This envy will be increaſed by the conſidera- 
on of the quality of the perſons, who are the ob- _ 
jects of it. Theſe bleſſed ones in heaven, were 
formerly, during their abode on earth, of all men 
the moſt deſpiſed; many of them were made 4 


gazing- ſtock, both by reproaches and other afflic- 


tions, Heb. x. 33. A ſcorn and deriſion to thoſe - 
that were round about them, Pſal. xliv. 13. Now, 
that theſe men ſhould he advanced to ſo much - 
glory, muſt needs be very cutting to thoſe who have 
vilified and ſet them at nought; they can never bear, 


that ſuch as they counted the filth of the world, ſhould 
be numbered among God's brighteſt jewels, 


4. It will aggravate the finner's miſery, that 4 
the ſame bleſſedneſs which ſaints now poſſeſs, 
was once in his offer but was rejected by him, 
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Time was, when the door ſtood open, and they 
8 . 2 9 2 8 A 5 E 2 2 4 N 


would 


. 8 
THE. TOY . ff 
1 4 b N * 


1 SERMON . 


be ſo by the ſenſe which tlie glorified. have of the 


would not enter, fo that the 35 may blame them. 
ſelves for being fbut out. If they had not- ne- 
- | glefted this great ſalvation, they had been par. 
takers of it alſo. ' The propoſals of grace and 
life were made to them, as well as unto others: 
to the rich man here, as well as to the beggar; 
but the beggar accepted what the rich man refu- 
ſed; and while the one was happy in his choice, 
the other therefore might the more 8 es be- 


R er his folly. 


2 v. The TW 

1. Information. 1½, Obſtinate insel will 
have a deſperate cure at laſt. As ſtubborn as 
men are now in their reſiſting of the truth, and 
bidding defiance to all the reaſon and evidence 
wblich is laid before them, yet let them know, 
that theſe atheiſtical triumphs are but ſhort, for 
there is not one unconvinced finner in hell. As 
the devils believe, ſo do all that ſhare in the 


fame puniſhment with them. All ſach perſons 


may read both their Wen and their doom in 


that text, [fa. xxvi. 11. ; Lord, when thy hand 
is lifted up, they will not ſee ; but they ſhall ſee,” hr 


&, They will not as long as they can avoid iti 
but they ſhall, when they can avoid it no longer. 
24%, If heaven need y thing to recommend 


it, or render it more defirable than it is, it would 


miſery of the damned. This is reaſonable to con- 
clude from that apprehenſion which the damned have 


of the happineſs of the glorified. The ſaints above 


are not ignorant of what they have eſcaped, and 

are redeemed from; though as to their particular 

| knowledge of thoſe that ſuffer what they eſcape; 

I ſhould be cautious of arguing too far, from Rev. 
xiv. 10.3 where we read of antichriſtians being 

; ene | 
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Ne tormented | in the preſence of the 9 angels. 
This is certain, that hell is ſo far naked before 
them in heaven, as to make them eminently grate- | 
ful for their own deliverance, EY 
2. Exhortation- 1/8, Let all perſons be pe 8 
ſuaded to know that for their good now, which 
otherwiſe they will know to their fruitleſs vexa- 
tion, when it is too late. He who turneth into / 
the ſtrange woman, is ſaid © not to know that the 
dead are there, and that her gueſts are in the 
depths of hell, Prov. ix. 18. But the time is 
haſtening, when he ſhall be made to know it by 
woful experience. It is in this caſe, as it was 
with thoſe Benjamites, who ( knew not that evil 
was near them,” Judg. xx. 34.3 but quickly af. - 
ter © ſaw that evil was come upon them,” ver. 


ce 
, 41. Our wiſdom lies in the exerciſe of preven- 
or tive knowledge; keeping our eyes ſo open _ 
\; that we may never lift them up in bell. 24% 
he Let us learn to ſtand in awe of that God, who is 


able to ſhew his wrath, and make his power 
known by ſuch. terrible effects. It is a leſſon 
which Chriſt teaches us; Mat. x. 28. Fear him 
who is able to deſtroy both ſoul and body 
in hell ;” firſt the ſoul, and afterwards the body. 
The mere dread of of with i is indeed too ſlaviſſi Aa 
principle for. children to be ated by; but yet it 
becomes even a child of God to tremble at the 
thoughts of what his Father will inflict on the devils 
ſlaves, while he rejoices in being begotten to bet- 
ter hopes. We are to ſave men with fear, rather, 
than let them periſh by fooliſh confidence; for: 
they that dare to fin in 50 face of ſuch deftrodtion, 
c | 
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Lone: xvi. xxiv. ” ap be TY 4 n Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and ſend Laza- 
rus, that be way dip the tip of his finger in 
. water, and cool my tongue 5 for Tam torment= 


ed in 2 lame. 7 5 


| Px rich mgn being like J adas; ohne t to PER own 
place, as hath been ſhewn, theſe words be- 
gin the dialogue between him and Abraham, 
which is continued to the end of the chapter. We 
are by no means to underſtand it, as if there 
were, or could be, any ſuch conferences held be- 
tween the glorified and damned]; for the rich man 
faw Abraham afar off, ver. 23. Heaven and 
hell are at too great a diſtance / to admit of mu- 
tual converſation betwixt their ſeveral. inhabi- 
tants; but the ſcope of the whole is to ſhew; what 
might be probably urged by the one, and what 
might as reaſonably be replied by the other. In 
this verſe, particularly, we find/ the rieb man 
tturned beggar : Lazarus had ſo on earth, and 
| - _ tow Heis ſo in hell. And be cried, and ſaid, "We... 
Here we have theſe three things; the perſon 
n he addreſſes, the petition itſelf, with te + 
ground and reaſon of it. 1. The perſon whom he 
addrefſes, Father Abraham. He calls him by” 
that title, Sata ans ti ons to him, as an 
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eminent perſon, but as the real father of the 
Jewiſh nation; and that people to whom this pa- 
rable was ſpoken, boaſted much in it, and laid 
a great deal of ſtreſs upon it, that they had 
Abraham to be their father,” Mat. iii. 9. 
John viii. 39. They thought that the privilege 
of being deſcended from him, gave them a right- 
ful elaim to all manner of bleſſings; and there- 
fore the rich man is here introduced ſpeaking in 
their language, to preface the following words 
with more advantage. 2. The petition itſelf, 
which is ſet down both more generally, and more 
expreſsly. 1½, More generally; bade mercy on 
me. One may tlrink that the Papiſts are put very 
hard to it, when they would draw in this text to 
countenance the doctrine and practice of praying 
to departed ſaints; whereas the ſupplicant here 
was not a living man, but a damned ſoul in hell; 


enough; he urged it to no purpoſe, as the iſſue of 
all prayers to ſaints will be; he was diſappointed 
as to what he deſired, and met with a denial. 
Zaints can have no merey, where God hath none; 
it is in vain to invoke their bowels, when his are 
ſhut up. They that have for ſaken the fountain 
of compaſſion, can have no benefit by going ta 
ciſterns. zdly, More exprefsly and diſtinctliy; and 
ſo his requeſt may be divided into three parts. 


” * 


thoſe very perſons to whom they themſelves have 
been moſt barbarous; as tlie rich man here in- 


and the iſſue of the petition was diſcouraging 


(I.) Seu Lagarus; it is no ſtrange thing for te 
proudeſt finners to be ſometimes glad of the help 
of the meaneſt ſaints; to ſeek! to be beholden o 


treats relief by that Lazarus, whom he, when on 


earth, would not relieve. The time may come, 
when the great ones of the world will not only 


| covet with eagerneſs the mercies which they no- 
n 5 ; | Ds | 5 eont 2 5 "of 
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dicht. (2.) That be may dip the tip of bis finger 


7 vii. 6. But this dipping of the end of the finger 


of the 


- _ fire, ſuch as we ſee or feel in this world, or only 


: | fider, 1/, That a material fire cannot feed upon 
© _ devouring flame; the ſoul is no combuſtible ſub- 
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- Ad but would be willing alſo to er the 


inſtruments which they are now moſt apt to 


in water; the three hundred men of whom Gi- 
deon's army was compoſed, were ſuch as lapped 
the water, by taking a little in the palms of their 
. hands, and ſo putting it to their mouths, Judg. 


in water, is a great deal leſs. It is a ſmall fa. 
vour which is aſked, and yet not fo ſmall, but that 
it is refuſed; how ütttle ſoever thoſe miſerable 
fouls do 2 there is nothing which will be 
granted. (3.) And cool my tongue ; ſeparate ſouls 
© have really no tongues, any more than eyes; but 
there may be an illufion to the anguith of this part, 
becauſe the tongue is a member, whoſe ſinful abuſe 
is particularly puniſned in the next world; for 
the Holy Ghoſt ſays, that the “ tongue is a fre, 
and ſet on fire of hell,” James iii. 6, Therefore 
it is very juſt, that it ſhould be revenged with 
fire in hell alſo. That tongue which is ſo often 
inordinately heated now, will need as much to be 
cooled hereafter. 3. The ground and reaſon f 
_ this petition: or I am tormented in this am-; 
he is ſaid to be in torments, verſe 23. Here the 
* cauſe of the torment is ſet forth. OY and ſuch 
like A in ſeripture, have given the occafion 
diſpute, whether hell-fire be material or 
metaphorical ; whether it be properly and ſtrictly 


the moſt exquiſite torture repreſented to us by 
that figure. The latter is moſt likely, if we con- 


ſpirits; however the body might be fuel for a 


ſtance. 24, The fire which the damned are 
* "wy is the ſame with that which is pre- 


my 


SERMON-YV. 553 
pared for the devil and his angels, of whom real 
fire can take no hold, and upon whom it hath no 
power, Mat. xxv. 41. gal, Temporal calamities 
in this world are often ſet forth by the metaphor 
of fire, Pſal. Ixvi. 12. Ia. xliii. 23. and many other 
places. 4thly, The wrath of God, and guilt of 
ſin, are frequently compared to fire; when it cats —_ 
not be underſtood of ſire in a literal ſenſe, Pal. "= 
Ixxix. 5. James v. 3. Stb, This metaphor, when 4 
pplict: to eternal puniſhments, 1s often varied, 
which intimates a figurative meaning. Sometimes 
hell is ſtyled a © furnace of fire,” Mat. x11. 50. 
and at other times a lake of fire, Rev. xx. 
14. 15. Now a furnace and a lake are ſo very di. 
ferent, that hell cannot be both, if we take tboſe 
phraſes according to the latter: -6tþp, The repre 
| ſentation of the torments of hell by fire, does not 
only refer to fire in general, as a raging furious | 
element, but it feems: to have a partieulat reſpect 
to that fire, wherein the idelatrous Iſraelites. of. 
fered up their children to Moloch. This is the 
Tephet, which the prophet ſays was ordained of 
old ; Iſa. xxx. lt. And the place where this 
eruelty was exerciſed, was the valley of [+ 
near to Jeruſalem; and therefore hell-fire, Mat. 
v. 22. is, in the Greek, the fire of Gehenna, or 
the fire of the. valley of Hinnom. Wretched ſouls 
will be ſacrificed to infinite juſtice, as thofe poor 
infants were there to a ſenſeleſs idol. So that the 
Holy Ghoſt makes uſe of the ſimilitude of fire in 
this diſmal caſe, becauſe the thing itſelf was made 
N uſe of — — e e — 
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0 OBSERVATION. _ The haſt refreſhments a ans. 
patiently defired by damned ſouls in bell, but 
moſt . n _ be. e 


g Here, 1 ſhall 3 be 
I. What refreſhments 9— are which the dem- 4 
ned 1 in hell deſire. | 
II. Whence theſe defires do forings- 15 ? 
k * Why all ee are righteonſly with. | 
2E , 
IV. The ver. 


4, To bew, what thoſe 1 re ut are, which 
the damned in hell defire, So far as the light of 
ſceripture, and the nature of the thing will help us 
to judge of a ſtate which we are utter ſtrangers to, 
we may with good reaſon conelude, that whatſoever 
WW would miniſter any relief to them, is —_ 
wio.iſhed for by them. Particularly, | 
| 1, A recovery, if it might be, Ut that forte: 
= joyments. It may be truly ſaid of them in hell, 
"as it is of Babylon 1 upon her fall, Rev. xviii. 14. 
That all the things which their ſouls luſted after 
are departed from them; but the luſt after ſuch 
- tip does ſtill remain. Their worldly carnal in- 
clinations and appetites are not deſtroyed, though 
the objects of them are taken away: The miſe- 
ries of the damned do not make an alteration upon 
them, ſo as to render ahy of them more ſpiritually 
minded than they were on earth. They ſavoured 
the things of the fleſh before, and ſo they do ſtill; 
they were formerly lovers of pleaſure more than: 
lovers of God, and they continue to be the ſame. 
The principles of ſenſuality ſick to them as much 
as ever, though they are debarred from the exer- 
ciſe of theſe principles. It is part of their ſorroẽw-w. 
that they Have left all. their — behind them 
; for 
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for if they could command them now, as freely 
as they once did, hell would be better to them 2 
than heaven. Though they enjoyed too much of 
theſe things while they lived, yet even after _ 
death they ſay. not that they had enough; they 
would be glad to return to them again, if Gd 
would grant them a-permiſſion to return. They 
would look out for no other happineſs; than that © 
which lies in the ſame enjoyments. © 
2. Support under their preſent miſery. Under 
a miſery which they never felt before, they do 
certainly deſire ſuch ſupport as they never had 
before. Ordinary infirmities in this world they _ 
were able to ſuſtain ; but the torments of hell do 
ſo. vaſtly exceed, that they cannot bear up under 
them, As no human power can reſiſt the indig- 1 
nation of God, ſo no human patience can endure 
it; © the great dax of his wrath is come, and who 
ſhall be able te ſtand?! cry they, Rev. vi. 1. 
And yet that was but a leſſer day of vengeance ' - - 
Here on earth: Damned ſouls have a load upon 
them, with which mountains of lead are not to 
be compared; and yet if we could ſuppoſe an 
= gracious influence or virtue going forth from God. 
= to them, how ſtrangely would they be upheld? 
| God promiſes to make the good man's bed in Bis 
ſickneſs; and if he ſhould do the like for thoſe 
that make their beds in hell, how much more eaſy 
would they be than they are? One ſmile from ⁊ ̃ 
God, the leaft glimpſe of any favour, would won 
derfully revive them in that congregation of the _ 
dead. Now, though the damned bear no love to 
God themſelves, yet they muſt needs deſire mani- 
feſtations of -kindneſs from him for their own re- 
lief; what would they not give to hear the leaſt 
founding of his bowels, while they are ſtruggling 
wh his diſpleaſure? ne rent 7 7” - 
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3. As abatement of their miſery itſelf; Ahlen 
ening of their burdens is very deſirable, when there 


is not ſtrength to undergo. it. Though God do 


not quite take off his hand from a miſerable crea. 


ture, yet he can make a great difference in the 


meaſure of laying it on; ſome complain that God's 
« hand pr them ſore,” Pal. xxzviii. 2. 
when others in compariſon are but gently touched 
with it. Now, the hand of God lies very heavy 
upon all that are in hell: and therefore, if God 


would but moderate their ſufferings, it would be 
* marvellous refreſhment. Here, if God do 


« viſit in anger, yet we know it not in great extre- 


mity,“ Jab xxxv. 15. But in hell, he makes a 


way to his anger, he ſtirs up all his wrath, ſo 


© that a forbearance of ſome degrees of puniſhment 
would gratify them in ſome part of their wiſhes. 


The ſcrip:ure fpeaks of * judgement without mer- 


cy,“ James ii. 13. Such judgement is ſcarcely 
executed any where, but among the damned, — 
there it is; the compaſſions of God may be ſaid 
to fail there; he puniſhes ſin there, as it deſerves; 


the vengeance which he hath now in ftore, will 


then be all brought forth; and therefore, in ſuch 
a caſe, the ſuppreſſion of any of 1 it is ne | 
to be deſired. 6 


4. Irene in ſuffering, though but for. a 
few moments now and then, would be counted 
an advantage ina miſerable eternity. That which 
makes their torments the worſe, is the conſtancy 
as well as the length of them, they are uninter- 


rupted, as well as endleſs. It is the accent of 
miſery, to be viſited every moment; ſo David 
cries out, Pſa). xxxii. 4. Day and night thy 


hand was heavy upon me; * all feaſons were alike 
to him, and filled up with equal diſtreſs. 80 


Job RT with God, chap. xvii. 7. 19. 
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* How long 2 thou not depart from me, nor 75 
let me An till I fwallow-down my ſpittle? It 
was à ſmall relaxation of his troubles which he 
fought for, and yet he could not procure it. 80 
it is, and much worſe, witli damned ſouls; ; the 
auger of God is drawn out. againſt them in one 
uninterrupted line throughout numberleſs ages; 
the juſtice of God makes no ſtops nor ptuſes in 
the inflicting of their torments upon them, but is 
always going on. How comfortable, therefore, 
would it be to them, to be allowed the leaſt 
breathing time, the ſhorteſt interval between one 
pang and another! Whereas in hell, it is not ſo 
much a ſucceſſion of err as one 1nſant of - it, 
without ſucceſſion. © 
F. A power of raking: olf . own egen 
from the torments which they endure. If they 


were able to do this, the enduring of thoſe cor, 
ments would be far leſs grievous: If they could 


| ſeparate their minds from their troables, they 


might make them tolerable; but when our trou-— 


= bles do fully poſſeſs our minds, and take up all 


6 our faculties, which 4s their caſe, it muſt of ne- 
„ ceſſity be very doleful. The fond in hell is the 
FEY very ſeat and ſubject of their ſuffering; 5 and there- | 


W fore it is impoſſible that they ſhould forget their 

| naiſery, or put it out of their view. As David 
ſaid of his fin, they may ſay of their ſorrow, that 
it is * ever before them,” Plal. li. 3. It muſt be . 


always preſent to their underſtandings, becauſe 


tlie underſtanding i is one of the parts z affected; the 


ſ:noke of their torment is contiaually fl Jing in "tht 2 


eves, and beating back in their faces, as faſt as it 


iſſues forth. What a ref reſiment would it be, if | 


they could but retire and withdraw a little from 
theaſclves ! If they could but benumb their ſpi- 


4 


ritual ſenkes for a * 7 7 lay their ſouls 1 | oi 
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in that bed of fire! Surely, if deſires _ pur. 
chaſe ſuch a liberty, every qne would have it, as 
one of the beſt remedies _ that Cen con- 
dition. 


14 
Ls 


0 5 


II. Whence de theſs defres of refreſbroent 
ſpring i in damned ſouls? 
t. Deſire will move and ic of itſelf in 2 
_ reaſonable creature. We muſt ceaſe to be rea. 
ſonable, if a known and apprehended: abſent good 
be not deſired. The ſoul hath as natural au ap- 
petite to good, as it hath an averſion from evil; 
an appetite, I ſay, to the receiving, though not 
do the doing of good. Deſires of grace are not 
more natural to holy renewed ſouls, than the love 
of reſt and eaſe is to the very worſt of finful ſouls, 
If heaven be revealed to a ſinner in torments, - as 
a ſtate of happineſs and tranquillity, be cannot 
hut covet it, though he hath no inclination to it 
.- ns a ſtate of purity” and finleſs perfection. Na- 
ture will produce ſuch deſires as theſe ; juſt as in 
Pharaob, notwithſtanding all his hardneſs, Who 
Atl intreated the removal af the ſeveral A 4 
N from him. 4 | Ny 
212. Deſire of relief i is excited and a+ by 
the duration of their miſery. As a man's thirſt 
in a burning fever is more and more-enflamed and 
- heightened by the continuance and progreſs of his 
Aiſeafe, the longer the diftemper lafts upon him, 
the greater is his thirſt; fo is it here; the longer 
their miſery abides upon them in hell, ſo much 
the more unſufferable it is, and ſo aback! the more 
eager are they to get ſome mitigation of it. Cu- 
Rom, which makes ſome evils familiar tous, makes 
us more quiet under them; but in this cafe, the 
_ foul is more impatient of them. The tonger the 
CN EY * 5 | 
Nin 
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with his condition, and the more ſolicitous to have 
it n j d 5 f . 4 


3. The letting looſe of raging paſſions in hell, 


is purpoſely ordered by God as an addition to 


their torment, It is in the power of God, (and 
his prerogative alone it is), to reſtrain and tie up 


men's affections as he pleaſes; that the ſoul thall 
nat go forth to any objects from which he bath a 
mind to keep it back. Or elſe how could be have 


made good that promiſe to the Jews, that no 


man ſhould deſire their land ?” &c. Exod; xxxiv. 


24. But when he will, he can alfo take off the - 
bridle, and leave men to be their own tormentors | 
by the vehemency of their own paſſions, So it is 


in hell; for inſatiable reſtleſs deſires. after that 


_ which is impoſſible to be obtained, are certainly 


an extraordinary puniſhment; to luſt and not to 


' have, yea, to luſt trangly when we cannot have 
W is a moſt woful plague. Ep ag 


III. Why are all refreſhments righteouſly with- 


1. Becauſe they did not acknowledge God in 


tha plenty which they once had, while they were 
on earth. They that will not own their bene- - 
factor, are deſervedly puniſhed with the loſs of all 
his benefits; as. was. threatened to the Ifraelites, 
Deut. xxviii. 47. 48. Becauſe thou ſervedſt 
not the Lord thy God with joyfulneſs and glad- 


neſs of heart for the abundance of all things; 


therefore thou ſhalt ſerve thine enemies, in 


hunger, and thirft, and nakedneſs, and the want of 


All things,” Sinners, while they live here upon 
God's bounty, regard him not, and therefore 
VV „ RECONET = 45 


oh held from damned ſouls, though paſſionately de- | 
fired? There are divers reaſons tending to the 
vindication of God's juſtice in this caſe. As, 
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| . they ſhall be cut thort as moch. They 
receive liberally now, and they ſee not the hand 
that's opened to them; therefore hereafter that 
hand ſhall be ſhut, and give out nothing for them 
to take comfort, in. He whom they deny while 
their cup runs over, will deny them at laſt. 
2. Becauſe all that they had from God, while 
they were in this world, they were ready to take 
it as their due; as if it were a debt, and not an 
- alms, as if it rightfully belonged, and were not 
freely communicated to 3 It is juſt, there- 
fore, that in hell they ſhould find the contrary, 
VIZ. that they never enjoyed any thing, hut what 
was the mere effect of mercy, and what God 
might have with-held, if he had thought fit. The 
extreme penury of. that ſtate; ſhall teach them, 
that when God filled them with good things, he 
might have ſent them cleanneſs of teeth; that he 
. who is the Lord of both worlds, might have dealt 
with them before as he does now. God is kind 
to the unthankful and to the evil in this world, 
Luke vi. 35. But they are not ſenfible of his 
kindneſs ; when. it ceaſes in the next world, they 

will be ſenſible. _. 
23. Becauſe they enlarged their defies as bel. 
and would not be ſatisfied, while they had their 
abode on earth, Hab. ii. 5. Small matters would 
not content them, while they were living here; 
a ſufficiency would not ferve ; they mutt be, 28 
Job in his proſperity was, chap. xxix. 6.: when 
he waſhed his ſteps with butter, and the rock 
poured him out rivers of cil ;” or elſe they would 
- be curſing God in their bearts, and ſetting their 
mouths againſt the heavens. . Daily bread was 
not enough for them; they aſked meat, like the 
Jews of old. not only for their neceſſity, but © for 
their laſts,” Pal. Ixxviii./ 18, It is therefore a, 
xg 


Sn 
. righteous thing that theſe lofty finners ſhould be 
brought fo low, as to value that which” before 
they would have ſpilt upon the ground; to feek. 
thoſe mean refreſhments which once they would 
kave n ß REIN 1 
4. Becauſe they ſhewed no mercy, when they 
were capable of doing it, to thoſe that were more 
indigent than themſelves. Now they are puniſhed 
in their own kind; they that draw out their ſouls 
to the hungry, are under a promiſe that God will 
« ſatisfy their ſouls in drought,” Iſa. Iviii. 10. It. 
The liberal ſoul partakes of the fatneſs of God's 


houſe in heaven, while the uncharitable pine away +: 2 Lo 


in hell. Job ſays, that he hud “ not withheld: - _ 


the poor from their defire, nor cauſed the eyes 


of the widow to fail, nor eaten his morſel alone, 
without affording the fatherleſs a ſhare,” chap. 
XXX1.-16. 17. But how can they expect to be re- 


lie ved by God hereafter,. that have ſent ſo man 


empty away here, whom it was in their power 
to ſupply? The rich man refuſed crumbs to Lazt- 


=> rus, and 4s therefore denied a drop himſelf. + 


IV. The Us. 1 8 e 29s RRP I 7 
x. Information. -1/#- If fouls have no refreſh. - 


ment in hell, how much leſs will they have a re- 


leaſe out of it! Who can look for a total ceſſation 
of thoſe torments, of which he carnot obtain ſo 
much as a partial mitigation? If the finner can 
have nothing to leſſen bis miſery, how can he 
think that any thing ſhould ever put an end to it, 


which is a great deal more ?; The rich man's not 


prevailing for a little water to cool bis inflamed. 
tongue, is an unqueſtiopable ground for a very 
uncomfortable inference; that © the fire ſhall never 
be quenched” as expreſſive of the abſolute cer- 
| fainty of this truth, our Lord reeites it three 
44 * . 3 3 : 5 i . p 
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times over, Mark i ix. 44 46. 48. dies 3 
ſouls cannot deſire union to their bodies. This is 
naturally and juſtly defired by glorified | ſpirits, 
becauſe that re- union will complete the hapyineſs 
of their whole perſons; but it will add to the 
: wretchedneſs of the damned, and for that reaſon 

. + muſt needs be againſt their wills. Their puniſh. 
ment already is greater than they can bear; and 
if the body were never to be raiſed, and if m this 

' fenſe they were to lie down ang. not be ga- 
thered,“ Job xxvii. 19. they would never repine. 
Zadly, Being itſelf is without doubt undeſirable to 
the damned. If they could return to their firſſ 
nothing, or be turned to abſolute deſtruction, it 
would be better for them. Like thoſe, Rev. ix. 
6. They ſeek death, and find it not, and defire 
to die, but it flies from them.“ There is no man 
1 fond of the notion of exiſtence, but what would 

5 et chooſe not to be, than to be extremely mi- 
erable, Chrift tells us in the cafe of Judas, © It 

ad been good for that man, if he had not been 
8 Mat. xxvi. 24. 1 
2. Exhortation. 1½, Deſpiſe the wit fe. js 
verities of men, when compared with what God 
inflicts in the next world. Human puniſhments 
cannot be ſo imbittered, but that there may be a 
ſweetnefs mingled with them, and that ſweetneſ: 
predominant too. When men do their worſt to 
make our ſufferings abound, we may have, even 
more, . abounding conſolation alſo, 2 Cor. i. 5. 
If they will allow us only the water of affliction, 
God can tinftare it with the rich wine of tbe 
kingdom. 240, Beware of reſting in a mere de- 
Fre of 8 from hell; for that alone cannot 
de ſaving ; there are defires of the ſame kind in 
Hell itſelf. Flatter not yourſelves: with that as 2 
- mark or 2 of r which you ſee 1 * 
8 
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Gent with a ſtate of actual damnation. No man 

would go to hell, if wiſhing to eſcape it were 
enough; or at leaſt no man would be detained 
there, if the eraving of deliverance thence might 
be accepted with God. 3dly, Live in the diligent 
purſuits of heaven, Where you will meet with the 
happy reverſe of all that hath been now ſaid. God © 
will deal with you there, as Solomon with the - +1 
Queen of Sheba, 2 Chron. ix. 12. ; ; give you all 
your defire, and vaſtly outdo it. God will do 
for yon, beyond what you can think; future en- 
joyment ſhall exceed all preſent imagination You 
mall not aſk drops of water, but have rivers of 
pleaſure, and ſwim in-a full ocean of j Joy, without 
-the 12 e of e to diminiſh f u. 


= 


UM 
2 
. 

2 


att FA 


þ 2 i . * 
a'> 1 a 4 * 
£ * 7 * 
6 2 5 8 2 5 # U : 4. 
Ws wr: 5 : * ab ME Sf L» ; Py 
- . * % 5 
* . + N : * z 
. « 
NH o 7 7 * 2. * 
% 0 4 be 4 = * 


dn 2 xvi. 2 8. But e Jaid, Shin,” romen- 
ber that thou in thy liſetime receivedſt thy 
ood 9 and likewiſe Lazarus evil things ; 
but now 15 . and 2 | art tor. 
mented. RR OY 


nas words dein u tie” CENTER which Abra- 
ham made to the rich man's requeſt, which 
' Is ſet down in the foregoing verſe ; and this an- 
fwer conſiſts of two parts ; the former part of it 
- tends to convince the rich man of the equity of 
bis requeſt being denied, as in the verſe before 
us; and the latter part is to convince him of the 
_ impoſſibility of its being fulfilled, as in the verſe 
Which follows.  Eſhall firft nner what relates 
to the equity of the e in this verfe : But 
— ſaid, &cc. 

In this part of the anſwer we have theſe four 
things, the title of the perſon ſpoken to, the ſe- 
* Nous act which he is put upon, the ſubjeQ-matter 
bf that act, and a reaſonable inference /propoſed 

. 5 thence. 1. The title of the perſon Tpoken 
to ;-/on. As the rich man had called Alraham 
father, 3 fo here Abraham cal being 
Uneally deſcended from him, and of his ſeed ac- 
eording to the fleſh ; or becauſe N was à com- 
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mon and cuttomary. term, 8 1 uſed: 
in ſpeaking to their inferiors. So Joſhua: to 


Achan, ( My Son,” Joh. vii. 19. And Eli to 


the man that came out of the [ſraelitiſh army, 
1 Sand. iv. 16. Nor is there any more affection 
expreſſed hereby, than by the uſual compellation 
ot friend, a name ſometimes given to real ene- 
ies, as by Chriſt to Judas, Mat. xxvi. 50. 
and to him that“ had not the wedding-garment,” 
chap. xxii, 22. who was afterwards: * bound hand 
and foot, and taken away and caſt into utter 
darkneks * ver- 1.3. Names and titles are poor de- . 
pendances, and will do no kindneſs to thoſe who 
are not as they are called, but rather ſerve to up- 
braid and ſhame them. Abraham? s children, that 
walk not in his ſteps, will fall into the greater 8 
condemnation; if he be their father, it will be in⸗ 
quired, whe'te is their faith, and their obedience; | 
in imitation of his? For otherwiſe, ſuch a relas 


tion will but make them the greater finners, and 
the more miſerable. 2. The ſerious a& which |. 


4 | he is put upon, remember. That faculty which 3 
is ſo little improved, and ſo much perverted now, 
will be exerciſed hereafter, to the'mereaſe of thei? 


| ſorrow ; for they will have everlaſting leiſure in | 


hell to review their folly and madneſs, while they | 
lived on earth. Thoſe things which they wonld _ 
not apply their hearts to in this world, 3 wil 
not be able to avoid thinking of in the next; as 
Jacob, when he firſt heard of his ſon's inceſt, ſeems 
to paſs it over in ſilence, Gen. xxxv. 22. But 
when he came to die, recollects i it, and pronountes, 

a ſharp cenſure upon it, chap. xlix. 4. Men have 
their arts of forgetfulneſs while they live, . 
are impracticable aftex death; for the fins which 
God retains, will be certainly brought to the fin- 
ger? s own remembrance. | 3- The lubje@-matter 42 
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ſpring. are truly ſtyled good things, though of a 


; _ becauſe in bis opinion and eſteem they were the 


_  . things, the rich man was to remember, had been 


3 $ruitions. zd „ That which referred bo the beg, 


2 - ska vi. 


. which is twofold, cantly. ing 
himſeif, and partly referring to che Rams. "ug ere 
Concerning himſelf; that thou in thy. life. time re. 
civegſt thy good things. All the effects of di- 

vine bounty, ſo far 3s they proceed from that 


temporal kind; and this is the common language 
| of the ſcripture, Pfal. ciii. 5, Jer. v. 25- They 
ars really good in their meaſure and degree, and 

eapable of ſerving very good ends and purpoſes, 
If they were not abuſed by our corruption. But 
bere they are emphatically termed his good thing. 


Latte” „ it Ind af m9 AA © _2Þ ac ac % ²˙ 1 ˙ nt So ca 


beſt things; and becauſe he took them for his 
mare, 2nd choſe them for his inheritance ; and be. 

| aauſe he managed and enjoyed them, as if he were | 

not the mere ſteward of them, but had an uncons 

troulable and abſolute propriety in them. , Theſe 


given him in his life-time ; he had worn out his 

zeceptable ſeaſon already; Providence had indul-· Ws 
him, daring that ſpace, in what his ſoul de- 

bred, though naw an end was put to all thoſe Wi 


gar ;. and lilewiſe Lazarus evil things... Aﬀic- 
tions and ſufferings are properly evils, though 
they work for good; their operations and iffucs 


dos not alter their nature. Now, the lot which 


was appointed and aſſigned to Lazarus, conſiſted | 
moſtly of ſuch things; and the fame hand, by q 
"the guidance of  uaerring - wiſdom, diſtributed | 
both; that which was grateful to the one, and 

grievous to the other; for evil is received 
at the bands of God, as well as good, Job ii. 26 
He di!poſes and diſpenſes to all, accordingas be 
Tees fit. 4. A-reaſonable inference deduced. from 

Hence; but now be 5 7. Lazarus) i is ney 15 
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4305 art tormented. . He that conls his turn E 


miſery before, is now advanced to a ſtate of hap» 
piaeſs; and thou, who haſt taken thy turn of haps 
pineſs, art juſtly thruſt down to a flate of miſery. 
God hath recompenced his poverty with riches in 
glory, and he hath puniſhed thy Genſuality with 
extremity of want. Thou couldſt not expect 
that thou thouldſt be happy, or he be miſerable, 
in both worlds ; but as he preferred the delights 
of heaven to the pleaſares-of ſin, ſo he now poſ- 
ſeffes them; and as thou haſt chofen the pleaſures 
of fin, though followed witl the torments of hell, 
fo now thou att W fentenced te 8 

A ö | 


n 
7 1 


besavA Tb 8 e e 1 which a are 8 8 5 
afforded to wicked men on earth, wil d fe Sadly e 


* remembered 1 in bell, ind the Sale of wy v. 


el Alto; POV g | * 
I. On what terms theſe outward geg, ar Al 


= afforded to wicked men. APE 


=” Why: der will be aan remembered in 


FER 


HI. How the juſtice of Godt is vindicated by | 
tis means,” | 

IV. The User. 5 

EL. To ew, on var cents ie 15 
ings are afforded to wicked:men on earth. 7 | 
Anf. In five things EK 

1. They are ſometi mes gen ö in elilideratida - 
of fome piece of ſer vice done to God, or to his 
3 Bad — may, ae ſome caſes, perform 

ions materi ood; though nothing favin 
Profitable. to —— . puslely 2 
_ and beneficial to ethers and to the lager of 
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"hands, and is ſo much beforehand: with them, ” 
rally overpay them, for their greater encontaps 


ment. God hath very different rewards for du. 
| ferent claſſes of perſons; he has eternal recom. 


this recorded in Ezek. xxix. 18.— 20. Son of 
man, Nebuchadnezzar kin ng of Babylon cauſed 
e 


fore, behold I will give him the land of Egypt, 
e.; becauſe they ene e for 0.6, W the 


Lord G 


5 vid prays to be delivered ſrom the men of the 


tlie things of this liſe. When God gives out al 6 


the covenant ran, yet to the ſons of the concubines 


them joint - heirs with his own, who are joint-heirs 


_ an 1. 25 W mY 25 he allows them 
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Chriſt in the world. Now, though God deſerve 
all this, and à great deal more and: better at their 


they can challenge no requital, yet he does 


aces. for the good, and temporal ones for the 
bad. The men of the earth are as God's hired ſer. 
vants; when they do any thing for him, they ſel. 
dom do it for nought. We have a ſignal inſtance of 


his army to ſerve a great ſervice againſt Tyrus, 
et had he no wages, nor his army, for it; there. 


2. They 450 given chem as their portion. Du 


world, who have their portion in this life,“ Pſalm 
xvii. 14. i. . their whole portion made up of 


the good that he ever deſigns to give to this or 
that man, it is called his portion; as when the pro- 
digal, upon the diviſion of his father's eſtate, took 
that part which fell to him, Luke xv. 12. So Abra- 


ham, when he gave all his hereditary poſſeſſions to Wl | 


1 Fancy the promiſed ſeed, in whoſe veins the blood of 


which he had, he gave gifts alſo, Gen: xxv. 5. 6, 


He did not fend them away empty, but gave them, . 
at once, what. they were to expect from him, du- : 
ring his own life. Thus God deals with the chil- & 
dren of this world ; though he does not make 
* 
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for the preſent liberal maintenance, as his ere - 
. tures and offspring in general. ff + 42 
3. They are given them in compliance witng 
their own defire and choice: God anſwers them 
in the joy of their heart,” Eccl. v 29; He grants 
them according to what they wiſh, and ſuffers 
them to pleaſe themſelves; he ſets two worlds he- 
fore them, ſeen things in hand, and unſeen things 
in hope; and becauſe they incline to that which 
is viſible and preſent, he lets them have it, and try | 
howhappy they can be made by it. As when Samui! 
had told the people themanner of the king that ſhovld | 
reign over them, how arbitrary and tyrannical, 
aud yet they would not be diſſuaded, but ſtill in- 
ſiſted on being like the reſt of the nations, Gd 
ſays, © Hearken to their voice, and make them a *? 
king,“ 1 Sam. viii. 22. Let it be to them as they | 
require and reſolve that it ſhall be; ſet up that 
form of government among them, which they are 
ſo fond of; and when-they come to ſmart under 
| it, as I have fore warned them, they may. thank 
= themſclyes. So here, it is men's folly.:to -afl 
= riches and wealth, contrary” to 2 Chron. i. 111. 
and God yields to their requeſt. 
4. They are given as trials of their ſidelity.— 
Worldly men are very apt indeed to think them. _ 
ſelves lords, and call theſe things their own,. as if 
not accountable to God himſelf; fo Nabal proudly 42 
and churlfhly-ſpeaks of Hit bread, and his water, 
aud his fleſh, 1 Sam. xxv. 11. But when God 5 
peaks of ſuch things, he changes the ſtyle, and 
alters the Property; "I will. take away my corn, ES | 
and m wine, and recover my wool, and my flax, „ 
Sc. Bol. ii. 9 ; he does not ſay yours, but mine, 
The things of this world are ſlrictly committed 
to their traſt, and they are truly obliged to be 
e , 5.0 ENS 3: 
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the experiment is not made for his own informa. 
tion, as Chriſt once put a queſtion to Philip, to 


will be rich, and whom God permits to obtain 
| heir will, fall i into temptation aud a ſnare, 1 Tim. 


i Tul ail miſchievous theſe things will be to their 
ry greedy owners, *before they poſſe: them; and 


ſoever God gives, withoutthis effectual grace, for 
a due improvement of it, and eſcape of the temp- 


| grace is denied, as an antidote- againſt the ſweet 


4 ed Chriſt, if he had not been ſo familiar with him; 

2 fo their flouriſhing ado aſe for their deſtruction. 
_. 2earth.be fadly remembered by wicked men in hell! 
Fr -needs | be fo, becauſe, i 5 


been happy, and to outlive his felicity. They 


till diſcovered by. ſueh. means. 


— 


faithful! in the unrighteous mammon, ver. 44. 4 
this chapter. God knows very well that they will 
not be ſo, before he proves: them; and therefore 


prove him, when he himſelf knew what he would 
do, John vi. 6. But others do not know, nor do 
they themſelves know, what corruption is in them, 


5. They are given to them in judgement, not 
in mercy, as appears by the event. They that 


vi. 9. The infinitely wiſe God foreſees how hurt. 


| Therefore it is an inſtance of his diſpleaſure, that 
he does not prevent or diſappoint them. What⸗ 


ations belonging to it, is certainly given in an- 
ger, rather than in love, fal- Ixix. 22. Let their 
table become a ſnare before them,” c. Do not 
we take that for a curſe upon the:ſinner's proſpe- 
rity: And how can this curſe be avoided, where 


ut Killing poiſon! As Judas's diſcipleſhip made 
way for his treaſon; he could ne ver have betray- 


II. Why will outward» Wetkag⸗ enjoyed 00 
An. The reaſons are very evident; it mull 
x. It is a wiſerable thing for a man to have 


who never PO any thing deſirable, cannot — 
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well feet the loſs. of it. To think of what we 5 
- did enjoy , and are now eondemned to a perpetual 


want of, is moſt tormenting. A ſinner that hath 
merrily ſpent his day, will have melancholy re- 


flections upon it when night comes. It is dread-. 
ful: to conſider, that all this pleaſure is gone, and 


that the place where he took his fill of it, muſt 
know him no more. When David, in his time 
of baniſhment from the ſanctuary, remembered 


that he had gone with the multitude of devout 
worſhippers: to the houſe of God, it almoſt over- 
whelmed him, Pfal. xlii. 4 80“ Jeruſalem. re- 


membered, in the days of her affliction and miſery, 


all her pleaſant things which ſhe had in the days 
of old,“ Lam. i. 7. So it is diſmal for a foul ſhut © 
up in the bottomleſs pit, to remember from 


whence it hath fallen; how it hath been plunged 
from the pinnacle of worldty happineſs: into thoſe 


depths: of irrecoyerable woe. 
2. They will be ſtung with a ſenſe of their fol- 


* by, in overvaluing things fo unſerviceable to them 


at their greateſt need. They now find, that the 


riches which they magnified, and truſted in, 

« profit: not im the day of wrath,” Prov. xi 4. 
= Their ſtrong city is beaten down, and the hig 
| wall in their conceit, like thoſe of Jericho, is now - 
laid flat, They find, that thein gallantry, and 
- greatneſs was no ſecurity againſt the force of in- 


finite vengeance ;_ for they have fared like Agag, 
the king of the Amalekites, who, though he. came 


_ _ delicately, was hewn in pieces, 1 Sam. xv. 32. 33. 


What a price did I ſet, will the once wealthy ſinner 
ſay, upon my great poſſeſſions, which ſtood all for 
forry worthleſs cyphers at the approach of death 
and judgement ? What am I the better now for 
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and wretched ſupports, which have all failed me, 
and are utterly withdrawn from me? How blind 
was I to make gold my confidence, inſtead of God! 
Like the idolaters that lay hold upon feeble deities, 
vihich cannot bear them up, 2 Chron. vii. 22 
lb thoughts of theſe. things will be the 
more uneaſy in that they were bewitched by them 
into a total forgetfulneſs of God, and of their main 
concern. Theſe very things diverted and put 
them by from chuſing the good part, which would 
never have been taken away from them; theſe 
ſenſual delights on earth kept them from having 
any converſation in heaven. Theſe broken ciſ- 
terns made them forſake the living fountain. This 


' outward plenty led them to be regardleſs of their 


inward poverty.' In minding and purſuing earth- 
ly things, they neglected their fouls and all that, 
was ſpiritua! ; like Saul, and his. ſervant, who 


| went about ſecking his father s aſſes ſo long, till 


they almoſt loſt - themſelves, 1 Sam. ix. 5. Will 
not the remembrance of this be very perplexing ? 
that for ſuch vanities and trifles they thould waſte 
all their time, and hazard their eternity? . How 
may they curſe the day wherein they were made 
rich, and when the 9 of their houſe was in- 
ergaſed ; * 1K; they had been poorer. in this world, 
Perhaps Wop might aye. been richer. ende 


45 888 will be always reckoning up, 


and upbraiding them with their particular ſin- 


ful abuſes of theſe things. As God hath a 
"Look of remembrance written before him, his 
own omiiſcience being a perfect regiſter of all 
our ſins, ſo the ſinner -himfelf hath a book of 
remembrance- too in his own boſom; he car- 
Ties it about with him now, as Uriah did the 


letter from David to Jah but he reads it not; 
8 whereas 


os, * — 


whereas in hell it will be EO open, 64 he 13 


continually poring in it. And how many num- 
| berleſs abominations will he find recorded there! 
He threw away his talents, he cared not how, ſo 
that he might bat gratify his luſt ; he conſulted 
no rule, confined himſelf to no meaſure, in his 
uſe of theſe things; but conſcience all this while 
kept a ſtrict and Faithful account, and in the next. 
world this account will be all calted over, and [ET 

ſpread like the prophet's roll, which was © writ- 
ten within and wit! out, lamentation, and mourn- 
ing, and woe,” Exek. ii. 10. 


5. The flevil who hath OR, . weren 1 
tempter by theſe things, will be alſo their eve·-„- 


laſting troubler. Satan is moſt ready to accuſe 
thoſe now, againſt whom his accuſations do not 
prevail, as Jaſeph's miſtreſs charged him falſely 
with the wickedneſs which ſhe could by no means 
allure him to commit; but theſe aceuſations can, _ 
do no harm, though they may give ſome diſtyrb- 

ance, till the ſoul is cleared from them by the 
witneſs of the Spirit. The caſe of the damned is 


much otherwiſe ; they lie open to the fouleſt. - 


charges from this accuſer, and have no advocate 
to defend them; Jeſus Chriſt hath already ſen- 
tenced them, and their own hearts reproach them 
on the very ſame ſcore; ſo that here the devil 
Hath an advantage againſt them, which his malice 
will be ever improvi If he will trouble be- 
lievers with lying 3 how much more 
will he torment the ſinner, when he bath truth 


on his ſide! The prince of this world will i . 


duſtriouſly put them in mind, with what empty 
toys he charmed them in to hell. 


Ul. How is the bag of Gal indie here: 
6: 3 | bye 
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by: 2 For God alt be clear when he bases, and 
the condemned thall be ſpeechleſs. - 5 


Ar. In this cafe we may conſider, That, 4 

1. Theſe good things which they receired, ST © 
were truly good in their original, and in their 5 
tendency, and became evil to them merely by Wl c 
their own, means. They were good in their ori- h 
ginal, as they came down from God, James i. gp 

- 27.3 and good in their tendency, as they would 1 
ny back a thankful receiver unto God. They f 
might have uſed them as ſteps to aſcend into 50 v 

. ven by, and ought to have done ſo. A delight. h 
ful paradiſe was an help to Adam in raiſing up 
his heart te his glorious Creator, till fin corrupted X 
and depraved lim. Souls ſhould be drawn to r 
God even with outward mercics, as with“ bands if 
of love,” Hol. xi. 4. It is unnatural to be weaned n 


from him by the kindneſs which he ſhews to us ; ; { 
and if yet we were not ſo weaned, our good things 
could do ns no Prejudice, but would be 1 
beneficial. | 
2. There was a diſtinguiſhing providence in? 
the giving of theſe things to them. All the mem- 
bers of God's family had not ſuch large ſupplies. 
© Others more righteous than themſelves, received 
evil things at the ſame time, as we read in the 
text. They ſat at eaſe, while the church of God 
was © afflited, toſſed with tempeſt, and not com- 
forted,” Ia. liv. 11. They had a ſmooth paffage W 
through the world, while many excellent ſaints Wi » 
were dealt very roughly with, and encountered a fi 
great many difficulties in their way. Providence re 
was favourable to them, when it was more ſe- th 
vere to better men; and therefore, if ſuch ele- 
mency hath hardened them, when the rigour of 
_ adverſity hath wrought contrary effects mo others, 

their damnation mult needs be juſt. : 
| | ö 3. Their 
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Their Gs EE a Caffieient ti time of 1 . 
hh had theſe good things long enough to 88 1 
whether they would be bettered by them or not. 1 
They ſpent their days in proſperity, and their 
years in pleaſure ; ſo there can be no room for 
complaint, that they were ſnatched out of their 4 
hands before they had any opportunity of doing 
good with them, or of getting good from them. 
They lived under the exerciſe of God's patient 
forbearance, as well as extraordinary bounty. It 
was one of the poſing queſtions which Job put to 
his friends, concerning the proſperous wicked, 
« Wherefore do they live and become old ??” Job l 
xX1. 7.; as if it were hard to reconcile it to the 
| W of God, that they are permitted fo”. 
long a life; and therefore it is plain, that be can- 
not be impeached for making their jon! _ ſea- 
fon of probation too ſhort. _ ; 
4. The examples of ſuffering ſaints were fuf-- : 
Kcjent warnings to them of what they muſt look 
for. God is never moved to deſtroy or afflict 
without a cauſe. Now, if there be a cauſe for his 
alflicting good men in this world, there is much 8 
more cauſe for his deſtroying. bad men in the 
next. If ſaints for leſſer provocations receive 
temporal evils here, ſinners for their greater in- 
dignities can expect no leſs than eternal evils here- 
after. If they whom God hath choſen out of the, 
world be ſorely chaſtened, the world out of 
which they are choſen muſt conclude upon being 
finally condemned. The rich man might have, 
read his own doom in the begg ary of Lazarns 35 
that was a token manifeſt enough, if he had con- 
ſidered it, 1 Pet. iy. 7. If judgement firſt begin 
at us, what ſhall the end be of ye that nes 
not the goſpel of God 2? © © | | 
1 The UsE. r | 
1. Juformation. , Thi that cal ths 39 5 
Bos : 1 happy 
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| 1 — are much miſtaken, and give them a ela; 
; racer which they leaſt deſerve, In a little while 


they will not be able te. anſwer, Where is the 
_- Chriſt wil ſpeedily take place, - Luke vi. 24. 


in this will be verified in them; for the conſola- 


| _ cence, rot in the places where they lived; but 
yet their own memory of the wick edneſſes "they 
committed remains with them after death. 34%, 
They that refuſe to ſuffer affliction with the people 
of God now, would be glad to change lots and 
conditions with them at the laſt. Men that are 


valley of trouble with them ; but when they enter 
| into peace, they will defire to follow their ſteps. 


Rees © come to be weighed and meaſured out in 


5 
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we may aſk then, as Paul did his Galatians, aud 
bleſſedneſs you ſpake of? Thoſe cutting words of 


* Woe to you that are rich, for you have received | 
your conſolation.” Such a time is coming, where- 


tions which they are now receiving cannot be 
durable, Pſal. xlix. 17. 18. When he dieth, 
he ſhall carry nothing away, his glory ſhall not 
deſcend after him; though, while he lived, he 
bleſſed bis ſoul,” &c. 2d1y, Thoſe, things wil Mc 
help to perpetuate a man's miſery in hell, which W» 
will not perpetuate his name on earth. His re- MI 
membrance ſoon decays and periſhes here, but his Wt! 
guilt is continually revived there, -Eccl. viii. 10. 
« I ſaw the wicked buried, who had come and 
gone from the place of the holy, arid they were 
forgotten in the city where. they had ſo done.“ 
It is ſpoken of ungodly rulers, whoſe memories, 
notwithſtanding all their grandeur and magnifi- | 


Dd wh > 44 W 
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moſt averſe to the bearing of their preſent croſſes, te] 
would eagerly enough embrace a ſhare in their 
eternal comforts ; they would not go through the 


Every finful worldling will be as fick of his own 
portion in the end, as Babylon will be, when her 


proportion 
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proportion to her eaſe, and honour, and wealth, 


Rev. xviii. 7. How much ſhe hath. glorified 
herſelf, and lived deliciouſly, ſo much torment 
and forrow.give here? oo 8 
2. Exhortation. 1/, Let us employ our me- 
By mories in a due manner, and. to a good . purpoſe 
bere, that they may not be the inſtruments of 


your ways, and be aſhamed now, Ezek. xvi. 61. 
that you may not remember them and be tor- 
mented, when the end comes. Look back upon 
your vain life, and lament it among God's peni- 


concern in, the doleful repetitions among the de- 
vil's priſoners. 245 Be not put off with the 
beſt things of this li 

them. Lou need not be, unleſs you will. 
God is not only able, but ready to give you much _ 
better things, if you defire them, and are unſatis- 
fied without them. Do not take up with theſe 
as your all; as if you were ſent, as one ſays, like 
vallows into the world, only to gather a few. 
Wicks and mud for a neſt wherein to breed up 


ler deſign in man's creation, which it is our 


tribulation in the world. Keep it always in our 
ainds, that it is infinitely better to have your. 
ell than your heaven here. Think of things 
reſent as paſt, and of things future as preſent ; - 
or both will quickly be ſo. Learn to exerciſe 
he patience of hope in the midſt of your greateſt - 
iſtreſſes; and when God is giving you tears to 
lrink in the largeſt quantity, {till feed upon his 
romiſe, Job xi. 16. Thou ſbalt forget thy miſery, - 
ad remember it as waters that paſs away.” > 
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our endleſs diſquiet afterwards : * Remember... _ 


tents, . that you may never hear, nor have aß 


fe, you who have moſt of _ bs 17 5 


our young, and then fly away, God hath a no- 5 


fault that we come ſhort of. 3dly, Be content 
ith your meaner ſtate, you that meet with moſtt 
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Luxe xvi. 26. And befdes all this, between us | 
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2 grant. As he ſhewed before, that there was 
no reaſon for the doing of what he deſired, becauſe 
he had received his good things, and Lazarus evil; 
ſo here, to put a final ſtop to any further petition 


_ Where we have 
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aud you there is a great gulf fixed ; ſo that ns”; 


who would paſs from hence to you, cannot, nei. 
| ther can they paſs to u, that would come from 


„ 
. . K+ Bs \ 


© FTHE firſt part of Abraham's anſwer to the 
1 rich man's requeſt, and which concerned 
the equity of a refuſal, being conſidered: in the 


former difcourſe, I come now to the ſ:cond part 
of it, which holds forth to us the impoſſibility of 


of that kind, he ſhews, that it cannot be done. 


And befides all this, &. i. e. 'befides what I have 
already urged, confider likewiſe this which I am 


«* ” : 


ee fined, Particularly, I/, A great gulpb, 


Not like that ſpace between the two hills on which | 


David and Abner ſtood, 1 Sam. xxvi. 13. For 
they were both acceſſible through the intermediate 
„ 233 = 2: wealleys. 
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two things, an aſſertion lad 
- down, and the conſequence of it. a, An aſſertion 
laid down; between us and you there it a great 


3 e 1 
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1 * this gulph is too deep and wide. 
Thy breach is great like the ſea, ſays the prophet 


to Jeruſalem, Lam. ii. 13. But chis chaſm in the 5 


text is vaſtly greater. 24y, This gulph is ve, 


or eſtabliſhed. It is not a moveable boundary, 


. which may be contracted and enlarged, ar conti- 
' nued and taken away at pleaſure, but ſtands firm, 
like thoſe “ mountains of braſs,” Zech. vi. i. 


whereby ſome underftand the eternal decrees and 


immutable purpoſes af God. 3aly, It is fixed 


between us and you, i. e. between Abraham and 
Lazarus and the reſt of the glorified in heaven, 
and the rich man and the. reſt of the damned in 


hell; for both parties are here mentioned in the 


plural number. The world to come is divided 


into two contrary regions, more contrary than 
any elimates in this world can be; and all com- 


merce betwixt the people belonging to them is 


utterly cut off. 2. The conſequence of what is 


here aſſerted; Which is twofold: 1½, S that . 
which would paſs from bence to gyeu, cannot. 


This does not in the leaſt imply, that any of the 
| glorified do actually deſire to go from heaven to 
bell, in pity to the damned; but the meaning is, 
that if it could he ſuppoſed, that: they ſhauld de- 
fire it, yet they could not do it; if Abraham ha 


heen inclined to ſend Lazarus, and Lazarys had 
been willing to be ſent, to miniſter that relief to 


the rich man which he requeſted, yet Lazarus's 


coming to him would have been an inſuperable 


| difficulty. 24ty, Neiuber can they paſs to us £65 20 


would cam from thence. © The damned cannot 


wvifit the glorified, nor ſtir a ſtep to; relieve them- 79 
ſelves; as Shimei was to © dwell in his houſe, 


and not go forth thence any whither,” 1 Kings 


z. 36. They cannot change their place, nor their 


e 8 ar fiel aod Baked 245 do both. 
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| They 3 good men from their communion ' 
bers and they ſhall not be admitted into good 


men's communion hereafter ; as that murmuri 
generation which deſpiſed the pleafantland of Ca. 


nuaan, were never ſuffered to let a foot in it, but 


All their © carcaſes Tell: in the wilderneſs,” Nu, A 
* xiv. . , 3 


| *On3kavarION. The nitrate 9 of 4 . 
n Aka ts in the next ater 10 N oe) 
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Here I ſhall, pL 
1. Prove that: "their condition is | indeed d. 


8 terrhile. . * 1 


II. Shew Tea it is chus. Th | 

III. Ho reaſonable it is that. it Bee . 
thus. 5 „„ Hes om TL GT | 

IV. Tue we. ; ZOO, 255 | 6 bj 2 


+ To: prove, that FIX — [53% On of | 
" Aamned ſouls is indeed unalterable. There are 
ſeveral arguments which may be drawn from 
ſeripture, for the TORE pad, ee of 
this truth. A 6 

© 4 There i is no 1 in 1 Jeath, 3 in ſuch 
"2 manner, or to ſuch a purpoſe, as before. The 
dead bodies, it is true, will live again, but not 
6 the diſſolution of the world, and then it will 
not better the caſe, but make it Worſe. What al- 
teration can there be for the better in the ſtate of | 
the damned; unleſs they could be allowed to come 
back and reQify the errors they were guilty of in 
their former time of life? Now, this can never 
be; the ſcripture] hath declared againſt. it in many 
places: Job. vii. 9. As the cloud is conſumed, 
and vaniſheth away, ſo he that goeth. down to the 
4 Hon; 11 all. come wp, o mere.“ Again, chap. 
2 - Xvi. 
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Ki. 22. When a ew. days are come, chart . 


ſhall go the way whence I hall not return.“ If 
it be appointed to men once to die, conſequently: 


5 they are to live but once; for there} is no life 


upon earth, but what terminates in death. We 
have but one life, wherein to flee from the wrath 


to come, and are not to- look for another, when 
| vwrath had overtaken us, | 


. All the hopes of -miſerable ſinners end with 
thei eir lives; which is evidence enough, that there 
can be no alteration of their condition afterwards, 
The ſeripture ſays, * When a wicked man dieth, 


Kis expectation ſhall periſh,” Prov. Xi. J.; aud 


ITbey that go down inte the pit, cannot hope 
for God's truth,“ Iſa. Xxxviii. 18. Every car- 


nal man and his vain hope die together; they 
uſually languiſh, but always expire, at the ſame 
time. Upon à bed of ſickneſs they commonlỹ/ 
grow weak and faint; but when the ſpirit eomes 


to be reſigned, they are as the giving up of the 
ghoſt. A ſinner's hope never ſurvives him ſo 
much as one moment; and yet why ſhould it not, 


if after this there were the leaſt poſſihility of. a2 jo 5 
change? Where any poſſibility is, hope will ſtil! 


abide, and faſten upon it; and therefore if all 
hope be taken away, it is a clear proof, that there 
is not any ground to encourage or ſupport it. 
The deſpair which ſeizes damned fouls, as ſoon 
as they leave their bodies, ſhews their tate to be 
utterly without remedy. * 
3. The door of mercy is finally ſhut againſt 
all perſons: dying in their fins. It is ſhut a- 
gainſt all perſons living in their fins, but not fi- 
nally, Mat. vii. 7. Knock, and it ſhall be opened 


unto you.“ Opening implies 2 ſhutting ; but that 
which is finally ſhut, is never opened. Sinners 


here are ihn the reach of this n if they 
H have 
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Give faith to lay hold of it, and improve It to 
their own benefit ; but this promiſe i is out of date, 
as ſoon as life centers: « Afterwards came the 
other virgins, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open to us, 
i. e. after the door was ſhut, they came, but he 
- anſwered and ſaid, Verily I 'fay unto you, I know #4 
you not,“ Mat. xxv. II. 12. Hence it is that 
__ Chriſt tells us, Many will ſeck to enter in, and 
ſhall not be able,” Luke xiii. 24. All ſeek ing, 
and ſtriving too, how earneſt ſoever, if the ſea- 
ſon be paſt, will be ineffectual; and the ſeaſon 
muſt needs be paſt, when our time in general i is 
quite ſpent ; for the day of grace, at longeſt, never 
- outlaſted the day of nature. | , 
4. It is upon this account, and can be upon no 
other, that the judgement to come is ſtyled © eter. 
I nal judgement,” Heb. vi. 2, It cannot be ſaid to 
be eternal in reſpect of the continuance of admi- 
® niſtration, but only with regard to the effect 
and iſſue of it. Though the eternal God be the 
* judge, yet the act of judgement is not eternal, 
dut the reſult and conſequences of it are ſo. How | 
long the day of judgement wall laſt, is a .contro-- 
verſy which I ſhall not enter into, but leave it 
among the ſecret things which belong to God ; 
this is certain, and without controverſy, that he | 
will not be'always judging ; for if the trial were 
to hold always, when ſhould the execution be? 
But the judgement which God paſſes upon the 
ſinner, will be everlaſtingly le and the ſen- 
"tence which he pronounces, will be irreverſible. 
"There is no appeal from this tribunal to any other, 
nor will any cauſe come before this tribunal a ſe- 
cond time ; but that which God does, it ſhall be 
for ever. h 
5. Id is for this reaſon, that hell is ſet forth, not 
only by: a File but by ſuch an one as there is 
„ 
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no FEY or diſcharge from. The apoſtle Peter 
ſpeaks of © the ſpirits in priſon,“ i. e. ſouls in hell; 
1 Pet. iii. 19. A priſon, where they are in ſureſt 
cuſtody, and. can never break away, or obtain a 
releaſe,-Mat. v. 26.“ Verily I ſay unto thee, thou 
ſalt by no means come out thence, till thou haſt 
paid the uttermoſt farthing. There is no goal- 
delivery here; the debts. which are not forgiven 
in this world, are never forgiven in the world to 
come. -The ſtricteſt confinements/on this-fide of 4 
nell are not ſo hopeleſs, but that our freedom ſome | 
way or other may be recoverable; whereas the 
gates of hell are made ſo ſure, that the imagination 
of getting through them would be as vain as the 
attempt at Babel, of building a tower that ſhould 
reach to heaven. Every ſoul there is put, into 
ſtronger fetters than thoſe that are laid in iron- 
fetters, not to be worn aſunder, nor taken off, 
6. The devils are ſet forth as examples „ 
God's intended dealing with unrepenting ſinners. 
As they ſhall never regain the happineſs which 
they have loſt, but are condemned to - ee ee 
miſery ; ſo the ſouls which are under their in- 
fluence now, muſt look to be dealt wich hereafter, 
Jude vi.“ The angels which kept not their firſt * 
eſtate, but left their own habitation, he hath re- 
ſerved in everlaſting chains, under darkneſs, to 
the judgement of the great day.” God hath caſt 
them down ſo low, that they ſhall never riſe 
more; and this he did immediately, as ſoon as 
ever they fell; and they have never had the leaſt * | 
ſingle offer of grace fince, nor ever ſhall have. 
Now, if God hath been ſo ſeverely and inexgra= 14 1 
Z bly juſt to ſuch noble. creatures, ſuperipr to us, | 
in lay ing ſuch a puniſhment upon them, not to be 
removed, for their firſt offence, he will certainly | 
doe leſs juſt to thoſe who continue ſinning wil: 'V 
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- fully all their. days, under the means > of eternal 


To one: 


II. 8 is it that the miſerable Now . the 


| damned i is thus unalterable ?- What are the true 


and proper cauſes of its being ſo ! WE 

An}. We may reſolve it into the power and 
will of God. 

1. The power of God, which 4s irreſiſtible, 


makes the ſtate of the damned unalterable. He 
by his ſtrength ſetteth faſt the mountains, being 


girded with power,” Pſal. lxv. 6. He “ hath 
eſtabliſhed the earth, and it abideth,” Pfal. CX1X. go. 
And thoſe rocks which the prophet calls the © bars 
of the earth,” Jonah ii. 6, are firmly placed by his 
almighty hand, ſo-as that no other hand can move 
them. The waters of the ſea are kept within bounds 
of his appointing, which they cannot paſs over; he 
hath ſaid, Here ſhall thy proud waves beſtayed,” 
Job xxxviii. I's. and fo they are. Now, hell is 
as much within the verge of Omnipotence, as any 
part of God's creation; and therefore, what can 
they do to help themſelves, or deliver their own 


ſouls, that have the firong Lord God to judge 


them? They who cannot change any. of the ordi- 
nances of God in nature, how: will they do to re- 


. ſcue themſelves from his armed vengeance ? He 
\. that is able to guide and manage the whole courſe. 
of this world, and bring about his own glory by 


every action and event, in deſpite of all that does 


' oppoſe it, how eaſily can he detain a company of 


wretched malefactors under that wrath to which he 

dooms them? Whom he binds, none can looſe, 
2. The will of God, which is invariable, makes 
the ſtate of the damned to be ſo likewiſe, He is 


a God, whoſe counſels ſtand for ever, whoſe 
purpoſes und determinetions alter not, and from 
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whoſe eyes repentance is bid. Whatever God 
vills to be, muſt needs be ſo as he wills it; and under 
ell the changes and tarnings of providence, his 
mind is tilt but one, and that one mind is moſt 
infallibly accompliſhed. We fee, in the affairs 
of this life, many times repeated endeavours /of | 
emerging out of a low'condition, which ſtill come 
to nothing 3 as veſſe!s that are tugged up a liftle | 
way agaiaſt a ſtream, and then carried hack again; 
of which no other reaſon can be given, than that 
God hath appointed ſuch a condition for them. — 9 
How much leſs can they, of whom God hath fad, 
that they © ſhall be puniſhed with-everlating few. 
ſtruction, 2 Theſf. i. 9. outlive this Gdeſtruc-. _ 
tion, and withdraw themielves from the eternity 
of their puniſhment? If this could be dne, we 
muſt not only ſuppoſe divine power to be van 
quiſbed, but the divine pleaſure to be changed 
alſo; for if God do not go back from his decla- 
red reſolution; finners can never ' ſhake off their. 
ere of death. | ;;; b 
III. How cen is *. that the ſtate of the 
damned ſſibuld be thus unalterable? 
r. Becauſe they would not come under a ſancti- 
fying and ſaving change, while they were in this 
world. They would not alter their ſinful courſe 
here, and there their miſerable ſtate ſball not be 
altered, though they would. God is often ſoli- 
eiting, urging, requiring, intreating of them noc, 
but they are obſtinately bent againſt it; inſtead of ; 
turning from their courſe, they © turn to i, 
Jer. vin. 6. As long as God forbears them, their 
hearts are fully ſet to do evil,” Eccl. viii, 117. 
And therefore, when he comes to reckon with | 
them, it is a juſt requital, that the gulph ſhould be 
fixed. While judgement is deferred and ſuſpend- 
ed, ned will go on in their road of wickedneſs ;_ 
8 | H 3 When 
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when judgement i is ripe for execution, and execu- 
tion begins, God will go on his way of threatened 


2 


difpleaſure. They would have ſpent an eternity in 
fin, if they might have had it to ſpend ; they 


would never leave off the purſuing their luſts, 
therefore wrath will hold on the purſuit of them. 


2. Becauſe they remain impenitent, even in the 


midſt of all their miſery. As they ſind no place 


for repentance, ſo they have no hearts to it. 


Their judgements indeed are changed i in hell, but 


their wills are not; they have abundant convic- 
tion, but not the leaſt footſteps of converſion, 
They are as full of enmity againſt God, as ever 
they were, and really as much unconcerned for 


the evil of fin, though pierced through with the 
evil of fuffering. Among all their weepings and 


wailings, there is not a drop of true godly ſorrow. 


They are as deſperately wicked as before, and diſ- 
cover it as they can; like that unconverted 
tbief who railed at our Lord Chriſt, when he 
hung upon the croſs. by him; to whom the other 

. faid, well, Doſt not thou fear God, ſeeing thou 


art in the ſame condemnation? Luke xxili. 30. 
Antichriſtian idolaters are the lively emblems of 
the damned in this reſpect; for they, under all the 


plagues which are feat upon them, © blaſpheme, 


and repent not,“ Rev. ix. 20. 21. dp. xvi. 
9. 11. 92 


tiaued the ſame. Ualeſs they had. other ſpirits 


given them, it YES pity nothing to put them 


into another ſtate. were to try the ſame 
perſons again and la. 7 iſlue would be ſtill 
the ſame ; as Pharach, after ſeveral judgements 
inflited and recalled, would not let Iſrael go, and 


ſo God Boon nur 4 himſelf upon him at laſt in his 
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utter ruin. Sede in that burning Riesdes © are not 


melted, but hardened rather; and what could be 
expected from a ſinner that is ſtil incorrigible, but 
freſh provocations, if God, after he had ſhut him 
up in prifon, ſhould ſet him at liberty again? 
New opportunities and temptations would infal- 
libly produce more new fins. The N od fore- 
tells how unfucceſsful mercies would be, where 
fin is yet in dominion : Iſa. xxvi. 10. Let fa- 
your be ſhewed to the wicked, yet will not he 
learn righteouſneſs.” 80 that the removal of 
judgement from hem only, "Os do them no 
kindneſs. 
4. Sinners can never make fatisfaction to the | 


juſtice of God for any one act or thought of wie- 15 


kedneſs by all that they can ſuffer; and therefore 
there is a neceſſity that they ſhould ſuffer always. 
They can never reſtore the honour to God which 
they have robbed him of by fin; they can make 
no reparation for the unrighteouſnefles and indig- 
nities which they have done to him; and being 
ſuch inſolent debtors, not able to pay what they 
owe, nor having any ſurety to do it for them, 
they can neyer be let out. He who cannot clear 
his account with God, nor ſo much as begin to 
clear it, can find no fault with his being an ever- 
laſting priſoner. After a ſoul hath lain thoyfands 
of ages in hell, he hath as much to anſwer for, 
as he had at his firſt entrance; there is not one 
line wiped out of his whole ſeore. The guilt of 
every fin is infinite; by reaſon of the object againſt 
whom it is committed, and this can never be ex- 
er by the ns torments wa a _ creature, 
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8 SERMON VII. | 
tions of God are deeper than that hel] 1 into which 
he caſt ſinners. Job xi. 8. What awful words 
are thoſe, whereby he expreſſes one part of his 


- glorious excellency! Deut. xxxii. 40. © I lift up 
my hand to heaven, and fay, I live for ever.“ 


—_ who ben e, till it. ae late to re. 


God ſpeaks here in the form of an oath ; and a8 
the angel ſwore after the like manner by the life 


of God, Rev. x. 5. 6. ; ſo God here ſwears by his 
own life, to intimate what an object of dread the 
living God is to a perithing finner ; for es ſurely 


as God lives, the finner ſhall die. How fearful a 
thing muſt it be to fall into his hands, out of 
which every criminal would fain fee, but cannot! 
Job. xxvii. 22. What conceptions can we have of 


him, that bear a proportion to his terrible ma- 


jeſty! 2dly, How falſe and groundleſs is that 
fancy of the expiration of a ſinner's miſery. and 


_ torment after a limited term ! One of the-ancients 
dreamed of a flaming river, through which all 


creatures were to paſs, not only damned ſouls, but 
even the devils themſelves, and ſo to be ſaved at 
laſt. Others, ſince his time; have: ſtarted: ſome 


fond opinions of the ſame kind; as if mercy would 
' finally rejoice againſt judgement, and ſwallow up 
all in its own embraces. But the largeneſs of 


ſuch men's charity outdoes the ſoundneſs of their 


faith; and how reconcileable ſoever this may be 


to a ſoft indulgence in their own tempers, it con- 
tradias the ſcripture-account of God's inflexible 
rigliteonſneſs, and the ſtate of the world to come. 


Abraham was no ſuch comforter to the rich man, 


as to tell him, that he ſhould or might ſhoot this 
h hereafter. 3dl, What madneſs muſt needs be 


in the heart of every ſinner, that does not conſider 
this! The Holy Ghoſt makes uſe of that very word, 


and indeed it can be nothing leſs, Feel. iii. .; that 


tire, 
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tire, and kate it will be too late in a little 
while, he who continues treaſuring up wrath, till 

thoſe treaſures be opened, which will never be 
emptied, is certainly beſide himſelf, It is impoſ- 
ſible that reaſon ſhould be exerciſed in this caſe, - 
-where ſo vaſt an inequality is between what tempts 
to fin, and what ſhould deter from it. That which 
allures is tranſient, that which ſbould reſtrain is 


permanent; the pleaſo re is ſhort, and the puniſh-. 


ment is endleſs. ar, What a bleſſed ſecurity 
is it to ſaints in heaven, that they cannot leave 
their glorious habitation, as the fallen angels have 


done, for undoubtedly they are as much con- 


firmed in their happineſs, as the damned in their 
miſery. As they that are «ſalted with fire,” Mark 
ix. 49. are preſerved from conſumption, ſo they 


that dwell in perfect light are free from any ſha- 


dow of turning. They © eat of the tree of life, 
which 1 is in the midft of the paradiſe of God,” 


Rev. ii. 7. and they who once eat of that tree, can 


die no more. After they are entered upon the 


poſſeſſion of their inheritance, they can neither for. 
feit it, nor be thrown out of it; no conyulitons 
can ſhake theſe pillars. in the temple of God, 


They are above the reach of temptation, and the 


poſſibility of finning ; and all the ſpiritual enemies 
which aſſault and diſturb them. now, they all 
not ſee again any more for ever. After a ſtormy 
voyage, we ſhall lie ſafely at anchor in that port, 
and never be driven from it. | 
2. Exhortation. iff, Put not off the Working 
out your own ſalvation to the laſt extremities. Do 
not ſay concerning the counſels of God, as Huſbai 
concerning that of Ahitophel, 2 Sam. 'zvii. 7. 


that they are not good at this time. It is high 


time to obey thoſe preſent calls, which ere long 
you will be out of a N of ogy ing. A 
off 
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| of your agreements with hell now, hereafter your 
bands will be made too ſtrong to be broken. The 


critical ſeaſon of death and judgement is at hand, 


when you will inevitably ſee that ſalvation which | 
is of God, or that deſtruction which is of Four. 
. ſelves. - Who, therefore, would defer the ſettlement 
4 of the affairs of his ſoul, that lives ſo uncertainly 
in the body, and muſt expect at his ſeparation 
from it, if his peace be not made before, to be 
| torn in pieces by an implacable revenger! 24), 


Put forth yourſelves, and your whole ſtrength to 


the uttermoſt, while you may, in the ſervice of 


God; becauſe your opportunities for 1t will ſoon 


ceaſe in this world for ever. The filent and fait 
approaches of the night, ſhould quicken our dili- 
gent improvement of the day. Neglect nothing 
now, which you will vainly wiſh had been per- 

formed, when the hour comes that your time 
| ſhall be no longer. This conſideration ſhould ſtir 

us up to act moſt induſtriouſly ; for ſlothful ſer- 


vants, as well as they that are more groſsly wie- 


ked, bewail their folly to no purpoſe in a miſe- 


rable eternity: Whatfoever thy hand findeth 


to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, 


nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the 


grave,” Eccl. ix. 10. If you are remiſs and ſu- 


perficial now, you cannot mend it then. 3dly, 
Learn to be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in your courſe 


of duty. Let nothing perſuade you to change 


your God, but cleave with full purpoſe of heart 


to him. The proſpect of an eternal world, where 


our lot muſt remain always the ſame, ſhould make 
us very firm, refolved Chriſtians. When the de- 
vil tempts you to go back from Chriſt, remember 
what it is to be irrevocably condemned to a de- 


parture from him. You who are looſe and wa- 
vering in your obedience now, will be chained 
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guilt. Nothing can remove your ſhackles then, 


and therefore why ſhould an ny thor rs. carry you 


away from your, preſent duty ? 4zbly, Keep your 


diſtance from thoſe perſons in this world, from 


whom you look to be everlaſtingly divided in the 
next. As ſinners will never know the worſt of 
what they ſhall ſuffer, ſo it will be good for us to 
have no acquaintance or concern with what they 
do. Their breath, which ſmells of the infernal 
ſulphur, ought to be ſtrange to us. There is to 
be a gulph between us at laſt, and for that reaſon 


there ſhould be no unneceſſary fellowſhip, or 


choſen faquliarity now. © Enter not into the 
path of the wicked,” Prov. iv. 14. if you ex- 
pect that your end ſhould differ ſo much from 


theirs. It is certainly moſt abſurd to aſſociate 


with them on earth, who are to. be baniſhed ſo 


8 off in hell. 
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fl 18 hereafter under a load of unpardonable | 
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Pet xvi, 27. 28. Then he foi, # #6 Shay: thee, 
. therefore, Father, that thoa woulde/t ſend him 
to my father's houſe ; for I bave five brethren, 
» that he may teſtiſ unto them, 5 the 7 fe come 
_ tnlo. bu Pla ace of Ferre: | 


T. firſt petition of the rich man, thick 1 


directly and plainly concerned himſelf, being 
rejected, and that rejection juſtified and ſapported 


by very convincing reaſons which have been con- 
fidered ;- we have here before us a ſecond requeſt 


from the ſame perſon, which does ſeemingly re- 
fer, not ſo much to himſelf, now in hell, as to 
thoſe whom he left behind him upon earth. He 
" font he could not ſacceed in the other matter, 
and fo he tries whether he can prevail in this. 

Then he ſaid, I pray thee, therefore, Father, &c. 
In which requeſt we may take notice of five 
thing 3: 1. The mellenger whom he ſues for; 
Nerz thou woulde ft f end him, i. e. Lazarus; the 
ſame perſon whom 22 begged to have diſpatched 
upon the former errand, ver. 24. How uſeleſs 
and burdenſome ſoever this poor beggar . was 
thought to be while he lived, of whom really the 
world was not worthy, we find, there were mor? 
good 1 cond Fan one which he was 1255 ene” 
p 5 2 
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of > Wha alter death. 80, many times a 


double honour and reſpect is paid to the names 


and memories of departed ſaints, when men have | 


learned by experience, that the want of their ſer- 
vice is not to be ſupplicd fo well by any other; 


their enemies very often, who have haſtened them 


to their graves, have wiſhed them alive again, 
and felt the need of their aſſiſtance; as that wic- 


ked king of Iſrael wept over the face of the dying 


Eliſha, 2 Kings xiii. 14. 2. The place which 


he would have had him ſent unto ; fo my Father's 
 bouſe ; as if he, who lay neglected at the gate 
before, might promife himſelf better entertain 


ment now. Lazarus had been trampled on and 


eſt. Thus our Lord Chriſt, whom his 


ſpurned at, as an un ateful ſpectacle, now he is ; 
invited to make a vitit, as a defirable and wel- 


own would not receive while he went up and 


down among them, foretells that there would be 


2 time, when they ſhould ſay, © Bleſſed is he 
that cometh in the name of. the Lord,” Mat- 
iii. 30. 3. The occaſion of aſking this; for £ 
' have fioe brethren. Whether. theſe were- arifly 1455 
ſuch as deſcended from the ſale parents, or.re- | 
mater kindred, who in ſcripture are frequently 
ſtyled brethren, as Mat. xiii, 55. and many other 
places, and whether there were preciſely ſo many 
of them, or only a definite and certaiu number put 
for an uncertain, is not material. There were 
ſome remaining branches of a diſſolute family, 
that followed the ſame courſe, and trod in the BE 
ſame ſteps, as this rich man had done; which is 
no unuſual thing in the tents of wickedneſs.” When - | 
one is ſnatched away, there are ſtill others that 
keep up his ungodly cuſtoms, and inherit the 
vices, as well as eſtate, of their wretched prede- 


Ful. xlix. * * This their 
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— 


* 


of 
— . WII oa 49s - * 


tbhoſe very fins in which they yet lived 
Let Lazarus be a preacher of righteouſneſs to 
that lewd generation whom I am taken from; 


: 1 


1 "I SERMON. vin. 


is their folly, vet their poſterity approve | 
their ſayings,” 4. The meſſage which he would 


have him deliver; that he may teftify to them. 


It is implied what the matter of his teſtimony | 
ſhould be, viz. the evil and danger of their pre. 


ſent practice, backed with an account of what the 


rich man himſelf was now actually * 
6 


Jet him tell them that which he knows of what ] 


| feel, and repreſent my woful and diſtreſſed caſe 
with all thoſe. circumſtances . of horror, which 


ſuch an eye-witnels i is better able to deſcribe than 


another perſon.” 5. The end for which he de- 


fired it; left they alfo come mto this place tor. 
ment. He knew that his brethren mu me 
chither as ſurely. as himſelf, if they went on in the 
ſame road, and therefore he ſought to have this 


extraordinary means applied for prevention. He 


reckoned, that while they were joined to the H 


ving, there might be hope concerning them; if 
they were brought to repentance, they might 

'- eſcape his doom; and this was what he aimed at 
in the preferring. of his petition on their behalf. 


But here the difficulty lies, how this muſt be un- 


LON derftood ; whether the rich man had not really 
more reſpe&t to himſelf than bis five brethren, 
and whether he aſked not this fingular favour, ra- 


ther for his own ſake, than theirs, who were ſtill 
alive. For, (1.) It is moſt undoubted, that there 


is no real charity among the damned to the ſouls 
of their ſurvivors, nor any true zeal for their ſal- 
vation; they that have finally Joſt their owñ ſouls, 


are not fincerely folicitous about the welfare of 


"other: men's: Can any ſuch good thing 5 bund 
| 8 780 which is the e ſink and center of all 


4 manner 
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1 manner o6 weil d No certainly. (2 tis peſſible. : 


indeed, as ſome have thought, that there may be 
common remnants of humanity in the resſonable 
nature. and that theſe may produce a few work 
ings of affection and compaſiion towards thoſe that 
have been dear to them, if they be likely to {uffer 
with them. But, however, (3:) It is moſt pro- 
bable, that the main reaſon which ſwayed the rich 
man to the making of this requeſt, was the fear 


of the aggravation of his own tormente, by the 


continued fm and future, damnation. of his now 
living brethren ; he expected to fare the worſe, 
and ſuffer the more by their means, if they were 
not reclaimed. So that whatever deſign was pre- 


rr MEI this rid | 
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OnsxnvaTION. - Sinful relatives . companions 


"ou to add to the miſery Y ihe 8 


Here ſhall ſhew, .- 
"I In general, that the miſe of te Guned is 
capable of addition. 
I. How finful relatives and campagions parte | 


. 
- 


 eularly add to it. . 


III. Why they thall do fo. 1 a. 
IV. The Uss. HY gy.» ET BIT 5 het 


F: To Kew tu: general, that the — 2 7 — 


n is capable of addition; that their torments 
may be increaſed in the place of torment ;. their 
furnace made hotter, and their flame more vohes. 
W 
2 8 15 The devil are already: tormented, and yet 
are in expeQation of further torment; as is mtt- 

_ mated Tear vi eſtion of the unclean ſpirits to 

Chriſt, 


at. vil. 9 .* Art thou come to tor- 
12 ment 
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ment us before the time d Not that they are now. 
at eaſe, for they are ſaid to ſeck © reſt, and find 
none, 'chap. x11. 43. But there is a' fit time 
which they look for, when they ſhall be more 


uneaſy than they now are. Though now they 


are under an actual execution, yet {till they are 
kept to be brought forth to à day of greater 
wrath. Hence they are ſaid to tremble, Jam. ii. 
19.; which ſprings from their fore- knowledge of 
- fome evil to come determined againſt them, and 
hitherto not inflifted. By parity of reaſon, we 
may alſo conclude, that they who have their mi- 
ferable portion with devils, do not receive all that 
portion at once; but new ſcenes of vengeance may 
- preſent themſelves one after another, and the 
floods of divine wrath in that bottomleſs pit where 
they are caſt, may, like the waters of the Lance 
tüary, rife ſtill higher and higher. z 
2. The plagues which are laid up in ſides with 
God, are not to be exhauſted. Though the ſouls 
in hell may truly ſay, that God hath ſet them up 
for his mark, and he is always ſpending his ar- 


; rows upon them, yet his quiver is always full. 


It can never be ſaid, that he hath gone to the ut- 


moſt in punithing, fo that he can go no Farther, 


How often is that threatening repeated, in Lev. 


xxvi. I will puniſh you yet ſeven times more!” 
Seven is commonly 9 as a number of perfec- 
tion, and ſo uſed in the ſcripture ; and therefore 
new degrees, if not kinds, of puniſhment may be 


executed everlaſtingly. Unleſs a man could fee 


to the end of infinite diſpleaſure, he can never tell 

when he is as miſerable as he can be. In this 

fenſe, God's judgements are a great deep, and he 

hath freih vials to pour out continually. It is 

the promiſed happineſs of ſaints, that the Lamb + 

ſhall =_ them to * fountains,” Rev. vii. 15. 
* 2 eee 
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1 mercy; . and revenging Py Rn Snakes -: 


| their Rm diltributions n 8. boundleſs 
K. e 
ry The new fins which are commiteed in bell e 


itſelf, call for an addition to the finner's miſery. 


As they who are in a ſtate of endleſs rewards are 
ſtill ſerving of God, ſo they who are in a ſtate of 


puniſhment are ill. finning againſt him; ny 
are ſo far from repenting of their, old fins, that : 


they go on, adding new ones every moment. 


And is it to be ſuppoſed, that theſe fins ſhould” 
eſcape unpunithed, or that che puniſhment of ſuch: 


new fins muſt be included ia the puniſhment of 
the old ones? Why ſhould not the fame hell have 


an acceſſion of heat, as the ſame ſoul burns with 


greater rage and fury againſt God? What reaſon 
3 there, that their miſery ſhould be at a ſtay, 
when their wickedneſs is inereaſing? Juſſ ice ſeems 


to require, that their ſorrows ſhould be multi- 


plied in proportion to their ſins; on the ſame ace 
count, that they who are greater finners receive | 


greater damnation than the reſt. Mat. xxiii. 14, 


It will be more tolerable: for ſome than others, 
_ though poſitively intolerable for all; aud ſo it ma 
be more tolerable at the eg of hear wa” "2% 

than i in the gre of ite: 7+ 


Il. A finfut exlatives. and companions. par- | - 


2 me add to the miſery of the damned. 


Anſ. Two! ways; by their ſins While they 


1 and by their ſociety when they die.. 


1. The miſery of the damned is augmented by 


the ſins uf their relatives and compamions while 


they hve, Though they, that are in hell be ig- 


noratit of what is done on earth, and cannot now 
de acceſſory to it, yet we are to oonſider what: 


4 5 to it heratofere,; and how” 
5 ys 3. SIR * | 
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| thereby they may be yet partakers of Gabe . 


preſent fins, Though they be now ſeparated from 
| ont in another world, the pernicious, inflaence 


1 F 
1 


of what they did in this may ſtill continue. And 


| fo God juſtly viſits the fins of the living upon the 
dead]; for he is ſaid to give to every one, not only | 
15 according to his ways, but according to the fruit 


of his, doings,” Jer. xxxii. 19. The fruit of our 
doings may appear a long time after we are ga- 


thered to our fathers; men may ſow thoſe poiſonous 
ſeeds now, which will ſpring up and bring forth 
many years hence, when they are dwelling in the 

duſt. The fins of thoſe that outlive us may be in 
a great meaſure the effects of ours, and therefore 


we may be made to ſuffer for chem. n 


lar] | 
#8 ) The Gii of river may be. Joy: much 


owing to the former perſuaſions and encourage- 


ments which they had from thoſe that are gone 


before them. Jeroboam, upon the revolt of the 


ten tribes to him, ſets up two golden calves, one 


in Dan, the other in Bethel, and the people were 
quickly induced to go and worſhip before them; 


and this idolatry laſted ſo long after his deceaſe, 


even till they were carried captive by the Aſſy- 


rians, 2 Kings xvii. 22. 23. that the Holy Ghoſt 
ſeldom mentions his name, without this infamous 
addition, whe made Ifrael to fin. Corrupt na- 
ture leads men to walk in the counſel of the un- 
"godly, when the counſellors themſelves ate pe- 
riſnhed. Now, though they that follow the wicked 
ſuggeſtions « of others ſhall bear their own burden, 
15 there is a guilt derived upon the tempters too. 


uſtful Amnon fuffers for the debauching of his 


innocent ſiſter, but ſubtile Jonadab bears his ini- 
quity alſo for prompting and adviſing him to it:; 
. was his own awd in N ſuch a friend of 


that 
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| —— prince, 2 Sam. xiii. . 80, though, 
Ahab be marked out as a monſter i in wic 
it 1s alſo mentioned; that Jezebel his wife 
Ben e Kings x35 25. The oftenes 
any ſouls are taken in ſnares which we have _W; 
— worſe it will bs "wy us. 4 EY, 
2.) Survivors {in many times b the — 
a. 2 their ſinful e A Aru man, 


while he lives, does often help to furniſh others 


with fuel for thoſe luſts which are not extinct ſo 
ſoon as he. The giving of large eſtates to diſſo- 
lute young prodigals, that have no ſenſe of relis, | 
gion, nor common ſobriety to govern them, is. 
putting a weapon into their hands, wherewith 
they will certainly fight againſt God. The devil 
could not have had ſo much ſervice from ſuch, 
perſons, if they had not been ſupplied with mas. 
terials to work upon. This will turn to a fad- 
account, not only to themſelves, but to thoſe that 
ere the diſpenſers. of this abuſed ſubſtance. Is 
is a dreadfal thing. to be charged with the main 
taining and ſupporting of the wickedneſs of thoſe 
that live after us, and ſtand up in our room; 
when it may be ſaid, that this or tliat abomina- 
tion had never been committed, if we had not 
provided the means whereby to bring it forth. 
(3-) Survivors oftentimes fin after the ill exam. 
ples of thoſe whom they ſucceed. © We will do,“ 
cry the rebellious Jews, “ as we have done, we 
and our fathers,” Jerem. xliv. 17. Their fas 
thers were then dead, but their bad. precedents, it 


ſeems, were of Force ſill ; the foul copy which 


they ſet, was eagerly tranſeribed by thoſe that 
ſprung out of their loins, © Such imitations are 
very natural; if we: have ſeen others driving to- 
wards hell, who are now arrived at that miſerable 
lage, we have n within. us which 


. draw 
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N ee 


draws us the fame way. But woe to them 


whom mis evil comes ; they who are the orig. 


nals of it, will fuffer che more for their ſakes 


whom their wretched pattern hath miſled. There 


| Have been multitudes in the world, that have not 
.. only fallen by their own iniquity, but have ſunk 
| the deeper into hell, by others falling upon them, 


to whom their/iniquity hath been a fatal ſtumbling- 


block: The more a finner's ways are learned, 
the more his puniſhment is heightene. 


thi ſociety of their relatives and companions; when 
they die. This will appear, if we confider theſe 


2. The miſery of the damned is increaſed by 


three things. 


(..) If there be any impreffions of tendernef 


_ and kindneſs left in damned fouls, the miſery of 


thoſe that have been dear and: delightful to them, 
will aggravate: their ' own. Whatever pleaſure 


; ſore deviliſn minds may take in the ruins of thoſe | 


_ whom they hate, yet the deſtruction of thoſe whom 


A from it. It argues che utmoſt cruelty of ipi- 


they love, will be tormenting. To fee the cala- 
mities of any perſons, whom our affections are pe- 


culiarly ſet upon, is a wounding ſpectacle; to 
Have the defire of our eyes put upon the rack be- 


fore our eyes, is enough to cut us to the heart; 
as the ſons" of Zedekiah were flain in his ſight, 


before they put out his eyes, 2 Kings xxv. *. 


David tells Huſhai, for this reaſon, when he was 
_ flying from Abſalom, that, if he paſſed on with 

him, he would be a burden to him,“ 2 Sam. xv. 
33. That company which otherwiſe would be 
the greateſt pleaſure, adds to our afffiction, when 
they are made to ſuffer with us. They muſt be 


very unnaturally barbarous, v io would chuſe to 
have their deareſt friends involved in the ſame 
puniſhment: with themſelves; rather than exempt- 


mt, 


„ 
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te The fight of thoſe whom abend a6 mich 
is afreſh revival of their own guilt; like the caſting 
of the carcaſes of idolaters upon the carcaſes af 
their idols; as is threatened, Lev. xxvi. 30. The 
| moſt dreadful objects to an awakened; ſinner here 
in this world, are. ſuch as have been the beloved 
partners of bike: former- wickedneſs; but it is much 
more ſo in the next world. When Amnon had ſa- 

_ tisfied his luſt on his ſiſter Tamar, he could not en- 
dure her any longer in his prefence ; he that was ſo 
ſick for her before, that he could not live without 
hon was now as haſty in ſending her away, 2 Sam. 

Xitt. 17. Put now this woman out from me, and 
bolt the door after her.” He' refuſes to call her 
fiſter, but with a kind of diſdain and abhorrence, 
this woman; and ſhe muſt be put out now, in- 
ſtantly, without any delay; and the door muſt be 
bolted after her, as if he were reſolved to ſee her 
no more. Though the ſins of the damned are 

5 ever before them, and it is impoſſible that theß 

; | ſhould forget them, yet it . be a kind of 

negative comfort, to have all that joined with _ 

them in thoſe fins buried out of their view. 

Their unavoidable perpetual converſe with ſuch, 

is as bad as their ſellowſhip with devils them, 

' ſeives ; for hereby all the circumſtances of their 

| paſt profligate lives will be very moment me | 

repreſented. | 5 
(3.) It is not to be. doubted, but chat W 

brethren and fellow- workers in iniquity meet in 

hell, they will be always ſharply upbraiding a 

reviling one another, They will not only cu 
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God for preſerving; them in being, yea, and — ET 
bringing them into being, but more juſtly. and de- 
e curſe thoſe . an * any 1 | 
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the inſtruments and occaſions of bringing them tc 


| | that place of torment. As Joab once charged 


David with loving his enemies, and hating his 
friends, 2 Sam. xix; 6. ; fo it may be truly ſaid 


6981 refraftory ſinners, white they are on this fide of 
dall; they are angry with thoſe'that would divert 


them from their evil way, and pleaſed with ſuch 
nus promote them in it; which is indeed to do what 
David was acenſed of doing, But hereafter their 


note will be changed, they will moſt bitterly e- 


claim againſt thoſe very perſons of whom they 
dare nom moſt paſſionately fond; they will ery out 
| ſt them as the murderers of their ſouls, who 
S have been the patrons and abettors of their ſins; 
and theſe mutual reproaches and invectives will 
wy evo ee of cheir net 


II. Why ſhall the midery! eds 


- after this manner? will Com ana 
PRE theſe. two reaſons of it. 


ſo as to puniſh them, not only for their evil works, 


but by them. It tends moſt remarkably to the | | 


of God's juſtice, when the rod of the wicked 
is made their own ſeourge, and their plagues grow 
out of their on provocations; As David's fin- 


ful indulgence to Abſalom and Adonijah was pu- 
niſhed in their rebellion and uſurpation; he let 


looſe the reins to them, and, for a requital, they 
would bave run away with the crown; ſo here, 
wieked men, by the propagation of fin, do alſo 
propagate their own ' miſery ; they turn cor- 
vroupters of others, and God makes them fart 
- thoſe: whom they have corrupted. The e 

' whieh-they ſpread collects upon themiſclves ; 48 
; |= 888 that ſets: fire to OEM combuſtible 


. © Is Becauſe God does in infinite” wiſdom often 
chuſe/ts puniſh men in that wherein they do offend, 


e 
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matter wand about it, is che ſooner melted in a 


fame of its own kindlmg. 

2. God chuſes likewiſe oftentimes. to puniſh 
men in that wherein they moſt deli ght. He is 
never more magnified, nor the ſinner more con- 3 
founded, than when the finner's chiefeſt joy is 
turned into his greateſt ſorrow. Lioentious com- 


pany is the carnal man's heaven in this world, and 


et the ſame compan will be a bitter ingredient 
of his future hell. They that live without God, 
never think themſelves ſo happy as when they 
are con verſing wich thoſe who are like themſelves; 


and hereafter this very thing will render them 


the more extremely miſerable. 80 it frequently 


happens in the courſe of God's providence here, 
that a man's miſtaken comforts prove his real 
crofſes ; and what he once embraced with. ee 


eagerneſs, he afterwards unwillingly poſſeſſes with * - 


greateſt. vexation; 3 As Judas threw down. the 


thirty pieces in a rage, which he fo e co- 
before, Mats xxvii. Sp | | | 


V. The Us. e 
1. Information. ff, No Fotirude upon EN 5 


fo ſad, as the ſociety which is in hell. The woe 


of being alone is a mercy and a privilege, in 


compariſon of their more wretched converſation 
there. ' Retirement and ſcparation from a man's 


pleaſant companions is  yecounted” very grievous 
now, whereas hereafter it would be truly de- 
ſirable. What Job complained of, chap. xix. 13. 


the damned ſoul might rather be thankful for; if 


God would © put his brethren and acquaintance 15 


far from him.“ It would be better to take an 


everlaſting ſarewell of them at death, than to be- 


hold them any more after it. He that wanders in 
An aud untins, Wes: in PRA: to him 
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that i is under the neceſſity of renewing ſuck Abe 
tive converſe. 2dly, No company can be an 
argument to fin, which is an addition, ra- 
ther than an abatement to f uffering. How _ 
reaſonable * to follow a multitude in doing evil,” 
| Exod. xXxiii. 2. when a multitude will not help 
us in the bearing of evil, but the contrary ! Con- 
formity to others in their wicked practices, is 
no more an excuſe, than communion with . | 
in their puniſhment is a ſatisfaQion. To plead 
our going along with the ſtream, or crowd of 
thoſe whom we know, and have moſt temptation , 
to be influenced by, will not cover our guilt; and 
to be turned into hell among ſuch at laſt, will not 
| procure us any contentment, but increaſe our im- 
patience. That ſhould not be a motive to allure, 
which will be a means of trouble. 3dly, The 
blood of ſouls is an . and ĩt ought to 
be every one's great concern to keep himſelf pure 
from it; for, we ſee, even the damned would 
throw it off, if they could. It is a doleful thing 
to have the temporal death of any other perſon 
lying at our door; the old prophet at Bethel, who 
had ſeduced the man of God, and was made to pro- 
nounce the ſad ſentence againſt him for his com- 
pliance, 1 Kings xiii. 21. 22. mourned over his 
torn carcaſe with a bleeding heart, ver. 29. 30. 
becauſe he had by his falſe inſihuations brought 
him to that unhappy and untimely end. But 
what is the body to the ſoul, or a mortal life to 
immortality? Spiritual blood - guiltineſs is of a 
much deeper dye; which we need to pray more 
earneſtly, and endeavour more Farefully; to be de- 
2 Mate from. 
2. Exhortation. 3/f, Lock to the oiaty and 
| a of your families, as well as perſonal holi- 
meſs; that they ond eben with you, and 
+ ts : E "Pee 
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partakers of the ſame grace. Let every one exe- 
cute Joſhua's reſolution as far as is poſſible; Joſh. 
-  xxiv. 15. As for me and my houſe, we will ſerve 
the Lord.” It was a very commendable thing in 
the two tribes and half, when they built the 
« altar of . witneſs, that their children in after 
times might not be made to ceaſe from fearing the 
Lord,“ chap. xxii. 25. Where age gives a pre- 


eminence; improve it for God, and not for the 


devil; like Lot's eldeſt daughter, who was the 
ringleader, in that abominable inceſt, to her 

younger ſiſter, Gen. xix. 31.-&c.  24ly, Cut off 
all the accafions of fin from others as well as your-' 
| ſelves, as much as you can. Take heed of doing 
any thing which may probably become, like Gi- 
deon's Ephod, Judg. viii. 27. a ſnare to pov, - 


or to your houſe. 


here is one thing eſpecially -* 


very pernicious, which they that profeſs a ſub-  .- 


jection to the goſpel are too little ſcrupulous of, 
vi. unequal yoking with thoſe that believe not. 
The ſinful marriages of holy and profane perſons, 
are many times puniſhed in the wickedneſs of their 


poſterity. The ſon of the Iſraelitim woman, 


whoſe father was an Egyptian, proved a blaiphe- 
mer, Lev. xxiv. 10. 11. Solomon had but one ſon 
by his vaſt number of wives and concubines, and 

that one, deſcended partly from au accurſed people, 
| was too like unto them: It is twice mentioned, 

that Rehoboam's mother was Naamah, an Am- 
 moniteſs, 1 Kings xiv. 21. 31. 3dly, Suppreſs 


the fins which you cannot prevent, to your ver 


uttermoſt. Ungodly ſecrets are not to be kept, 
out of a fooliſh tenderneſs, but faithfully and im- 
partially to be revealed, It is recorded to Jo- 
ſeph's honour; that he brought to his father tte 
evil report of his lewd brethren, Gen. xxxvil. 2. 
The neareſt relations were not to be pitied, nor 


ſpared, 


ht 
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ſpared, nor concealed, in the caſe K * 
to idolatry, Deut. xiii. 8. Inferiors muſt diſco. 
wer ſin, and ſuperiors ought to puniſh it. Els 
 :houſe was to be judged for ever, becauſe bis ſons 
made themſelves vile, and he reſtrained | them 
not, 1 Sam. iii. 13. His power was great, not 
only as a parent, but as a magiſtrate, and their 
facts notorious; he heard of them from all 
people, chap. ii. 23. Yet he did but ſoftly re- 
buke, what he [ſhould have ſeverely corrected. 
Let us therefore diſcharge our conſciences to. 
wards all under our authority or influence, chat 
if they do periſh, we may be guiltleſs; and then, 
though their feared mifery be our affliftion now, 
their . — . will not oy our e 
at laſt. 
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125 xvi. 29.— Arabam faith. unto him, They 
. have Moſes and the e let tbem bear 
them. BEIT 


- . 2 


; A New: petition being preferred by the rich 


man to Abraham, in the two for ing 
verſes, wherein he implores the ſending. of 


tus to teſtify to his five brethren. at his father's „ 


houſe; theſe words contain Abraham's anſwer, 


wherein he gives the like repulſe to this requeſt, 


as he had done to the former, and ſo the miſerable 


ſupplicant is left unſucceſsful in both. The 


ſcope. of what is here ſaid is to let the rich mat 


know, that his ſurviving relations had ſufficient 
notice and warning already, if they would take 


it, not to come to that place of torment where he 


now was; and therefore there was no real need, 
or juſt occaſion, to alarm them by ſuch an extra- 
r mellenger : : Abraham ſaith unto bin, 


| Hoon: are two things to be confidered ; the 
means vouchſafed to the rich man's bretkies;; 


and the improvement required of them. 1. Ilie 
means. vouchſafed; They have Moſes and the 


prophets.” Theſe exo, M. 0% and the prophets, 


are frequently put together, as . compr 
. K 2 
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of the whole Old Teſtament, John i i. 45. Ads 5 
XXvi. 22. Or, which. is the ſame thing, the 

law and the prophets,” as. it is ee in 

other places, Matth. vii. 12. and xxii. 40.; the 
one being the beginning, and the other the end of 
that ſacred volume, which take in all the reſt be- 
tween them. But how could it be ſaid that they had 
Moſes and the prophets, whereas they were dead 
fo long before their time? Ar/. (1.) They had 

their writings, which ſupplied the place and room 
of their perſons. The ſame God who ſpake ori- 
ginally © to Moſes face to face,” Exod. xxxiti. 11. 


ad © by the mouth of his holy prophets,” Luke 


i. 70. did alſo guide the pens of ' thoſe who re. 
corded what was ſpoken ; fo that all ſcripture is 
truly ſaid to be given by divine inſpiration, 6; 
2 Tim. iii. 16; The word written is equivalent 
with the word ſpoken ; and being written by the 
direction and appointment of God himſelf, is as 
much to be believed, as if the firſt ſpeakers of it 
from God were now alive. (2.) They had theſe 
writings publicly read and. expounded to them. 
The prophets were read every Sabbath-day,” 
Ads xiii. 279. And ſo was * Moſes read in their 
ynagogues in every city,“ chap. xv. 21. Which 


: 24, reading was alſo accompanied with ſome explica- 


tion; as indeed it ſeems reaſonable that it ffould 
be; for, after the return from the captivity, they 
— faid to give the ſenſe, Neh. viii. 8. And on 
this account the people are bidden to “ ſeek the 
law at the prieſt's mouth,” Mal. ii. 7. ;- the 
Prieſts being by their office, when duly executed, 

the living interpreters of the deceaſed holy wri- 


ters. So that God having provided ſuch a com- 


penſation for the deaths of Moſes and the pro- 


phets, they might be ſaid to enjoy them ſtill. 
2. The improvement required; * them hear 
| a 5 . tem. : 
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them. "This is not to be underſtood. as a a bare per- i 
miſſion of what they might do, but as a command; 
ſignifying what they ought to do; as they had 
the opportunity of hearing, ſo they were obliged 
to lay hold:of it. But is it not to be rationally 


ſuppoſed, that theſe brethren of the rich man did 


hear Moſes and the prophets, as they were men 
of Iſrael, and educated in the Jewiſh relipion, and 
conſequently frequenters of the public worſhip, and 
therefore why ſhould Abraham urge the doing of 
that which. was already done? An/. So did David, 
ef Drag re „during his impenitence for thoſe hai- 
nous {in adukery and murder, go to the ſer- 
vice of the tabernacle, and the hearing of the law; , 
but he heard to no purpoſe all: that: time. The 
hearing of the ear is not enough, as is plain from 
multitudes of texts, Matth. vii. 26. James i. 22. 
And therefore ſuch hearing cannot be all that is 
intended; but hearing ſo as to come to repent- 
ace, and bring forth: anſwerable fruits; to re- 

- ecrve' inſtruction, in order to ' reformation 4 % 
W: hear and be wiſe, and guide our hearts in the 
way, as Prov. xxili. 19.; to hear and yield 
obedience, or elſe We do but &« offer n n 
of fools,” Ecel. v. 1. 


OssERvATTox. 1 the Weit of thy word. 
preached is a ſpecial privilege, ſa'the 2 OO of 
it ir an important duty. 

Here 1 ſhall ſhew, | 
I. That: the en of the e is a ſpeciat 

privilege. Fi 
II. Wherdia. that privilege „„ 

III. What an! n Av the hearing 12 * 

TY | 


IV. 1 this qu is to he: rformed. 
V. The Usr. 8. F 
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I. To ſhew, that the having of the won wich 
us is indeed a ſpecial privilege. This is eaſily 
| proved, if we ſeriouſly conſider theſe four things, 
1. There are multitudes in the world that have 
it not, to whom it might have been ſent as well 
as unto us, if it had pleaſed God to order it fo, 
1 As the Jews of old were favoured, in this reſpect, 
above all the families of the earth beſides, ſo it is 
wmàmnmaow with the Chriſtian world, and with this part 
8 of it above many others. Whether we compare 

ourſelves with the heathen or antichriſſian world, 

we cannot but perceive tliat we are highly pri- 
vileged. 1/f, With the heathen world, who, 
though they have ſomething” of the law written 
SH "Ol their hearts, enough to leave them without 
4 _ excuſe in the tranſgreſſing of what they know, 
| yet it is ſo wofully blotted and depraved, ſo bro- 
1 3 and defective at the beſt, that they may be 
= — — Afaid to know nothing in compariſon. of us. A 

| 
| 


candle is not ſo much inferior to the ſun, as the 
light of nature ſhining in its greateſt. clearneſs, 
comes ſhort of ſcripture. We, therefore, who 
are called out of that darknefs in which they ſit, 
reap a vaſt advantage which they want, in having 
| the oracles of God committed to us. 2d/y, With 
* the antichriſtian world, whoſe wretched inhabit- 
aus are reſtrained from opening this book, or 
[ looking therein. It is ſealed up from them in an 
unknown tongue, and even in that tongue falſified 
by a very corrupt tranſlation. They are forbid- 
den to meddle with this tree of knowledge of 
| which we may eat; and what fruit their dae 
teachers pretend to gather from it, is poiſon 
with abominable mixtures before it comes to their 
hands. A free and unlimited uſe of our Bibles, 
is our glory as Proteſtants; and, on the other 
fide, that which. is commonly learned by Popiſh 
| rag 
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Fermans . to be unlearned and pulled down 


again, by them that would be built up to the hea- 
xenly- inheritance, ' - 


2. They that have not ot word; are deititure 


F of. that which, in God's uſual and ſtated courſe, 


is requiſite to ſalvation. What ſtrange and ſe- 
cret ways God may poſſibly have in ſaving ſome | - 
without the word, I think no man is able to aſ- 
fign; we are to judge by what he hath revealed; 
and if we go by that rule, we ſhall find that faith | 


itſelf is not more neceffary to ſalvation, than hear- 


ing is to faith, Rom. x. 17. Though all bave | 


not faith that hear the word, yet how ſhall . they 


believe that hear it not? It is a queſtion which - 
the Holy Ghoſt puts, and he who thinks he can 

_ anſwer it, may do well to try the ſpirit which 

he is led by. The ſcripture ſtill ſpeaks of the 


great work of faith as the effect of this inſtru- 


mental cauſe, | under the influence of the Supreme, 
Acts iv, 4. © Many of them which heard the 
word, believed So, chap. xviii. 8. Many of 
the Corinthians hearing, believed. It does not 
therefore appear, from what God hath diſcovered 
of his mind and will to us, but that they to- 


1 


whom the word comes OP muſt remain and pe- 


riſh in their infidelity 


3. The taking 1 of ke word: from oO: 


that have enjoyed it, is- threatened by God as 


5 peculiar judgement, and ſhould be accounted fo by 


us, Amos viii, 11. © Behold the days come, faith: 


the Lord, that I will ſend not a famine of - bread,” 
but what is a great deal worſe, for that is mani- 
? ſeſtly implied in the manner of exprefſion, „%a fas . 


mine of hearing the words of the Lord.” A fas» 
mine of bread is nd ſmalt calamity ; it exceeds the 
peſtilence, 2 Sam. xxiv. 13. and the ſword, Lam. 


ix. 9. which yet are two dreadful evils; but this 
famine 
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| famine of the word is abundantly greater. Its ; 


better to part with the ſtaff of life, than the food 
* 


* 
. 5 


of ſouls. This was the fearful thr 
the church of Epheſus, Rev. ii. 5. I will re- 
move thy candleſtick out of its place. The 
eandleſtick ſignifies nothing, if the light be gone ; 
fo without the continuance of the word, there muſt 
be the diſſolution of a church · ſtate. Now, if the 


judgement of loſing the goſpel be ſo great, the pri- 


vilege of having it is proportionably great. 


4. Many that have had the word, wanted this 


| ſt and complete edition of it, which was reſerved 
to theſe New Teſtament times. We have not 


_ _ evly Moſes and the prophets, as they in the text 
- - had, but Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles. God hath 


added conſiderably to the church's treafure, ſince 


our Lord Jefas came to manifeſt his Father's name, 
and bear witneſs to the truth in his own perſon, 
Even they whoſe inſpired writings make np a part 
of what we now {s, bad not thoſe meafures of 
divine revelation which we have, Matth. xiii. 17. 
Many prophets and righteous men. have defired 
to hear thoſe things which you. hear, and have not 
|, heard them.” They who gave the firſt intima- 
tions vf Chriſt's. coming into the world, would: 


| have been glad to Know, what the evangeliſts're- 


rted concerning him, after he was come. The 


word of the kingdom, as well as the kingdom it- 
felf, was formerly contained in a leſſer compaſs, 


and much more obſcurely delivered; now we 
have ſuch enlargements, as do both perfect and 
elear up the whole. So that if the Ifraelites here- 
tofore were honoured with knowing the joyful 
ſound more than any nation in the world, we evi - 
dently go beyond them, and are dignified even in 
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Tt. Wherein does rhe F of Eo the. 
Word lie? 
Auſ. In two 1 g 
I. We have God 3 in he Word. it i is 

truly the voice of God, and not of man; they that 
do not apprehend ſo, miſtake i it, as Samuel did when” 
the Lord called him three times ſucceſſively, and 
he ſtill thought that it was Eli, x Sam. iii. 8. He 
that heareth thoſe which are ſent of God, heareth 
him in hearing them, Luke K. 16. For, as Chriſt 
himſelf ſaid, their word is not theirs, but his, John 
Xiv. 24. Tne audience which Chriſt's miniſters 
demand and expect, is not upon their own account, 
but becauſe of him in whoſe name and authority 

they come; as the prophet ſaid to the people of 
, the Jews,“ Hear ye, and give ear, for the Lord 
hath ſpoken,” Jerem. xii. 15. g. d. you may 


— 1 


more ſafely deſpiſe a man, than be to God. 


Such as will not hearken to the men of God, de - 


clare plainly, that they will not hearken to God 
himſelf, Ezek. iii. 7. For they are ſo far in the 
place of God, as ambaſſadors that repreſent the 


Prince whom they come from, and follow the or- 1 


ders which they have received, and deliver ws 
meſſages wherewith they are entruſted. 

2. We have God ſpeaking by men like ours, 
ſelves, of the ſame paſſions with us, Acts xiv. 1 5 
This does not leflen our privilege, but heighten It. 
We cannot bear the immediate manifeſtations of 
God, while vis are in this world; as we are not 
able to ſee his face and live, ſo if we were to hear 


his. voice, we ſhould die, Deut. v. 25. The diſ- 


ciples in the mount of transfiguration, when the 


* 


voice came out of the cloud, were not fo mach 1 3 


ſtructed as amazed, Matth. xvii. 6. It is God's 


gracious condeſcenſion to our preſent weakneſs, . 


e utters his mind to us by thoſe who are 
Y pry. 
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com paſſed with ie e er þ a 


Elitu ſaid to Job,“ Behold, I am according to thy 


wiſh, in God's ſtead ; I alſo am formed ont of the 


| clay; ; ny terror ſhall-not. make thee afraid,” &c. 


Job xxxm. 6. 7. If this treaſure were not con- 


veyed through earthen veſſels, it would be more 


unprofitable for us than it is. A word ſpoken by 
angels would. not do us ſo much good, as that 
wherein God employs: the tongues of men; and. 

therefore the angel that appeared to Cornelius, ſaid 
little himſelf, but referred him to Peter, Acts x. 6. 


«He mall tell thee what thou onghteſt. to do. 4 


5 III. What an important duty the hevwiog of the. 
word is. There are four conſiderations which 


will fully make out this. 


1. The ſpirit: of grace. does: ordinarily work. ; 


| moſt in hearing. It is no wonder that what 1s: 


by divine appointment ſhould be chiefly bleſſed 


with divine influende. God miniſtered the Spirit 


to the Galatians by the hearing of the word of 


faith, and ſo they received him, as the apoſtle 


| ines his appeal to them in the caſe, Gal, iii. 2. 5. 


As the prevalency of the word is only when it 
comes in the Holy Ghoſt, ſo the great operations 
of the Holy Ghoſt are moſtly when he comes in 


the word. This is the chariot in which he rides 


when he makes his entrance into the ſoul. The 
_ 8 to David to beſtir himſelf againſt the 
the Philiſtines, was when he heard the 


| | ad] of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, 


for then would the Lord go out before him, 2 Sam. 
V. 24. So when we feel the motions of the Spi⸗ 
rit in the preaching of the goſpel, that is the time 
wherein the enemies of our ſouls are to be ſub · 

ducd under us. 
2. It is a. duty which lie depends upon. We 
| are 
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ae” NEC to hear for our: lives, Ila. Iv. 3. 9 
Hear, and your ſoul ſhall live.“ According as 
ve do well or ill in this caſe, we proſper or Maik. 
carry to eternity. Ihey that make the beſt im- 
provement of ſuch valuable helps, have the prin- 
cipal reward; they that neglect and eontemn them, - 
have the higheſt puniſument. Therefore tribu- 
lation and anguiſh, indignation and wrath, on tie 
one hand, and ſo glory, honour, and peace, on the 
other, are ſaĩd to be to the Jew firſt, Rom. ii. 10. 
The place of hearing is like the mount of blefling 
and curſing too, Gerizim and Ebal united. They 
that take heed how they hear, ſhall inherit oh 
bleſſing to which they are called; and they that do 
not, are fmitten with. a curſe. _ 

3. No audience or ſueceſs can be expected at 


the throne of grace, without a due attendance. to 


the word of grace. We cannot. * in faith, or 
with acceptance, if we {light the ordinance. of 
. preaching. It is but juſt, that we ſhould look 


for the as meaſure which we mete ; but whes- -. 


ther we look for it or not, we ſhall find it ſo, Prov. 
xxviii. 9. He that turneth "_— his ear from 
hearing the law, even his prayer 


all: be abomi- 


nation. If we be not ſwift to hear, how can we 


alk of God to hear us ſpeedily in the moſt urgent 
diſtreſſed caſes ? What confidence can we have in 
making known any requeſt to him, when we have 
little or no regard to what he ſays to us? God's 
meſſengers might preface all their diſcourſes, 'as 


Jotham did his parable, Judg. ix. © oa Ran oe 


to. 3 that God may hearken to yon.“ It is 


vain preſumption to think that our prayers ſhould | 
de received, when God's calls are refuſed, or that 


his ears ſhould be open, when we ſtop 1 Own. 
See Tech. vii. 11,—13, | 
- 4+ From . — of the word we may go 
_ ther | 


— 
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_ thera Acton Evidence of our fate. It 13 made 
2 diſtinguiſhing character and mark, whereby to 
diſcern between the righteous and wicked, the 
children of God and of the devil, John viii. 4. 
He that is of God, heareth God's words; you 
therefore hear them not, becaufe you are not of 
God.” The propoſition which is here laid down, 
and the inference which is drawn from it, do both 


teach us, that the reſpe& which men bear to the 


word is an infallible touchſtone, whereby to try 
their ſpiritual condition. So 1 John iv. 6. © He 
that knoweth God, hcareth us; he that is not of 
God, heareth not us.” No perſon that hears the 
word aright, can be in a bad ſtate, though he may 


do fome things amiſs ; and, on the 'contrary, he 


that does not hear aright, cannot be in a good 
Rate, though ſome particular acts may have a 


plauſible appearance. Now, that which turns 


the ſcale, muſt undoubtedly be of great and emi- 
nent importance. | | 


IV. How is this duty to be performed 7 
N In fix things. 

With conſtant diligence. Prov. viii. 34+ 
joe Bleſſed 3 is the man that heareth me, watching 
daily at my gates,” &c. They have no title to 
this promiſe, who are frequently diverted from 


coming to wiſdom's doors, or that do not watch 


when they are there. As the opportunities 
of hearing are not to be omitted upon flender 
grounds, fo a ſtrict attention in hearing ought to 
be kept up, Luke xix. 48. Ads xvi. 14. Our bare 


_ preſence in places of ſolemn aſſembl ly can never 
be imagined to excuſe us, or to anſwer the end of 
the commandment. ' It may very well be in- 


quired of ſome ſkameful drones, as it was of Jo- 
nah when he dert in _the ſtorm, & What they 


mean py 


{| 


4 


pear to them, as he did once to Solomon in a 
dream ? 1 Kings iii. 5g. But there are others al- 
moſt as far from giving earneſt heed, which they 
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mean? Whether they take Re bed of ordinances 
to be a place of ſlothful rather than ſpiritual reſt? 
And whether they fancy that God will always aps 


ſhould do, Heb. Ii. T. as they that are aſleep; 1 i 


mean thoſe, the eyes of whoſe minds are perhaps 


at the ends of the earth, and the eyes df their bo- I 


dies wandering about to ſome nearer objects, 


which at ſuch times they ought not at all to be 
concerned with. Theſe affront God with their | 


| trifling mockery, when they ſit before him. 


2. With ſerious reverence. If they that ſpeak * 


ould ſpeak as the oracles of God, 1 Pet. iv. 12. 


they that hear ſhould do it as acer thoſe © - 


oracles alſo. Not only in a becoming poſture, as 


all the people ſtood up when Ezra opened the 


book of the law, Neh. viii. 5. but eſpecially in 


an awful frame, which the word of. ſuch a King, 


though pronounced by his inferior officers, juſtly 


calls for. When Samuel came to Bethlehem upon 


an errand from God, the elders of the town trem- 


bled at. his coming,” 1 Sam. xvi. 4. And that 


which mightily increaſed. Titus's eſteem of the 
Corinthians, was the remembrance of their obe- 
dence, how with ſear and trembling they received 


him,” 2 Cor. vii. 15. A reſpeCt to the perſons | 


of minitters, though really due, and will paid 


by thoſe that confider who employs them, yet ſigx-— 
niſies nothing, without a regard to the matter of 


their miniſtry: for Chriſt threatens a © woe to 


them that built the tombs of the prophets,” Mat. 


xxiii. 29. but minded not their doctrine. We 
ſhould be as filially afraid of the judgements of 


God's month, as others are ſer OL afraid of the 
wy With | 


8 of his e 


i * 
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3. With ſineere aſfection and delight. What- 1 


ſoever truths are not received in love, are not 


really received to any ſaving purpoſe. The words 


of God ſhould be, not only haſtily catched at, as che 


words of Ahab by Benhadad's ſervants were, but 


eaten like food, which a man hath the ſharpeſt ap. 
petite to, and tnkes ſweeteſt pleaſure in, Jer. xv. 


16. The Levites of old were to come from the 
places where they ſojourned in Iſrael, © with all 


| — defire of their mind ta the place which God 
had choſen,“ Deut. xvlii. 6. So ſhould we come 
to bear the words of eternal life. The fame of 


Solomon's wiſdom brought the Queen of Sheba 
from the uttermoſt parts of the earth, Matth. xii. 


42. 1. e, from a very diſtant country, near a thou- 
fand miles off, as ſome compute; and yet it was 


not ſo tedious to her, as perhaps ſuch a number 


of: ſteps is to many upon a greater occaſion. If 
love to the world be our ſpur and motive in co- 
ming to it, it will carry us upon eagfe's wings; ff 
_ and if it be not ſo, there can be no rational hope. of-. 7 
- our profiting by the word. g 


4. With ſettled reſolutions and deſigns of fuit- 


. able obedience. Set your hearts,” ſays Moſes, 


« to all the words which I teftify among you this 
dav, which you ſhall commend: your children to 
obſerve,” &c. Deut. xxx1n. 46. There is no at- 
tention which is ſignificant or ſerviceable, -but 


what is in order to practical obſervation. No 
ordinance of God was ever deſigned only to em- 


ploy the ear, or inform the judgement, but to af- 
fe& the ſoul, and influence the life. And if this 
end be not unfeignedly propoſed, a man may mul- 


Yiply his hearing of ſermons, with as little effect 


a8 the Phariſees | enlarged their phylacteries, which 

were ſcrolls of parchment, whereon they. wrote 

os memorials, of the law, whey there was po. 
| | | thing 


94 
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thing of i it written upon 4 hearts, nor much of 


it legible in their converſations. We ſliould re- 
ſolve, as the Jews did, but perform better, to do 


according to all things, and that we will obey the 


voice of God whether it be goed or evil; whether | 


it agree with our own inclinations and intereſts, 


or be contrary to them, Jer. xlii. 5. 6. If this be 


not-the full bent of our 82 1 we deceive our- 


ſel ves. 
5. There wut be a mixtnre of faith with the 


word which we hear, or it will not be uſeful to 
us, Heb. iv. 2. There ſeems to be an allufion in 


that place to the mingling of the natural ferment 
in the ſtomach with cur food, which promotes 


both digeſtion and nouriſhment ; ; or elſe tlie food © 
would be rather hurtſul than profitable, and lay 
up matter for dangerous diſeaſes. This is called 
very frequently a receiving of the word; Acts ii. 
41. viii. 14. ki. 1. It is 2 taking of it into „ 
foul, that it may be an eternal ruling principle 
as by. faith we receive our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hiia- 
ſelf, "ha he may dwell in our hearts alſo. Doe- 


trines which are not behevingly. embraced, and ſo 


engrafted in the mind, will be of no benefit to us; 
but as Jehoſhaphat ſaid in another caſe, © Believe 
in the Lord your God, and helieve.the prophets, ſo 
ſhall you proſper,” 2 Chron, xx. 32% 
6. There muſt be fervent ſupplication, before, 
and i in, and after hearing. As every creature is 


ſanctified by the word of God prayer, ſo by 


prayer the word itfelf is ſanctiſied. We cannot 
expect that it ſhould miniſter any grace to us, if 
we do not expreſsly ſeek to the God of all grace, 
that it may do ſo. His bleſſing thould be begged 
when we go about this duty, when we are exerci- 
ed in 15 and when we have done it. Or elſe we. 
may be ever learning, and never taught; the _ 
e 125 3 2 truth. 
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truth as it is in Jeſus, will be always unknown | 
to us, and Moſes and the prophets will accuſe us 


to the Father, inſtead of bringing us to Chriſt. 


Our fitting a the beſt of means will not be 


teen by our thriving ; as when the lean kine in 


' Pharoah's dream © had eaten up the fat, it could | 
not be known that they had eaten them, but the 
were till ill. favoured as at the beginning,“ Gen. 


Xli. 21. 80 ſhall we bs, if of 7525 be reſtrained, 


4 and ES preactiing attended. 


„ ut V. The Uer. 5 8955 fo 
WF ; 1. Information. 1, It will be worfe Sor thoſe 


hat are not the better by the word, than if they 


- had it not. No perſons are accountable for the 


veglect of means which they never enjoyed; none 


„ © Thall be condemned for not hearing, who cannot 


if they would; but where the. word is ſent, and 


Fet put away, their condemnation is aggravated. 


As it was a far greater ſſiame to the diſciples ho 
had convert ſed ſo much with Chriſt, to be igno- 
rant of the parable, than for the common people ; ; 


and therefore Chriſt upbraids them, Are you 


without underſtanging alſo?“ Mark vii. 18. Where 
the way of ſalvation is utterly hid, they are leſs 
guilty than ſuch as turn their backs upon the 
diſcovery cf it. 24%, Minifters have juſt ground 
of complaint againit too many cuſtomary hearers, 
for the loſt labour beſtowed. upon them. Deaf 
adders fill up many feats. As the'prgphet ſaid, 
it may with equal reaſon be ſaid agein, © To 
whom (hall I ſpeak and give warning, that they 
may hear? Behold their ear is uncircumciſed, 
and they cannot hearken,“ Jer. vi 10. This is 


the caſe of hundreds, who pretend to great obſe- 5 


quiouſaeſs. And ee an auditory of publicans 


and n 15 that Luke Xv. le. is far more 
; | | hope ſul 
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| hopeful khan one made up of formal hypocrites, : 
who drive on a trade of hearing without any fb... 
licitude whether they get real good by it. 00 
God hath great provocation to withdraw the _ 
means, where they are ung ratefully Seas 
As the blind man who had been reſtored to his 
fight by  Chrift, anſwered the Jews very well, 
when they repeated their captious and frivolous 


* mquiries, © I have told you already, and you did 


not hear; wherefore would you hear it again?“ 
John ix. 27. The way to ſecure ourſelves in tue 
poſſeſſion of any privilege, is to improve it; where 

that is wholly wanting, no wonder if che privi- 


lege be loſt. Ir is manifeſt juſtice, that the pro- 7 7 5 


phets, like Zacharias, the father of the Baptiſt, 
ſhould be dumb, when the people refuſe to-hearken. 


The ſilencing of a goſpel-miniſtry is a urn 73 4 may 


puniſhment for the fin of its defpifers. 
2. Exhortation. /, Confider well, whom, = 17 


well as what, you hear. The prophets whom the 


rich man's brethren are referred to, are linked itli | N 


Moſes, an authentic author, to diſfinguiſſi them 
trom the © falſe prophets that were among the 
people,” 2 Pet. ii. 1. Chriſt ſpeaks of the thieves 
and robbers which came before him, i. e. came _ 
without being ſent, that the ſheep did not hear 
them; which is not mentioned as their ſin, but 
to their commendation, John x. 8. They that 
have learned Chriſt, will chuſe no fuch maſters. 
Men that have no true commuſſion from God, will | 
do no fervice to ſouls. This is intimated, Jer. xxiii. 
22. If they had flood in my counſel, and cauſed 
my people to hear my words, then they ſhould 
have turned them from their evil way,“ &c. , 
Be fare to do that in reality, which you ſo often 
appear to do. You may as well utterly forbear, 


OO. It will be fad to be found in 
5 s 5 . 


bee free a 
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their number, who © in hearing, hear not,” Mat. 
xii. 13. For this is as poſſible, as a bodily fight 
of many things joined with mental blindnefs and 
inſenfibility. So we are to underſtand thoſe 
words of Moſes to Iſrael, which are ſeemingly 
contradictory, Deut. xxix. 2,—4. © You have 
ſeen all that the Lord did before your eyes,” &c.; 
yet the Lord -hath not given you eyes to ſee. Hear 
as under the inſpection of God, and fo that you 
is approve yourſelves in this at to him. 3dly, 
Examane yourſelves frequently with relation to the 
benefit which you reap by doing it. See,—whe- 
cher the work of God be begun by the miniſtry 
of his word, which you give your attendance to ; 
whether that evengelical promiſe be yet fulfilled 
in you, of the “ ears of the deaf being unſtopped,” 
Iſa xxvz, 5- fo that the paſſage to the heart may 
fa open. Whether it be carried on not- 


| 4 withſtanding the obſtructions which it meets with. 


Take an impartial meaſure of your growth by 
' * the word, that you may not only be certified of 
Four ſpir itual life, but know how much is added 
to your ſtature. 8 conſciences of our audi- 
tors were but weekfybuficd in ſuch reſlections, 
we ſhould baye more 8 better Chriſtians. 
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' Loxz xvi, 30. "And be : ſaid, Na father e 
bam; but if one went unto them from the dead, 
they will repent. | 


THE anſwer given by Abraham, in the pre- 

. ceding words, to the rich man's requeſt, 
being diſpleaſing and unſatisfactory to him, this 
verſe holds forth his reply: And be, i. e. the 
rich man, /aid, &c. Wherein we may take no- 
tice of two things, his bold contradiction to what - 
Abraham had ſaid, and peremptory inſiſting upon 
what he had faid himſelf. 1. His bold contradic- 

tion to what Abraham had aid ; Nay, father. 
Abraham : Words favouring of a great deal of 

confidence and rudeneſs in one that profeſſed him- 
ſelf Abraham's ſon. When Eliſha told ne Shu- 
namite who had no child, that ſhe ſhould have one 
in a little time, ſhe being diſtracted, as it were, 
between two contrary paſſions, of exceflive joy, 
.and unbelieving ing delivers herſelf after a ſome 

| what indecent manner: Nay, my Lord, thou 
man of God, do not lie unto thing handmaid,, _ 
2 Kings iv. 16. But this was much worſe, and 
indeed little better than a poſitive giving of the 
he to the father of the faithful; intimating that 
not to be es ne, d 1 kelief * for | 
3 ts ls 
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his brethrens“ converſion, which Abraham hal 
preſcribed as ſuch. It might reaſonably have 
been aſked, which way went the ſpirit of wiſdom 
_ - from that holy venerable patriarch, to him a vile 
2M and miſerable wretch, that when the hearing of 
Ma«RXRMloſes and the prophets was propoſed, he thould 
dare to ſay, Nay, to it? If Job in his proſperity 
was ſo reſpected, that © princes laid their hands 
upon their mouths, and nobles held their peace 
before him,” Job xxix. g. 10. how much more 
becoming would it have been, for this rich man 
iin hell, ſilently to aequieſce in what was ſpoken 
* by Abraham, a glorified faint! But this is to 
| + ſhew, how inſolently the God of Abraham, 
© though infinitely greater than all, is treated by 
rebellious worms. 2. His peremptory inſiſting 
upon what he had ſaid himfelf: But i one went 
unto them from the dead, they will repent ; g. d. 
Moſes and the prophets will operate as little 
upon them, as they have done upon me; I heard 
them many a year while I lived upon earth, and? 
was never the better, and therefore I conclude 
by myſelf, that that will avail them nothing; 
but it thou wouldſt order Lazarus to go and 
preach to them the terrors of damnation, accor- 
ding to my deſire, I dare engage that this will do 
the buſineſs, and anſwer the end. It is remark- 
able here, that the rich man lays all the ſtrefs 
upon the outward means, and the influence which 
they would have, without making any mention 
of the grace of God, as that which muſt produce 
the deſixed effect. He does not fpeak with that 
ma deſty which the feripture teaches, 2 Tim. ii. 25. 
: « Peradventure God will give them repentance,” _ 
but abſolutely, They will repent, as if the iſſue 
were certain and in their own power. So the 
conceited Phariſees cried, * If we had been in Pra 1 


* 
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days of © our PE Wes we would not have been par- 
takers with them, &c. Matth. xxiii. 30. Where- 
as an humble foul, that is ſenſible of the deceit- 
fulneſs of indwelling fin, would rather have ſaid, 1 
thipk, or I hope, that ! ſhould not have.done as they. 


* 


did, or J would not have partaken with them, if 
God had pleaſed to help me by his renewing and 
reſtraining grace, againſt my own corruption. 


We cannot of ourſelves conquer the impenitency 


of our hearts, whatever means are „ee to- 


| that purpoſe. dot na dos be os obey 


OBSERVATION. 17 1 is one great 8 of the ho” \ 


. pravation of our finful natures, to oppoſe our 


. fookſh groundleſs fancies, to K 2 and. 


* 


£4 N ituttonc. 


* . 


Here I ſhall ew, )) oro nn 4200 


I. Wherein appears man's natural 1 to 
8 their own: fancies to God's inſtitutions. 


II. From what cauſes this does e 125 
III. Why it ought not to be. | 8 
IV a The UsE. * . 


4 


rally prone to oppoſe their own fancies to God's 
inſtitutions? 


1. By their dag fault with the 2 
of God. There are many charges wich carnal 
men are ready to bring againſt them. /, They 
frequently acauſe them of meanneſs; they are not * 


pompous and magniſicent enough. When the 


people of the Jews returned aut of captivity, God | 


encouraged them to build the temple again, by 
promiſing that © the glory of the latter houſe 


thould be greater than of the former,” Hag. ii. 9. 
Intending hereby 4 a f dae glory, which 1 3 = 
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1. Wied does it appear, that men are natu- 
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added a glory that excelleth, by the preſence of 
Jeſus Chriſt. - But after this ſecond temple was 


built, becauſe it wanted the outward ſplendour of 
the firſt, they vilified and deſpiſed it, and for that 
very reaſon grew careleſs and neghgent ahout the 


 fervices performed in it; they © offered polluted 


bread upon God's altar; and ſaid, His table was 
contemptible,” Mal. i. 7. a2dly, They charge 
them with inconvenience ; as if they were too 
ſevere ard burdenſome, and incroached upon the 
rightful liberty and eaſe of human life, It was 
the expreſs ordinance of God, that“ all the males 


in Iſrael ſhould appear before him, thriee in the 


year, at the place which he had choſen * buy je- 
roboam inſinuates the tediouſneſs of this to the 


people, 1 Kings xii. 28. it is too much for you to 


go up to-Jeruſalem ;” g. d. as the angel told Elie 
jah in another caſe, the journey is too great, _ 
and you may as well go nearer home, without ſuch 

needleſs pain and trouble. So they m the days 


of the prophet cried out, Behold, what a wea- 


rineſs is it!“ Mal. i. 13. The work whick God 


puts man upon, is counted a bondage and a toil. 


34ly, They reproach them with inſufficiency, as 


i they were not capable of reaching the end, but 


were weak and uſeleſs, and might be let alone to 
as much purpoſe as attended on. So the fame 
people mentioned before exclaimed, that it was 


' vain to ferve God, and what profit was it, that 


they kept his ordinance ?” Mal. iii. 14. As if 


- compaliing God's altar had been a fruitleſs la- 


bouring in the fire; and as if waiting upon him 


_ Had been like their lamented -« watching for a na- 


tion which could not ſave them.“ Such js the 
wretched atheiſm and blaſphemy which is lodged 


in men's hearts by nature, and apt to break forth 
when ſtirred up by temptation, 


2. By 
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2, By their venturing to ſet up their. own In. 
ſevereſt threatening. The building of an alta, 


| befides the altar o God,“ was ſtyled « rebellion Fe 
againſt him,“ Joſh. xxti. 19. Vet it is that which - 
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3 ventions, ä againſt God's ptaineſt commands and 


men too often aſſume the boldneſs to praiſe, in 


"deſpite of all that the Supreme Lawgtiver hath 
ſaid to deter from it. So they-are called a re- 
| belliens people, which walk after their owh __. 


| thoughts,” Iſa. Ixv. 2. But men will rather 
break the bonds of their aHegiance” to God, than 


| | not vent and gratify an humour of their own; 'f6_ 


| ſtrong is the propenſity. to frame new and uninſti- 


tuted ways of ſerving God, which they have no 

' warrant for, but their ſuperſtitious ſelf-will. This 

was the cafe of Jeroboam, who © ordained a feaſt | 

on the fifteenth day of the eighth month; even in 
te month which'he had deyiſed of his own heart,” 


1 Kings xii. 32. 33. It is ſaid to be like the feaft 
which was in Judah, viz. the feaſt of tabernacles, 
which was on the fifteenth day of the ſeventh 
month. Now Jeroboam took upon him to alter 


the time, and appoint another ſeaſon, differitig 


from God's. Men's doing of thoſe things in re- 
ligion, which never came into God's heart; nor 


were ever commanded in his word; is a manifeſt. 


inſtance of their preſumptuous oppoſition, where 


* 


they owe the moſt entire and punctual ſubjec 


| tion. a ; ; 5 J ; 3 
3. By their obſtinate fondneſs of their own in- 
ventions, and acherence to them. This the Holy 


Ghoſt takes notice of, as an additional cirrum- 
ftance of guilt, Iſa. hevi. 3. They have choſen ' _ 


their own ways, and their ſoul delighteth in their 


abominations. They did vot, it ſeems, repent of 
their choice, but purſned it with pleaſure ; their 
on ways fiall appearing moſt eligible and amiable 


to 
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„ SER'MON X. 


to them, though moſt loathſome and odious to 


God. Ibis is evidenced ſometimes, , In mag- 
nifying and applauding that which carries their 
own ſtamp, above that which is dignified with 


God's. All men are inelined by nature to give 
the preference to the iſſue of their own vain ima- 


ginations, as if that were fairer than any thing 
which is impreſſed with: divine authority. As 


when Naaman the Syrian was bidden to“ go and 


.. waſhin Jordan ſeven times, he ſpeaks of it with 
_ diſdain, 2 Kings v. 12. Are not Abana and 


Parphar, rivers of Damaſcus, better than all the 


waters of Iſrael ??? Men think that there is more 


virtue in what they find out and fix upon them- 
ſelves, than in any remedies of God's preſcription. 


Aal, In ſetting aſide the ordinances of God, to 
make way for their own devices. "Thus the Jews 


are blamed in the prophet's time, with “ forſa- 


king the law, and not walking therein,” but 
Walking after the imagination of their own 


hearts,” Jer. ix. 13. 14. And fo the elders, in 
Chriſt's time, * made the commands of God void, 
and of none effect, by their traditions,” Matth. 
xv. 6. They rather would diſannul and cancel a 


law of God's making, than not eftabliſh an order 


of their own; like thoſe Philiſtines at Aſhdod, 
who cried, that the ark of the God of Iſrael 
ſhould not abide with them, -becauſe their. Dagon 


nad ſuffered thereby, 1 Sam. v. 7. _ 3dly, In at- 
tributing any miſcarriage they meet with, to the 


diſuſe of their own methods, and the following 
of God's. This diſcovers a mighty zeal for that 


* which God teſtifies his hotteſt diſpleaſure againſt ; 
Lax. his hotteſt diſpleaſure; for even when he hath 
, exerciled forgiving mercy to the perſons, he hath - 
* taken vengeance. on their inventions,” 'Pſalm 
| =: 8. This betrays a reſolution to hold fait 
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_ the rebukes of Pe viene; urge us n let 
go; putting a falſe interpretation on thoſe re- 
bukes, as if they were deſigned to puniſh us for 
otnitting that which we moſt heinouſly fin in do- 
ing. 80, Jer. xliv. 18. “ Since we have left off 
to burn incenſe to the « aver of heaven,” wherein 
they are ſaid to“ do what went forth out of their 
own mouth „ver- 1. te xye have wanted all things, | 
and been gonſumed, ” &c. As if that forbearance ' 
_ of idolatry had been the root of their miſery, which 
was rather a fruit meet for repentance,” | 


5 From what cauſes doe, this ſpring and pro: = 

cved? Hy 
Anf. There are four grand principles, which 

this evil ſeems to be mo Tamas beten in- 


„ Pride. There i is chat arrogant aſpiring ten- 
peer in all the poſterity of Adam, as in Adam him- 

; os when he began to fall; they would be as gods 

to themfelves, preſcribing- the manner of their own 
| worſhip, and cotitriving the way of their own fal- 
vation. Thus Naaman, à great man and honour-. 
able, took it ill that the prophet did not indulge ; 
his fancy, in working his cure juſt as he expected: 
% He was wroth, and went away,” till his ſervants 
wiſely and calmly perſuaded him to ſubmit, * and 
ſaid, bchold I thought, He will ſurely come out 
tome, and ſtend and call on the name of the Lord 
his God, and ſtrike his hand over the place, and 
recover the leper, 2 Kings v. 11. He looked 
upon himfelt as fit to he che maſter of the" cere- - 
monies in his own caſe. The proud hearts and 
Het, ſpirits of many in the world, not ſubdued 
by grace, would have God to ſtep out of the 

of his appointment, as if they feorned to be 
faved in the common way; fo * rich man here 
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ag ed, 


ave in admiration, and - proftr W 
ot : bear that ſelf, ihauld., he” | 
any Point; this touches the, 


natur 


thwarted or A 7 


apple of their eye, nd puts them in a rage; as we. 


fee multitudes 1 who have not t * i 2 
at but, this, th that the ! Us ways of £Go ies. _ 1 
8 ate ver x ſelf 1 18 copcerned and inter 
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hearing of Maſes and t be prophets hath en pra- 
tiſed ſo long, that the vanity of our carnal mind? 
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The authority of God is ſo far from rf c mmend- 
Ing any thing to, the. choice of 6 a natural man, that 
de 1s Were the more p Þreji iced. acl ſet a- 
ainſt it, hat he forbids Is p og 3h the 5. . 7 
ſoul, and what he a Ln 18 grievous; . ſ 


The devil hath infuled this, malignity in ous 
_ tainted- blood, that what is 5. 1 . 
_ obedience, i 24 b motive and temptation tg our te. 
bellion. 1 11 carnal mind is not bject t 3 
lac of God, neither indeed can be,” Rom, Ville 3. 1 
Sin is irritated. by that very brecept which, 1 18 St: e 

ven to ſuppreſs it; and whatſoever tends t 

dur dernen, till diſcovers 1 w 
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more of. our b "The a were never 
more zealous for God's appointments, than when 
be was about to aboliſh them, and after they were 
actually aboliſned. When God ſaid, * bring no 
more vain oblations,” they were moſt, forward to 
multiply them; and when be gave them the cha- 
racter of © beggarly elements, they then moſt 
eagerly « defired to be in bondage to them,” Gal. 
iv. 9. Yea, if we had the liberty of adding to 
the words of God, it is queſtionable whether we 
would be fo ſtrongly inclined to n now. that 
we are reſtrained from it. 2 FT 


III. Why we ought not to oppoſe our own fan 
[ON to the inſtitutions. of God T The reaſons are 
obvious. 5 : 
e i a notorious forgetting of « our diſtance, 
and leaving of our place, as creatures, and uſurp- 
ing of God's eſſential right. Is it a fit thing that 
the Creator . ſhould be controuled. by his own 
workmanſhip ? * Shall the clay ſay of him that 
faſhions it, What makeſt thou ?” Iſa. xlv. 9. 
Which of the two is the moſt reaſonable, that 
God ſhould lay his injunctions upon us, or that we 
ſhould impoſe upon him? Judge impartially in 
the caſe betwixt him and yourſelves ; whether the 
Moſt High ſhould Noop to ſuch worms as you, or 
whether you ſhould-yield and comply with him? 
It is a filencing challenge which the apoſtle makes 
in his name, Rom. ix. 20. © Nay but, O man! who 
art thou that replieſt againſt God | * 4. d. Dot 
thou confider thy quality, how much hon art in- 
ferior to him? Doſt thou remember who gave 
thee thy being, and, conſequently, who is to have 
the dominion over thee ? 'Waſt thou not produced 
by bis power, and ſhould thou not be governed 
. . 9 2 Know that he is God, and that 


— 


43 
£ 8 


Fin art but & thah an; thi 
then attempt any oppoli 
+ If thou cant. _ - 


nk ſeriouſly of this, and 


2. It is an impating of folly to God, and an s- 


feribing of greater knowledge and prudence to aut- 
felves. This is the plain and unavoidable conſe- 
ſequence of our taking upon us to direct or dic- 


tate any thing, that ſhall mend or ontdo the infti- 


. 


tutions of God; for whoſoever preſcribes 4 


rules or models to God, belides what he has give 


and framed himſelf, does indeed deify his own 


underſtanditig agaiaft infinite wiſdom. And hath 
any man in the world ſuch = brow of braſs, as to 


aſſert and juſtify this, that he knows better that 
God, or ſees further than the Father of lights 


As grave and judicious Elihu faid, Thinkell 


wou this te be right, that thou ſaidit, My righs 


teonfacſs is more than, God's 7“ Job xv. 2, 
So may I bar, Wilt thou not be, aſhamed to pre. 
tend, that thou art wiſer than he who endow! 


ther with all the diſcretion thou halt? 80 t 


| - muſt be, or elfe the giving of the pre-eminence 80 

thy own fancies, is unreaſonable dotage. Be 
fenſible of thy ttue brutiſhneſs before Vo 
mon wilt deſpiſe what thou admireſt. 


1 


It is a real committing of Ipiritual uncleannefs. 


| Avery word and appointment of God 3s pure, 


Proy. xxx. 3. But we pollute ourſelves by bring- 
ing in any thing of our own, in competirion, oz 
fo much as in conjunction witft it; as it is fard © 


the Iſraelites, that they were © defiled with their 


dten works, and went a-whoring with their own 
tavgitions,” Plal. cvi. 39. He that makes Him- 
felf in any relpeck his own idol; contrakfs a fil. 
thinefs in his own ſpirit, and is guilty of heart- 


1 


auſtery. The ftraäge woman is faid te for. 


fake the guide of her youth; 5. e. her huſband, 


when the Holy Ghoſt gives that title to, Proy. ii. 
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8 _ SERMON M 
| 17. And for. them that. profeſs the Uke relation 
to Jeſus Chriſt, to renounce his conduct, is a crime 5 

of the ſame fort; but of much higher aggravation, | 


The ſetting up of our fooliſh and empty conceits 
againſt his orderly and regular eſtabliſhments, is 


ge an unlawfyl luft, which conſiſts not with our hen 


and faithfulneſs „ 

4. All divine appointments are excellently uit. 
ed for the attainment of their proper ends. If we 
ate defeated of the advantage which we ſhould 
reap from them by our own corruption, this muſt 
not be aſcribed to any defect in the means, as ſuch, 
For the fault i is in ourſelves. The badneſs of the | 
ſoil does not. in the leaſt detradt from the good- 
neſs of the ſeed which is caſt into it. If the word 
does not profit men, it is not any thing amiſs in 
the word, but the evil diſpoſition of the hearers, 
Which is the true cauſe of that barrenneſs. Even 
as the caſe now ſtands, God will certainly and infal- 
libly bring about his gracious deſigns and purpoſes 
by the word, with reſpect to all his choſen ones; 
for he hath aid, that « ;t ſhall not return unto | 
him void,“ Ia, lv. 11. And though it hath not the 
ſame ſaving effect upon other perſons, the word 
will be vindicated ſtill, becauſe the fatal obflacles 
lie at our own doors, 

5. When God hath provided Gals « means. ich 
are ſufficient in their Kind, it is inexcuſeable pre- 
ſumption to expect, that he ſhould alter or add, 


merely for our gratification. , Where ordinary 


helps are afforded, which will ſerve men's OCCas 
fiotis, miracles are not ſuperfluouſly wrought ; 28 
when the fews came to eat of the fruit of the land 
of Cariaan, the manna ceaſed. on the morrow, and 
they had it no more, Joſh, v. 12. The fame God 
who. readily ſupplies our 7 10 will not coun- 
tenance our, F 1 W Fr el | 


t 
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- fign, but there thall no ſign be given to it, but the - 
ſign of the prophet Jonas,” which they had be- 


* 
- 


fore, Matth. XII. 39. This was enough, and 5 


I therefore he would grant no more; nor could any 
more be jaſtly demanded. So here, their deftruc- 
tion is highly deſerved, that cannot be content 
with the word of ſalvation, but muſt be craving 
e en elſe in the room of it, which they ĩima- 
| but without reaſon, as we ſhall afterwards - 
to be more effeQual. It is our duty not only 
to E but ene 
for it. 
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V. Tue dan 
1 laformation. 1 Rt, Hence we ſee the 33 
ed original of the various forts of idolatry, ſuper- 
ſtition, and will-worſhip, which are in the world. 
Upright man was perfectly under the direction 
and government of his Maker, but apoſtate man 
hath ſought out many inventions, Eocl vii. 29. 
There is a multitude of devices in his heart, that 

| fruitful womb of a curſed offspring. There are 
ſwarms of . falſe religions, and of ſtrange cuſtoms 
and uſages belonging to them, all deviſed by men; 
whereas there 1 is, and can be but one, which is of 
God. God is not the author of ſuch confuſion, 


as human 8 often make under the ſhow 


and pretence of order. He hath ſhewed us what - 
is good, in telling us what he bath required of us, 
Mie. vi. 9. For that which is not required, can 


have but an appearance of good, which the miſ- - 


taken founders undeſervedly clo. the it with. 2dly, 
This teaches us, that whenever God leaves men 
to their own follies, and ſeems to indu them 
8 therein, it is in a way of judgement and dif} eaſure. 
It is no argument of his favour, but the contrary, 

when he chuſes their deluſions, and fills thera —_ 
heir o wa devices; it is not becauſe he approves 
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x t6 be unto by them. We have a wofut 
ante of this, Eick. XX. 24. 25. Becanſe 


they Hud denken my ſtatutes, and executed nat 


my , but their eyes were after their 
fathers idols ; 2 1 gave them flatutes 
Which were not good, and judgements Whereby 
they mould not live” f. r. fiich as did not cm- 


mend them to God, nor wert they beneficial to 


memlelves. Not that God ever enjoined them 
ny ſuch, but he pave them up tv make ſuch for 


themſelves, which they were as forward to do, as 


Judas was to complete his treaſon, when he had 
Chriſt's permiſſion, though not his precept, John 
xili. 29, 30. 

a. Exhortation. 17 Let every thought which 


Exalts itſelf in you vpainft the mind and will of 

Gott be captivated to his obedience, Dare not to 
ne or cheriſh the leaſt 6ppolite motion. The 

moſt pure and happy fate of the church on earth, 


is that which is foretold, Fer. iii. x7. When # Je. 


 Fuſalem ſhall be called the nel hs Lord, and 


all tations ſhall be gathered chither to the name 


af the Lord, neither ſhall they walk any more af- 


ter the imaginatiun of their evil heart.“ The 
more we abandon dur own judgements and wills, 
e more we lit up the throne and the name of God, 
and the more we promote and advatice the coming 


of Ohrid bleffed kingdom, wherein all things 
© That &fferid mall be taken but of the way, and 10 
Power or inteteſt hall ever be able to introdlute 


again. 2%, Be alway guided by God's counſels, 
ah egmöelee in rheth 48 che beft which tan be 


Followed, whether you diſcern the reaſon and ten- 
dency of "them, or tivt- It was extellently faid by 
| "the mother of vut Lord to the ſetvunts st ibe 
warrlage-ſeaſt, Whatfoever he faith unto you, N 


SERMON x. i 
| Po it „John. n. 5. In all ſuch 6 So not to 

"diſpute, whether it be really adviſeable ; for we 

may be ſure, that what he appoints is fo, and 

cannot be otherwiſe. It. is impoſſible to err, if 
we reſigu ourſelves ablolutely and wholly to him. 
„ lead in the way of righteouſneſs,” 7 Wiſ- 
| dom, Prov. viii. 20. If, therefore, God calls us 
to go into the fanQuary, and attend the inſtrue- 
tions which he gives there, we may fafely con- 


clude, that we, like the rich man's brethren here, 
ean take no better courſe, nor any that is ſo good, 


py Nees — 
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le xvi. 31. A bo”; id 1 unts * af they 
- Dear not Moſes and the « prophets, neither will. 
4 be Prone PRO. en * * * 5 


1 


Abrabam's firſt. anſwer in the foregoing 
I come now to Abraham's final anſwer in 


H MA PMN the rich ns reply o 


| theſe words, He had told him before, that the 


of Lazarus was unneceſſary, becauſe they 
33 and the prophets, whom they might 


he, ver 275 Here he alſo lets him know, that 
it would be eſs uſcful to bis brethren if it were 
granted; for he entertained a miſtaken opinion of 
- its ſuoceſs, and was deceived in what he aſſerted 
lo . about cheir repentance. 1 be aid 
_ wnto 


In theſe laſt words upon this ſubje&, we have 
two parte, « ſuppoſition, and a concluſion from it. 


1. A ſuppoſition, If they Bear not Moſes and the 
Prophets; i. e. if they will not do as 1 have already 
ſuggeſted and adviſed, but continue refractory and 


incorrigible, notwith ſuch opportunities 


and means; if they will do as thoſe furious mur- 
Kier of Stephen did, 4 Adts vii. 57. © top their 


. | 


ggg els. ligh "kilos „ 


ſo mu 
is little difference between their caſe and yours. 


They. indeed are . yet. an earth, and; von, in hellz- 


"hee Ins is, deſperate: and. hopeleſs, - 

| 1 55 Wau dare now living in; the 
ine ag you hath done. Abraham 

does not wa whother they would hear or not, for 


he leaves that doubtful and; undecided, asi the © | 


| eyents.of+onr, miniſtry: are to us for the preſent, 


but he . cleazly;; intimates, hat: their ; end/ muſt | 
neg bes if hey e een eg The 
ulon , trom this, iuppolition; — ie 
| they be perſuaded, thoug one roſe from the dead. 
5 Lord ſays, that “ if the mighty works; which 
were done in Chorazin ethſaida, had 


e in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 


Ee Jong. before... in ſackeloth and aſhes," - | 


„ Xi. 21. But; if Lazarus, or any other 
wers ſent from the. dead, to preach to unconverted 
fianers, that hardened themſelves againſt the fa. 
ted preaching of the goſpel. by; lying; men, it. 
wauld: haye.no.ſaying effect upon them, nor con. 
duce to their ſqund converſion ß it would never 


prevail with them co quit their, lyſts, ede | 


heartily ta God. They, whg turn God's ordina- 
e ee behind them, as _ did Joram s. 
188 ix. ! 8., #90, neyer be brought ( e 


n e towards, Sion, as; they ſhould de by . 


this more unlikely means. Whatever probabi- 


ben men way apprebend in this way and mech, pe 
aboye the other, they. do but flatter; thamſalves.} / / 


with. a falſe; notion ; the rich man's / bretheen.. 


Would have remained really as far from, the: kings. . by 
95 a SON and in as. auen cee . LY 


5 * 


realpn, to. value; and improve,. there: 


with reference to them that are litting under it; 
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Suey then were, though he had been geren 
7: +00 i pap in his W ee gary for. them, 


e. hee the dilly wonpirg'ay" the 
| | word works not, the ſending of one from the 
dead _— ”=— Ful a 1 and. avail a 5 


Ae. 


Here 1 ſhall . e es 
1. How unavailable l of one e from the 
i dead would be. 
1 II. What are the reaſons of its being . | 
85 III. Wherein it appears inferior to the mini- 
ſtry of che wand nod not to be en with 


it. ; 
TV. The Vox. e 125 5 | 


OE ER OT OE EY” OR 
ED " n * 4 * 
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9 * DL To e's in general, how W ah! 
1 fruitleſs: the ſending of a preacher from the dead 
toa ſinful world would be. There are ſeveral evi- 

* _ © dences of this, which, put together, do ſufficient- | 


* 


| | 1y- con rin and aſſure it to us. As, ' 
. 1. There have been perſons raiſed Rolin the 
| | dead, Who have wrought nothing upon ungodly 
3 finners by their revival. When Joram, that 
nh 75 wicked king of Iſrael, was inquiting of Gebazi, 
concerning the great chings which his maſter Eh- | 
ma had dene, the Shunamite, and her ſon whom | 
1 the prophet had reſtored to life, very providen- 
diuüally preſented thernſel ves before the king, 2 Kings 
viii. 4. 5. 6. which, though it extorted one act of 
© Juſtice from him at the time, yet we do not find 
1 that ĩt made any reformation in his courſe of life. 
Wen Lazarus was raiſed from the dead by Chriſt, 
* the chief prieſts were ſo far from being Sate 
D by that miracle, though they were convinced of 
ö . 3785 xi. hrs * __ . how to put 


— 


So 


"SERMON. LO 


nim to death, becauſe that others believed on Talks > <5 
by reaſon. of him, John xii. 10. 11. There were 
others alſo, whom our Lord raĩſed up in the days of 
his fleſh, as the widow's ſon at Nain, and the daugh- 
ter of Jairus, therulerof the ſynagogue, &c. Man; 
that aroſe, and came and appeared in the holy city 
after his expiration on the croſs, Matth. xxvii. 52. 0 
53. And yet all theſe contributed nothing to the 
cure of that people's ſtubborn inſidelity. Above 
all, Chriſt himſelf roſe from the dead; and though  - WY 
he did not ſhew himſelf to all the people, _, = 
but to a ſelect number of witneſſes,” Acts x. 5 | 1 
yet the number was conſiderable, 'for © he was 
ſeen of above five hundred: brethren at once, of 
whom the greater part were alive and remained, 
more than twenty, years after, x Cor. xv. 6. 
And it is manifeſt, that his enemies were perſu. 
ded of the truth of bis reſurrection, and there 
+ fore invented a lie to ſmother it, Matth. Xxviii. i 
; 13. But inſtead of embracing bis doctrine, after-- 
wards upon this account, they perſecuted his 
apoſtles moſt Fee for n, 0 it 70 1 
| the world. 1 
2. They who are devs, though they be ak ral. : :: 
fed, do londly ſpeak to us. It is ſaid particularly of | 
Abel, a A perſon, and the ſirſt martyr in the _ 
| World, that“ being dead, he. yet ſpeaketh, Heb. | wy 
xi. 4. ; for this verſion ſeems more proper, ten 
chat © he is yet ſpoken of; as the © voice of his "4 
blood cried to God from the ground, when it 5 mA”, 
was newly ſhed, ſo Jus blood hath a very Ggnificant. - 
: "and intelligible voice with reſpe&. to us al. . 141 8 . 
| bel, to this day, by his untimely death, ſpeaks' to VE 1 
Fe ſaints, what barbarous enmity. they muſt look 7 a 
from unreaſonable men; and he ſpeaks to hols, 
+ © who, like his brother Cain, are of the wicked 
= | . Kb Og 283 25 wrath whey muſt look for . 
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For a raft and holy God ; and this is a 4 = guage 


and ſpeech which may as well be underſtood, as if 
he were now alive to utter” it with his own 


mouth; like the writing which Elijah left behind 


him, to be produced and delivered after his tranſ. 


lation into heaven, 2 Chron, xxi. 12. The ſweet 


| experience of God's deceaſed ſervants, which te. 


Rify their gracious acceptance with him, call upon 
vs to make the ſame trial and proof of religion 


which they have done. Their works, which, 
. bike: thoſe of the virtuous woman, Prov. xxx1. ult. 


praiſe them in the gates,” are ſo much calculated | 


to provoke and flis us up to imitation, as if we 
_ heard them expreſsly ſaying, © Be followers. of us,” 
and deſerve as much to be regarded. 


3. We have ſeen others going to the jms, hen 


God hath been ſtripping them of the body, a: 
Moſes did Aaron of his garments upon the mount, 


Numb. xx. 28. It is probable, that ſeveral ol | 


As have been ſpeRators of ſome in their laſt mo- 
ments, when they have been paſſing to eternity, 
and but a ſtep betwixt them and it. We have 
deheld them ſerting, which is next degree. to a 
converſing with them riſen again; and what. ad- 
vantage have we ever gotten by this, unleſs the 
word alſo hath taken hold of us? Perhaps we 
have ſeen both claſſes, good and bad men, upon 
the immediate border of the world to come; and 
If, fo, we cannot but have ikewiſe ſeen a. ma- | 
5 vileſt difference in their ſeveral departures.” * 
we have marked the end of the perfect and up- 
right man, “ that hath been peace, Pfal. xxxvli. 37. 
But how-eontrary hath the end of the hypocrite 
or the profane been! The one hath had, ke 


Stephen, the heavens opened, and the other hath 


bad a view of hell naked before him; * 


e e in the Wale 8 e je 


other | 


. 
e 


other bath left this Sth in Tl Parka . "EE 


tion of endleſs miſery.. It cannot be denied, that 


ſuch a difference often 15; and yet multitudes who. 


have had the opportunity of ſeeing” it, have ne- * 


vertheleſs lived and died in their ſins after: 9 


4. It is alſo likely that we have been 7 ents 5 
many times ourſelves; like Tfaac, who was re- 


ceived by Abraham, in a manner, from the 


dead, Heb. xi. 19. It is no 2008. BEIT thing 
for perſons to have the ſentence of death in them- 
| ſelves, and yet to outlive it; to be in David's 


caſe, when © the ſorrows. of death compaſſed 
bim, Pfal. 'exvi- 3. and yet to break through 
them; to be in Hezekiah's caſe, who“ Teckoned 


that be was deprived of the reſidue of his years, 
and ſhould then go down to the gates of the grave,” 


Ha. XXXVItl, 10. and yet to recover and come Mov 
again. Thouſands have been reduced by piting 
fickneſs to ſuch great extremities, that the pit was 

A ready to take them 1 in, and ſhut 1 its mouth upon 5 
them, who, by a marvellous and unthought-of |. 


deliver ance, have obtained a kind of new liſè; and 


yet that new life hath been as ſhamefully miſpent 


and abuſed as the former, if not a great deal worſo. 
How little fruit is generally to be ſeen of men's 
| fickbed-repentings ! How free equently do they re- 
= bo to their PLE as ſoen as they ariſe from their 


beds of langui !” What numerous ' inſtances. 

| 0 ſuch as have made themfelves 
twofald more the children of hell than they were 

before! whoſe freſh relapſes into theſe old ſins, 


: have there 


haye had more dreadful ſymptoms than their firſt 
. wickedneſs was attended with. As ſome male- 


factors, who have been brought back from the 


where they looked death in the face, 


beate; after this, exceeded all dhe ne, "of 
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tice of it, Gen. xix. 14. 
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3 What are the particular 21.57 229% pe my 
ſonjling of one from the dead ſhould be thus inet. | 


fectual! 935 ; 1 1117 S „ 
Aal. In three — 1 76 e 


1. There would — 8 Aickeulties and 


89e lens againſt tlie cxedit of ſuch a meſſenger. 
If any one ſhould come and teſtify, as was defired 
here, what teſtimonials could he bring, that 


might not be ſcrupled and called in ueſlion? How 


ſhould we know that he is not a falſe witneſs, or 
that it is pot 2 cheat, and an impoſture, aud cun- 
ning artifice to enſnare and beguile us? Though 


And, beſides, ſinners who are mad upon 


their luſts, will not be very eaſy to receive ſatis- 


faction; whatever ſerious meſſages. are brought, 
they, will ſeem, like the words of the women that 


XXIV. II. as, „idle tales,“ not fit to be believed, 


When Lot told his ſons- in-Inw of Sodom' S in- 


tendled and approaching deſtruction, he was to 

them but as one that mocked,” like a man in 

ſport, and in jeſt, and fo the 15 took no more no- 
h 


from the other world ſhould appear to a compa», 


uy. of jolly ſinners in the midſt of their ; excefles, | 
they, would be ready. to deride him; if Lazarus 


had been ſent where the rich man requeſted, 
would they not, do you think, have been apt to 


that God ſpake to Moſes 3. but as for this fellow, 


ſed brother, raiſes a ſcandal on our. family, and 


g therefore. 1s fitter ro be puniſhed than hearkexed” | 


to! 8 
525 Apparitions of the dead, — * inight © 5 
5 


95 


5 — 


0 may be true, how ſhall we be fully ſatisfied that 
| 18 is o? 


came from the ſepulchre to the apoſtles, Luke 


— 


us, if a meſſenger 


cry out with thoſe Jews, John ix. 29. We know 


we know not whence he is. He brings up an 
evil report, as one expreſſes it, of our decea- 


SERMON. It. 1 

* s upon the paſſion of fear, would not 
RE the frame and temper of the foul: It may 
be, they would ſcare and afright. the weak ant 
the timorous, who are not ſo impudent and ftout- 

| ' hearted as the ret ; but what is this to the re- 
3 newang and transforming of the mind, and turn- 
_ Ing the bias of the will? When the an get de- 
ſcended from heaven, and {at upon the ftone at 
the door of Chriſt's ſepulchre, 11 1 is ſaid, indeed, 


that © the Keepers ook, and became as dead 


men,” Matth. xxyiu. 4. but did this make the 


new creatures? Did it put another ſpirit within. n 


them, or render them proſylites to our living 5 
deemer? We read of no ſuch effect. So, when LE 
HFerod heard of the fame of Jeſus, and what be 
did, he was “ perplexed, becauſe it was faid of 


| fome, chat John was riſen from the dead,” f. e 


the Baptiſt, whom he had beheaded, Luke ix. 7 
This ſtruck terror and confuſion into him, but it 
vrought. no amendment. The woſt ſenſible and 
ſtartling evidences of the wrath of God, though 
they might create ſome diſtusbance, and hinder 
that quiet repoſe which finners are wont to take, 


When they are let alone, yet Will leave them 4s = | 
utter ſtrangers as ever to the grace of God Ja. - - 
truth; they who are. unjuſt ill be unjult fil, 


and the dominion of fn will contihg ungeſlroyed. 
3. Thoſe impreſſions which are made, and thoſe | 


cellects which are produced at firſt, by ſuch means, * | 


Vill quickly vaniſh and wear away. A ſettled. | 
laſting change, without which there can be 0 
Jalvation, is always built upon other grounds. 
If men be awakened. a little for the prefent, by * 
fears of wrath, like Felix with a diſcourſe of 2 
ture judgement, thoſe trembling fits go off agsic, 
as the carly dew, which is gone as ſoon. as” the. EO 
21 8 with es Ee Fri glcful 2 ies 
3 . 
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are but ſhort ind trace things, G a ka 
{ conſcience will ſoon free itſelf from, and the next 
| pleafing temptations will totally aboliſh, 4 The 
finners i in Zion are afraid” often, Iſa. xxxii.-I; . 
and yet ſtill want that prineiple 'of godly fear, 
which ſhould prevent their departing from God, | 
and promote their departing from evil; one is 
- the fruit of the everlaſting covenant, Jer. xxxii. 
o.; the other is. only the . of ſome occa- 
FF, temporary amazement. If a "meſſenger 
4 from the dead ſhould give men an alarm at his. 
firſt coming, yet when he had delivered his er- 
rand, and retired again, they would ſoon forget 
wk had moſt affècted them; and if this method 
were repeated, and the like meſſengers ſent one 
after another to the fame purpoſe, they would. 
5 by GR. Hz, ay at Fr wn 2 
Ub e. 
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III. Wperein it appears, TR ihe! e Keen . 
one from the dead is inferior to the miniſty of 
the word, and not e to be e N it. 
: | At Config er, 

A4. There is nothing that can be ſaid 'by. the moſt” - 
e perſon, whom you can ſuppoſe de- 
bb of any regard, unleſs it be boning; to· 

word; and therefore it is a vain thing to ſeek 

the dead, when the final reference muſt be. to the 
law and to the teſtimony,” Ifa. viii. 19. 20. All, 
muſt. be tried and. determined by this rule, — 
brought to this Randard. If a glorified ſaint were 
to come down. upon earth, and deliver any thing 
which i is not warranted dy the ſeripture, we muſt 

| bid defiance to him. Such a temptation can never 

actually happen, becauſe their reverence to th * 

Word and its Divine Author never faileth ; bu, 
dhe _ Fn the caſe. as: Wb, if not ot Bighet 


9 
p * 
. . . 


wo; 


Gd. i. 8. mg Though an avget from heaven bend 
preach any other goſpel to you, let him be ana- 
thema, or accurſed. And to add an emphaſis to 
3 he ſays it again, ver. 9. „Kanz one,“ for ſo 
it ought to be read, and not If any man, * preach” 
any other goſpel,” &c, of what rank or order of 
creatures. ſoeyer he be, if he vary from this ca- 
non, both he and his doctrine are to be abhorred. 
2. The miniſtry, of the word is the appointed 
means for the converſion of finners; whereas ſuch 
| Appearances of the dead are not. Divine inſtitution 
ives a virtue and force to things which would be 
worthleſs and invalid without it; as clay and ſpittle 
in the hand of Chriſt, was a ſucteſsful ointment to 
the blind. Thus it“ © pleaſes God, by the fooliſh- 
. of ing, to ſave them that believe,” 
1 Cor, i. 21. And © the goſpel. is the power of 
God to ſalvation to every one that believeth,” . 
Rom. i. 16: ; it is ſaid to be © able to ſave our 


n 2 James i. 21. becauſe ordained by God to 1 


- Tuch an end, and on that ſcore accompanied With 
dis bleſſing. All our miniſtrations would be but 
"heating the air, if it were not fo; the weapons oO 
our warfare_are therefore mighty, beca 

_ employs: us, and is with us. Knowing the ter 
rors of the Lord, we perſuade men,” 2 Cor. v. 11. 
We, therefore, petſnade thoſe whom a preacher 


from the dead would not perſuade, * The glitter- 
ing arms of a ſaint in light, would do lefs me | 


tion than this conſecrated ſword of the Spirit. 


3. The written word hath an excellency in it, by 


* 


* 


| beyond. any viſion or voice from heaven. The 


voice which the apoſtles heard in the mount 


where Chriſt was transfigured, is repreſeuted as 


_ teſs valuable than this Kurer word of propheſy,” 8 

It is far eaſier to counter feilt 
bebe tack» Bey eerie 
: | given 


2 Pet. i. 18.19. 


. 
* 


8 * 


U Spoken by the Lord, and was afterward 
| 9 to us by them that heard him,” Heb. ii. 3. 
We 


5 righteouſneſs, th are but as ſtars in bis 
| n Lee to... Ve 351 
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gion to us. There would 8 in 3 
to them alone, but the ſeriptute is to be believed 
dor its own ſake, and. is worthy. of all ace ptation, 


if we conſider only the arguments Which ate 
drawn and From giſelt; for it plainly ma- 
| 1 itſelf c be from: Gad, hy its own internal 


light, and contains all chat evidence of the truth 


in and.anthorit hf God, wbich divine faith is to 


reſt upon. We are ſure that theſe axe faithful 
fayings, and. that we run no hazard. of being de- 
ceived by them. V.iions and voices, at the beſt, 

are not of a permanent abidi g nature; they are 


ſeen or heard, and then paſs away; but © the 


word of God endures for ever; aud this is the 


word which by Ade ſpe .i is preaches. unto - 95 5 


4 Pet. r. ylt. - 
4. The goſpe!, 38 it is the word a cmi is 
eee be eſteemed, than what ay Lin 


From the dead is capable. of:ſpeakipg ; for t 


no compariſan between the, perſons, him W Cul 


__ aarus, or any other believer. The A : 


word. of -ſalvation is that which firſt. 


280 1 


axe to conſider him as the * apoſtle and high 


5 pricf of apr Profeligg,” the 466 great prophet 
hom. God Hatch raiſed up, to whom we 1 


hearken in his execution. of that office to this dap. 
He chat once ſpake on earth, does ſtill ſpeak from = 


Teaven, and there 1s no. eſcaping. For: thoſe that 


any Randi e, 25. He came 


5 From above,“ and is unqueſtionabiy above , | 
Lahn iii. 31. There is rg an angel or faint in gory 7 


fit ito be > matched wet Hum. He is the Jun ef 


He is exalted of the church, . 


I. 
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born of every creature; Col. 1. 1 5 5 ad theres" 
fore may juſtly challenge infinitely” more obſer- 
vance and reſpect re wy than the beſt of crea" 1 
tures Call, 

5. The perſonal i of” our Lord Bimletß, 
| ifi it were to be enjoyed again, would. be unfuc- 
ceſsful,” where the written word hath no. effeck. 
If Jeſus Chriſt were to leave his father's throne, 
where he now fits, and ts come down a ſecond 
time upon earth, men Would flight and dif regard 
bim, unleſs they were prevailed upon to.hearken _ 
to thoſe that wrote. of him. "This is the very rea- 
ſon Which he gave of the infidelit of the Jews, 
| when ne was converſant among them that they 
did not truly receive cs deln of Moſes, 
whom, they pretended to truſt i in, concerning him. 
Had you believed Moſes, you would have be- 
Fn Ne me ; but if you believe not his writings, 
holy Hall you. believe my words? 99 John Va 46. 
8 ſame reaſon. would hold, and be of the 

fame force, though he were to make another triat 
by a repeated manifeffation in the fleſh, and preach- . 

ing of his own goſpel. They who believe not 
| what is recorded in the ſeripture of him, would 
not believe. any verbal meſſage that ſhould be 
brought by him. The incarnate Word would cer . 
tainly be N PL _— Eofiteminers of the Writ⸗ 
9 word. EN T > CO YR e e = 1 
. WEE e * 
3 Information. 1. They'# Wat bat te live- | 
| lieft' enſe of unſeen things, are not able to imprint 
it upon any befide themſelves.” If the dead could 
communicate whit -t hey hoe to the living, Jet 
it would not affe& the one as it does the other.: 
Deſtruction and death hear of wWiſdom's fame, but 
yet the worth | of it is hid from. the whe . 
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5 That: are alive, Job: Avi. 21. I en 


inhabitants of the inviſible world WT utter all 


that they ſee and feel, to men that are here below, 
yet they could not put any light or warmth into 785 


them ; converſation with a flaming ſeraphim 
would leave men as dark and cold as ever. 'Fhere- 
fore the children of God mutt not think it ſtrange 


chat the children of this world will not be brought 


to run, with them in the way of God's commands, 


except x they could make others comprehend what 


they do. 241y, Men that are in their fins, have 


à great deal of ſtubboruneſs in their tempers; as 
Aaron Taid to Moſes concerning the If raclites, 


. _ Exod. XXXii. 22. Thou knoweſt the people, 


; £ 7 « 
yy 
* 


that they are ſet on miſchief; which was a real 
truth, though it did not excuſe his acceſſion to 


_ "their idulatry. It is very hard to withdraw fax 
ners from their purpoſe, though you acquaint them 


with the miſeries which will follow upon it; as che 


peqple re fuſed to obey the voice of Samuel, aud 

_ eried, © Nay, but we will have a King over us, 
though one would have thought, that he had ſaid | 

| de to beat them off from deſi rin = nr a change 


verment, 1 Sam. viii. Ig. Holy belt 0 


ble men in their natural ſtate, © children of diſ- 


ence,” Eph. ii. 2. Unperſuadable perſons, 


as the Word ſignifies, being of the ſame derivation 


any one that cometh aſter. 
God is declared, fo far as Eternal Wiſdom thinks 
| fit to diſcover it on this fide of heaven. God hath | 
finiſhed what he intended, and filled up the volume 
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with that in the text. 34%, The holy 4 "7 


without all controverly a complete and 
revelation. There is new be aided by 
The whole cougpſel * 


of this book, thas the man of God may he perfect 


by dil} ent ſtudy and meditation in it, 1 Tim. iii. 


Ee AE no we * dane to be 


SERMON. 7 2 


13 PE the 1 ä 416 N in 
heaven, that we ſhould ſay, Who ſhall go up chi- 
thet for us, and bring it to us?” Deut. xxx. 12. 
Here is the ſum of all that we are to know; and 
they who ſcek any further, can expect only to laſe i 
themſelves, in the finding of ſome falſe Ii 8 de- ; 
ſignedly kindled by the Sri and righteouſly 5 
mitted for their puniſhment by God. Ahh, The f 
preaching of the word is God's laſt remedy; and th 
| thatare not recovered, mult periſh without remedy. 
There are no perſons in ſuch dreadfulcircumſtances, 
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2s they that live under the found of the golpel, uv. 


reclaimed ; for, if our oſpel be hid, it is hid 
to them that are loſt,” 2 Cor. iv. 3. They muſt 
be finally loſt, whom this word is not bleſſed to 
fave. There is no hope of a ſoul being reftored 
by other means, when its diſeaſe prevails againſt 


5 i this; ſuch as can bear hewing by the prophets, | 


without being cut to the heart, have iron ſinews 


that will turn the edge of all other weapons. Tou 791 
may lool upon them as perſons whom no bam 


in Gilead can hook and therelore- N over 5 


eternal death. | 
"2h Exhortatio n. Ih; Beware of. receiving the 
word of parat vain. Miniſters, as workets to- 
gether with God, beſeech you moſt importanately, - 
that you would not fo receive it, 2 Cor. vi. 14. 
All will be-vain, if this be ſo; and therefore con- 
OP what yon do, and bow much depends npon 
\Refiſt not the perſuaſions whereby God's 
| Þ are e va to bring you home to 
. Tm; -there will be none „ but mei- 
fengers of wrath; and ſome of theſe will ſhortly 
fetch/you away veſote his tribunal, when you ſhall 
| know to vour coſt bow precious rejected offers 
ol mercy are. zd, Do your part in order to 


8 do, 


"the continuance of the word; which you cannot _—_ 
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35 1 SERMON, XI. 


dog . you give it due entertainment. Fou + 


"help to drive it out of the Kingdom and country | 


where you are, if you do not receive it into yqur 


* hearts. Where the goſpel hath no ſaving work 


to do, it will be ſent away; as was ſaid to Paul, 
Acts xxii. 18. Make haſte, and get thee quickly | 


out of Jeruſalem, for they will not receive thy te- 


ſtimony concerning me.” Let Moſes and the pro- 
Phets be ſuch welcome gueſts to you, that, as far 


as in you lies, you may encourage their tay here, 


till Chriſt's ſecond coming. 34/y, Let not cuſtom 
make that leſs profitable to you, which ought ra- 
ther to increaſe your profiting, It is matter of 
' ſhame to us, that the freer courſe the word hath, 
and the longer we enjoy it, we are naturally the 
more negligent and careleſs of it. Some are will- 


ing for a ſeaſon to fejoice in that light, which 
e it hath ſhined a while, they diſeſteem 


and undervalue. The glad tidings of ſalvation 


would find better reception among thoſe that ne- 


ver heard them, than with ſuch as have been hear- 


ing them for many years; as God told the pro- 


phet, that if he had been ſent to a ſtrange people, in- 
ſead of the houſe of Iſrael, they would have hear- 
kened to him, Ezek. iii. 5.6. 4rbly, Remember, 
that both they who preach, and you who hear, 
wuſt i in alittle time be both joined to the congrega- 
tion of the dead; and this will more influence you, 


than an y one's rifing from the dead can. Theprophets 


live not for ever, but the breath which they ſpend 
in your ſervice will be quickly ſtopped; the time 
is baſtening, when all of you among whom we go 
 publiſiong the kingdom of God now, ſhall ſee our 
faces no more, till the end of the world, Acts xx. 
25. We ſhall “not declare God's loving-kind-- 


neſs in the grave, nor his faithfulneſs in deftruc- 
tion, Einl. Ixxxviii. 11. Bad it cannot be long. 
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| before you arrive there yourſelves 7. therefore 
it greatly behoves you to make the beſt uſe of our 
labours while you may, that after we have all 
quitted this dying ſtate, we may meet with joy, 
and not with grief, in the general reſurrection. 4 
Thus, by God's gracious aſſiſtance, I am come 
to the cloſe of theſe diſcourſes; God and youhuRt 
own hearts know, how far they have been in- 
deed ſerviceable or helpful to you. Heaven and 
hell have here been ſet before you; the portion 
of the happy beggar, and of the miſerable rien 
man; and I do once more ſolemnly urge you to 
make your ſpeedy choice. If you have got 
any good by all that hath been ſaid, it will be ſeen” 
by your unfeigned faith in Chriſt, and by the ge- 
nuine fruits of that faith in an holy converſation; 
for every one that hath heard and learned of the 
Father, which is the only hearing and learning to | 
any purpoſe, cometh-to Chriſt, and is governed f 
by him, John vi. 45. What, therefore, ſhall we 
fay at laſt to him that ſends us? What a bleſſddd 
thing would it be, if hearers and readers ſhoulll 
give us cauſe to ſay, We have perſuaded and pre: 
vailed alſo! If we could but carry back ſuch a 
good. report concerning you, as the words which - _ 
| Moſes returned to the Lord, Exod. xix. 8. wen 
KK - * all the people anſwered together, and ſaid, All! 
8 that the Lord hath ſpoken, we will do!“ Oh, 
\ > that there were an heart in us to reſolve and prac 
: _ tiſe accordingly ! That every one might uprighht 
ly ſay, I am not only almoſt, but altogether per- 
fuaded, to be in reality, as well as in name, a Chr: 
tian, and as ſuch henceforth to live and die unte 
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the Lord ! 
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